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NATIONAL CONGREGATIO NS STUDY 

GENERAL METHODOLOGIC AL BACKGROUND , 1998 AND 2006-07 

 

Although there have been good national samples of some types of organizations at least since the 

1980s, as of the late 1990s there was no high-quality national sample of congregations.  There is, 

however, a straightforward reason that sampling congregations lagged behind sampling other 

types of organizations:  there is no adequate sampling frame--no comprehensive list of American 

congregations--from which to randomly select a nationally representative sample of 

congregations.  Some denominations have nearly comprehensive lists of associated 

congregations, but many do not and, of course, no set of denominational lists will include 

congregations affiliated with no denomination.  Telephone books also are problematic sampling 

frames for congregations.  Yellow Page listings miss as many as 20 percent of congregations in 

some areas, and the subset of listed congregations is not, of course, a random one (Becker and 

Chaves 2000; cf. Kalleberg et al. 1990).
1
  The absence of a comprehensive list of congregations 

has been a formidable obstacle in the road leading to a nationally representative sample of 

congregations and the basic knowledge that could be produced by surveying such a sample. 

 

The National Congregations Study (NCS), first in 1998 and then in 2006-07, overcame this 

obstacle by using an innovative organizational sampling technology.  This key methodological 

innovation is the insight that organizations attached to a random sample of individuals constitute 

a random sample of organizations.  It is therefore possible to generate a representative sample of 

organizations even in the absence of a sampling frame that comprehensively lists the units in the 

organizational population.  One simply starts with a random sample of individuals and asks them 

to name the organization(s) to which they are attached.
2
 

 

The NCS was the first study to implement this sampling strategy for congregations.  This section 

of the codebook briefly describes key features of the NCS methodology and data.  The NCS is 

methodologically innovative, and fully appreciating its substantive contributions requires 

understanding certain features of these data.  Still, this discussion of methodology assumes no 

special expertise either in sampling or in survey research.
3
 

 

GENERATING THE NCS SAMPLES  

 

Generating a hypernetwork sample of organizations requires starting with a random sample of 

individuals.  The NCS was conducted in conjunction with the General Social Survey (GSS)--an 

in-person interview with a representative sample of noninstitutionalized English- or Spanish-

speaking adults in the United States, conducted by the National Opinion Research Center at the 

                                                 
1
Independent Sector's 1992 study represents the one major effort before 1998 to draw a nationally representative 

sample of congregations using telephone books as the sampling frame.  This is a laudable effort, and there is much 

useful information in the Independent Sector data (Hodgkinson and Weitzman 1992).  At the same time, the 

combination of a telephone book sampling frame and low response rate (19 percent) makes this sample substantially 

biased towards large congregations.   

 
2
This procedure--called hypernetwork or multiplicity sampling--was described in McPherson (1982), and it has been 

used to sample both employing organizations (Kalleberg et al. 1996; Bridges and Villemez 1994; Parcel et al. 1991) 

and voluntary associations (McPherson 1983).  

 
3
For more methodological detail on the 1998 NCS, see Chaves et al. (1999); for more detail on the 2006-07 NCS, 

see Chaves and Anderson (2008). 
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University of Chicago (Davis, Smith, and Marsden 2007).
4
  In 1998 and 2006, the GSS asked 

respondents who said they attend religious services at least once a year to report the name and 

location of their religious congregation.  The congregations named by these respondents 

constitute the 1998 and 2006-07 NCS congregational samples. 

 

Pretesting indicated that allowing respondents to name more than one congregation or asking for 

a respondent's spouseôs congregation, if he or she attended one different from that of the 

respondent, would not have been worthwhile (Spaeth and O'Rourke 1996:43).  Very few pretest 

respondents attended more than one congregation regularly, and very few had spouses who 

attended a different congregation.  Moreover, when a respondentôs spouse did attend a different 

congregation than the respondent, there was a substantial decline in the quality of contact 

information that the respondent could provide about his or her spouse's congregation.  Allowing 

multiple or spousal congregation nominations thus would have introduced considerable 

complexity in both data collection and sample properties without producing a substantial gain in 

sample size. 

 

In 2006-07, a panel component was added to the NCS.  In addition to the new cross-section of 

congregations generated in conjunction with the 2006 GSS, we drew a stratified random sample 

of congregations who participated in the 1998 NCS.  The 2006-07 NCS sample, then, includes a 

subset of cases that were also interviewed in 1998.  

 

COLLECTING THE NCS DATA  

 

The GSS is a face-to-face interview conducted by experienced and well-trained interviewers; in 

both 1998 and 2006, interviewers were instructed to glean from respondents as much locational 

information about their congregations as possible.  The NCS data were collected by the same 

interviewers who collected data from GSS respondents.  We attribute much of the success of 

NCS data collection to the administrative integration of individual- and organization-level data 

collection efforts, and we strongly endorse Spaeth and O'Rourke's (1996:42-43) recommendation 

to conduct hypernetwork organizational studies in such an integrated fashion. 

 

NCS Wave I   

 

Once the congregational sample was generated, nominated congregations were located, and the 

NCS gathered congregational data using a 45-60 minute interview with one key informant--a 

minister, priest, rabbi, or other staff person or leader--from each nominated congregation.  Three-

quarters of NCS interviews were with clergy, 83 percent were with staff of some sort, and the 

remaining 17 percent were with non-staff congregational leaders.  Every effort was made to 

conduct these interviews by telephone, but we followed-up with face-to-face visits if telephone 

contact was difficult.  Ninety-two percent of the interviews were completed by phone.  The 

NCS-I response rate was 80 percent.
 5
 Complete data were collected from 1,234 congregations.

6
   

                                                 
4
 The 2006 GSS was the first to conduct interviews in Spanish. 

5
The 80 percent response rate for the NCS-I is calculated using the conservative "RR3" method recommended by the 

American Association for Public Opinion Research (1998:18-19; 2008:35).  This rate includes in the denominator 

the number of congregations of unknown sample eligibility that we estimate would have been eligible for sample 

inclusion if we had complete information.  If we assume that all congregations of unknown eligibility would be 

eligible for sample inclusion, and therefore include all of the (126) eligibility-unknown congregations in the 

denominator of the response rate, the NCS-I response rate still would be 77 percent.  (This is the "minimum 
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NCS Wave II   

 

As in 1998, data were gathered via a 45-60 minute interview with one key informant, usually a 

clergyperson, from each congregation.  Seventy-eight percent of NCS interviews were with 

clergy, 86 percent were with staff of some sort, and the remaining 14 percent were with non-staff 

congregational leaders.  We attempted to conduct these interviews by telephone, but we visited 

congregations and conducted in-person interviews if necessary.  Our efforts to persuade 

congregations to participate were greatly helped by endorsements from 19 individuals in 11 

denominations.  The NCS-II response rate was 78 percent.
7
  Complete data were collected from 

1,506 congregations. 

 

NCS-II data collection differed from NCS-I data collection in three important respects.  First, 

because the 2006 GSS for the first time conducted interviews in Spanish, we translated the NCS-

II questionnaire into Spanish and conducted 11 interviews in Spanish.  Second, more 

summertime interviews were conducted in Wave II: 34 percent compared with 20 percent in 

1998.  Since many congregational activities are seasonal, analysts should ensure that differences 

between the two waves do not reflect a higher percentage of summer interviews in Wave II.  For 

example, the percent of attenders in congregations that had a choir at its most recent main 

worship service is 72 percent in 1998 and 58 percent in 2006-07.  This is partially a summer 

effect.  Excluding summer services, the numbers are 74 percent in 1998 and 62 percent in 2006-

07.  This decline still is statistically significant, but less dramatic than it first appears. 

 

Third, a different data collection strategy produced more in-person interviews in Wave II: 22.5 

percent versus 7.5 percent in 1998.  In 1998, all NCS cases were allocated immediately to field 

staff around the country who were relatively close to their assigned congregations.  In 2006-07, 

we began data collection from phone banks in Chicago and Arizona.  Two-thirds of the 

interviews were completed from these phone banks.  The only cases assigned to interviewers in 

the field were congregations that we were unable to interview from these phone banks.  

Consequently, congregations assigned to the field were the most difficult cases; in many 

instances they were congregations in which a leader or gatekeeper had expressed reluctance to 

participate when reached by someone in a phone bank.  Field interviewers thus had to work very 

hard to locate these congregations and persuade them to participate.  In 1998, field workers often 

                                                                                                                                                             
response rate" as defined by the American Association for Public Opinion Research.)  Our cooperation rate--the 

percentage of congregations contacted who participated in the NCS-I--was 85 percent.  

 

Wuthnow (2004:38) correctly pointed out that the NCS-Iôs 80 percent response rate ignores the 1998 GSSôs 76 

percent response rate.  Because he underestimated the number of congregations nominated by multiple people, he 

incorrectly asserted that taking this into account reduced the 1998 NCS response rate to 48 percent.  Incorporating 

the 1998 GSS response rate reduces the 1998 NCS response rate to 60 percent. 

 
6
The original NCS-I sample included 1,236 congregations.  However, we discovered one duplicate congregation and 

removed it from the dataset.  A second ñcongregationò was removed because it was a Masonic Lodge.  Even though 

it met our operational definition of a congregationðit was named by a respondent as the place where he attends 

religious servicesðupon further reflection it seemed wiser to exclude this congregation.  It was the only case in the 

1998 sample that was not a conventionally understood religious congregation.      

 
7
The 78 percent response rate for the NCS-II is also calculated using the RR3 method.  Incorporating the GSSôs own 

71 percent weighted response rate reduces the NCS-II response rate to 58 percent. The cooperation rate for the panel 

sample was 81 percent; the cooperation rate for the new cross-sectional sample was 85 percent. 
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would visit a congregation early in the recruiting process in order to persuade a leader to 

participate, but then conduct the interview later by telephone.  In 2006-07, because field 

interviewers were often visiting congregations that already had been called several times by the 

phone bank, and who often had put off the phone-bank interviewer, field interviewers were more 

prone to do an interview in person rather than make an appointment to do it later by phone. 

 

Since congregations that were harder to locate and persuade to participate were more likely to be 

interviewed in person, the larger number of in-person interviews in Wave II raises the possibility 

that the Wave II sample includes more such congregations.  Thus, change over time could be 

confounded with differences in sample composition. 

 

Analysts studying change over time should confirm that observed differences are not confounded 

with any of these differences between the two samples. 

 

THE PROBABILITY -PROPORTIONAL -TO-SIZE FEATURE OF THE NCS SAMPLES AND 

WEIGHTING THE DATA  

 

The probability that a congregation appears in the cross-sectional sample is proportional to its 

size.  Because congregations are nominated by individuals attached to them, larger congregations 

are more likely to be in the sample than smaller congregations.  Although larger congregations 

are over-represented in the NCS sample, they are over-represented by a known degree that can 

be undone with weights.  Retaining or undoing this over-representation corresponds to viewing 

the data either from the perspective of attenders at the average congregation or from the 

perspective of the average congregation, without respect to its size. 

 

A contrived example may help clarify this feature of the NCS sample.  Suppose that the universe 

contains only two congregations, one with 1,000 regular attenders and the other with 100 regular 

attenders.  Suppose further that the 1,000-person congregation supports a food pantry and the 

100-person congregation does not.  We can express this reality in one of two ways.  We can say 

that 91 percent of the people are in a congregation that supports a food pantry (1,000/1,100), or 

we can say that 50 percent of the congregations support a food pantry (1/2).  Both of these are 

meaningful numbers.  Ignoring the over-representation of larger congregations, a percentage or 

mean from the NCS is analogous to the 91 percent in this example.  Weighted inversely 

proportional to congregational size, a percentage or mean is analogous to the 50 percent in this 

example.  The first number views congregations from the perspective of the average attender, 

which gives greater weight to congregations with more people in them; the second number views 

them from the perspective of the average congregation, ignoring size differences. 

 

Users should become familiar with the 8 weights included in the cumulative NCS data set.  In 

general, analysts will weight the data by W2 when examining the data from the average 

congregationôs perspective and by W3 when examining the data from the average attenderôs 

perspective.  As with all surveys, analysts also might consider adjusting standard errors to 

account for NCS design effects.  The NCS weights are described in detail in Appendix A. 

 

 

 

 

THE NCS MEASUREMENT STRATEGY  
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The most important general methodological issue confronted in constructing the NCS 

questionnaires involved the validity and reliability consequences of relying on a single key 

informant to report a congregation's characteristics.  What congregational characteristics is it 

reasonable to expect a single organizational informant to report validly and reliably?  What 

congregational characteristics is it best to avoid trying to measure by this method?  Three general 

research findings guided questionnaire construction.  First, social psychologists consistently find 

that people are biased reporters of the beliefs and attitudes of other individuals in that they 

systematically over-estimate the extent to which other individuals share the informant's own 

views (Ross, Greene, and House 1976; Marks and Miller 1987).  This "false consensus effect" 

persists even when people are given objective information about the attitudes and beliefs of the 

group about which they are asked to report (Krueger and Clement 1994) and, important for 

relating this research tradition to reporting about congregations, the bias is stronger when 

individuals are asked to report about groups or aggregates with which they identify or of which 

they are a part (Mullen, Dovidio, Johnson, and Copper 1992).  The false consensus bias is 

evident even when informants report about their friends' beliefs or attitudes (Marks and Miller 

1987:76). 

 

Second, organizational sociology has shown that organizations do not always have unified and 

cohesive goals, identities, missions, or cultures (Scott 1992, Chapter 11).  Different subsets of 

employees or members, different cliques, and people involved in different parts of the 

organization may have different, sometimes conflicting, goals, and different subsets of people 

within the same organization may see the organization's mission in very different ways.  There 

might, of course, be official and formal goals or missions, and a key informant would be in a 

position to report the content of such official goals, but the likelihood of variation inside 

organizations regarding goals, missions, and identities makes it problematic to seek a key 

informant's judgment about organizational goals or missions other than formal and official ones.  

Questions about organizational goals or missions assume the existence of clear goals, missions, 

or collective identities, and such an assumption may or may not be justified.  In a situation where 

goals are ambiguous or contested or variable, an informant's judgment about an organization's 

goals or mission is likely to represent the informant's interpretation of a complex reality rather 

than a more or less publicly available cultural fact about the congregation. 

 

Third, in one of the few attempts to compare different methods of measuring characteristics of 

voluntary associations, McPherson and Rotolo (1995) measured four different characteristics 

(size, sex composition, age composition, and educational composition) by three different 

methods (reports from a group official, reports from a randomly chosen respondent to a survey, 

and direct observation of a group meeting).  They found very high correlations (between .8 and 

.9) among all three logged measures of size and sex composition, and only slightly smaller 

correlations between the leader report and direct observation for age and educational 

composition (.73 and .77, respectively).  They conclude that, for these four variables, "reports 

from an officer are just as reliable as direct-canvass measures and could reasonably be 

substituted for the latter" (McPherson and Rotolo 1995:1114).
8
  Marsden and Rohrer (2001) find 

                                                 
8
In 1998, half of the GSS respondents who named a congregation were also asked, "About how many members does 

this congregation have?"  When both the GSS respondent's size report and the NCS informant's size report are 

logged, the two reports are correlated at about .7.  In 2006, all GSS respondents who named a congregation were 

also asked, ñAbout how many members does this congregation have?ò  When both the GSS size report and the NCS 

size report are logged, the two reports are correlated at about .75.  Logging is appropriate because a constant, say, 
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that key informant reports of organizational size and age are more reliable for single-site 

organizations (such as congregations), and when the key informant is in a leadership position. 

 

This literature validates several key aspects of NCS questionnaire construction and data 

collection strategy.  From the false-consensus literature: key informants will not be very good at 

validly reporting the values, opinions, and beliefs of congregants.  From the sociological 

literature on organizational goals: informants also will be unreliable reporters of a congregation's 

aggregate or overall goal or mission.  On the positive side, from the research on key informant 

reporting: key informants, especially clergy, will be very good at reporting more or less directly 

observable features of the congregation and its people.  Hence, the NCS questionnaire includes 

very few items, common in other key informant surveys of congregations, that asked the 

informant to report on congregants' goals, beliefs, values, or other aspects of their internal lives.
9
  

Nor does it include many items asking informants to describe, without tangible referents, general 

congregational goals or identities or missions.
10

  Instead, almost all NCS items ask the informant 

to report on more or less directly observable aspects of a congregation, and NCS interviewers 

attempted whenever possible to use clergy as the key informant.  Of course, restricting NCS 

questionnaire content largely to reports of more or less directly observable characteristics does 

not eliminate all threats to measurement validity and reliability.  This restriction does, however, 

reduce certain kinds of known threats to validity and reliability.  In a context where there were 

many more potential items to include than time to include them, this restriction seemed a 

sensible one to invoke, especially since the resulting questionnaire still generates rich data on a 

wide range of subjects. 

 

RESPONSES TO OPEN-ENDED QUESTIONS 

 

Both NCS questionnaires included many open-ended items.  Because the verbatim responses 

sometimes contain information identifying the congregation, the verbatim responses themselves 

are not included in the public data set.  However, the NCS research team coded these verbatim 

responses into sets of variables, many of which are included here.  Several sets of 1998 open-

ended responses were recoded to ensure comparability between 1998 and 2006-07.  The 

cumulative NCS data set thus contains variables different from those in the 1998 data set for 

social service programs, congregational groups, and several other items based on open-ended 

responses.  Researchers interested in working directly with the verbatim responses should 

contact the Principal Investigator to arrange access. 

 

 

 

 

APPENDING CENSUS TRACT DATA  

                                                                                                                                                             
10% discrepancy between two reports implies a much bigger discrepancy in absolute value among larger 

congregations (where one report might say 1000 people and another 1100 people) than among smaller congregations 

(where one report might say 100 people and another 110 people).  Logging the size estimates treats the percentage 

difference between the two estimates as more important than the absolute value difference. 
9
We did not, for example, include items of the form, "How true is it that members/participants of your congregation 

are very excited and enthusiastic about the congregation's future?" or "How true is it that your congregation feels 

like one large, close-knit family?" 
10

We did not, for example, include items of the form, "How important is it to your congregation's sense of mission 

that you provide a close, family-like atmosphere?" or "How important is it to your congregation's sense of mission 

that you help the poor and those in need?" 



 

9 

 

After congregational data were collected, geographical information software was used to identify 

each congregation's census tract. We were able to place all but one congregation in its census 

tract.  Census tract data from the 1990 United States Census was appended to each NCS-I 

congregation's data record, and data from the 2000 United States Census was appended to each 

NCS-II congregationôs data record.  Congregations in the panel sample have both 1990 and 2000 

census tract data appended to their data records.   

 

Concerns about respondent anonymity prevent us from including all of the detailed census 

variables on the public version of the NCS dataset.  The public dataset includes only eight 

variables based on each congregationôs census tract.  Researchers interested in additional census 

variables or in more detailed versions of these eight census variables should contact the Principal 

Investigator to arrange access. 
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NATIONAL CONGREGATIO NS STUDY 

VARIABLES AND CODES , 1998 AND 2006-07 

 

Items from 1998 and 2006-07 are organized according to broad themes and numbered 

consecutively throughout this section.  When referring to a specific item in this section of the 

codebook, we use the item number assigned here and not questionnaire numbering.  See 

Appendix E for item placement in 1998 and 2006-07 questionnaires. See Appendixes B and C 

for questionnaires and skip patterns. 

 

The following missing data values are used throughout: 

 

 .  = Legitimate skip 

-1 = Refused 

-2 = Donôt know 

 -3 = All other missing data (some legitimate skips = -3) 

 

This example identifies what item information is available in this section. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q1.   Case number 

 

CASEID    

Q64. Did the speaker come down from the altar, 

podium, chancel, or stage during the sermon?  

 

SPKRDWN   1 = Yes 

(II)     2 = No 

 

Remarks:  SPKRDWN was only asked if SERMON=1. 

 

Item wording 

or description 
Item number 

Response 

categories 

Remarks 

contain special 

information 

that analysts 

should consider 

when working 

with the item. 

Roman numerals 

indicate that the 

item was present 

in 1998 (I), 2006-

07 (II), or both  

(I, II) . 

Variable name 
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(I, II)  

 

 

Q2.  Four-digit year of data collection 

 

YEAR 

(I, II)  

 

 

Q3.  Region in which congregation is located 

 

REGION   1 = New England 

(I, II)     2 = Middle Atlantic 

3 = East North Central 

    4 = West North Central 

    5 = South Atlantic 

    6 = East South Central 

    7 = West South Central 

    8 = Mountain 

    9 = Pacific 

  

Remarks:  See Statistical Abstracts (any edition), U.S. Bureau of the Census, for a list of states 

within regions. 

 

 

Q4.   What is your position in this congregation? 

 

POS1     Ministerial Leadership 

(I, II)        1 = Pastor or co-pastor    

    2 = Senior/Head/Lead pastor/minister (ñseniorò anything) 

3 = Administrative/Executive Pastor/Minister 

    4 = Interim pastor or administrator (any level) 

    5 = Pastoral coordinator 

     6 = Associate/assistant/junior pastor/minister/priest/rabbi 

(ñassistantò anything) 

    7 = Bishop 

    8 = Vicar 

    9 = Rector 

    10 = Rabbi 

    11 = Priest (father) 

    13 = Pastoral associate/assistant & parochial vicar 

     15 = Other ministerial staff (excluding deacons; including 

chaplain) 

    29 = Minister in residence (i.e., priest or religious living in rectory) 

    30 = Imam 

    31 = Minister, clergy, reverend, preacher 

    37 = Deacon 

40 = Spiritual Leader 
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41 = Evangelist 

42 = teacher (Buddhism) 

43 = Religious Sister 

44 = Pastoral Administrator (lay Catholic pastor) 

45 = Retired/Pastor Emeritus 

    

   Education 

14 = Director/Coordinator or Pastor/Minister of Religious 

Education (Christian Education) 

70 = Preschool Director/Coordinator (early education) 

73 = Director/Coordinator of Pastor/Minister of Education 

74 = Director/Coordinator of Faith Formation/RCIA and 

Discipleship Education 

76 = Director/Coordinator of Confirmation 

78 = Principal (School Administrator) 

79 = Teacher/Educator (includes Sunday School Teacher) 

    

   Music 

55 = Pastor/Minister or Director/Coordinator of Worship/Worship 

Arts/Liturgy/Ritual 

59 = Arts/Liturgy/Ritual (Liturgist) 

82 = ñMusic Ministryò 

83 = Musician/Cantor 

 

   Other Ministers or Ministries 

50 = Youth/Childrenôs Pastor/Minister or Director/Coordinator 

51 = Family Pastor/Minister or Director/Coordinator 

52 = University/Campus Pastor/Minister 

53 = Pastor/Minister or Director/Coordinator of Adult Ministries 

56 = Pulpit/Preaching Pastor/Minister 

57 = Pastor/Minister of Christian Life/Discipleship/Small Groups 

60 = Menôs or Womenôs Pastor/Minister 

61 = Care Pastor/Minister 

62 = Hospital/Visitation Pastor/Minister 

63 = Spanish-Speaking (Hispanic) Minister 

64 = Missions pastor/Minister 

65 = Minister/Pastor or Director Coordinator of Student ministries 

66 = Other Topical Pastor/Minister 

75 = Director/Coordinator of Minister/Pastor of Pastoral Care 

77 = ñStudent Ministryò (High School Ministry, etc.) 

101 = Director of Outreach/Stephen Minister 

103 = Nurse/Health Ministry 

106 = Spanish-speaking (Hispanic) ministry 

 

 

   Administration 

12 = Director or Executive Director, Administrator 

19 = Vice President, Operations 
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20 = Other administrative/managerial staff (including financial 

administration); ñMinistry of Administrationò 

32 = State representative or other regional clergy/administrator 

33 = Bishopôs counselor 

 

   Administrative Support 

16 = Other Administrative Support (e.g. secretary, admin assistant, 

bookkeeper, office manager, office staff) 

38 = Executive/Administrative secretary (i.e., only Admin or exec 

secretary 

39 = Assistant to pastor   

90 = Facilities Manager 

 

   Lay Leadership 

21 = Elder or Presiding elder, overseer 

22 = President of congregation 

23 = Member/chair/trustee of executive board, including financial 

secretary/treasurer 

24 = Other administrative officer of congregation 

25 = Lay leader (e.g., committee chair, other) or Lay Minister 

27 = Pastorôs spouse 

107 = Clerk (Church Clerk) 

 

   Other 

26 = Church member 

28 = intern, seminarian, student pastor 

34 = Warden 

35 = Other 

36 = Canôt tell 

100 = Need Pastor 

104 = Child Care 

105 = Custodian/Maintenance/Sexton 

 

Remarks:  This item identifies the position of the key informant. Positions are grouped here 

according to broad themes, but this is by no means the only categorization possible. 

 

 

Q5.   For how long have you been actively involved with this congregation? 

 

RTENURE    Number of months 

(II)          

 

Remarks:  Respondents were asked to report the number of years and months they have been 

involved.  We converted their responses into the total number of months.   
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Q6.   In what year was your congregation officially founded? 

  

FOUNDED    4 digit year 

(I, II)  

 

 

Q7.   In what year did your congregation begin worshiping at its current location?  

 

STRTWRSH   4 digit year 

(I) 

 

 

Q8.    Is your congregation formally affiliated with a denomination, convention, or some 

similar kind of association? 

 

HAVEDEN    1 = Yes 

(I, II)      2 = No 

 

Remarks:  This variable is coded 1 for congregations that we knew to be affiliated with a 

denomination even if the informant responded ñNoò to the question. 

 

 

Q8a.  [1998 wording]  Please tell me the names of all denominations or other associations 

that your congregation belongs to. 

 

  [2006-07 wording]  Please tell me the name of your denomination or other 

association. 

    

DENOM1    2 = Catholic 

(I, II)      3 = Jewish Orthodox 

 4 = Jewish Conservative (United) 

 5 = Jewish Reform (Union) 

 6 = Jewish, unknown 

 8 = Moravian 

 9 = Christian Missionary Alliance 

 11 = American Baptist Churches in the USA (Northern) 

 12 = National Baptist Convention of America 

13 = National Baptist Convention, USA, Inc 

14 = Southern Baptist Convention 

15 = National Baptist 

16 = National Association of Freewill Baptists 

17 = Baptist, unknown 

18 = Baptist Churches Association of America / Baptist 

Association of America 

19 = Independent Baptist Churches 

20 = AME       

21 = AME Zion      

22 = United Methodist 
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23 = Church of the United Brethren in Christ 

24 = International Pentecostal Church of Christ 

25 = Freewill Baptist, unknown 

30 = Lutheran, unknown 

31 = Association of Free Lutheran Congregations  

32 = Lutheran Church, Missouri Synod 

33 = Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 

35 = Evangelical Lutheran Church of America 

36 = Churches of God 

37 = Church of God in Christ 

40 = Presbyterian Church of America 

41 = Evangelical Presbyterian Church 

42 = Cumberland Presbyterian Church 

43 = Presbyterian Church (USA) 

44 = Disciples of Christ 

45 = Evangelical Church 

46 = Evangelical Reformed 

47 = Evangelical Free Church 

48 = Elim Fellowship 

49 = Christian Church of North America, General Council 

50 = Episcopal Church 

51 = Reformed Episcopal Church 

52 = Full Gospel 

53 = Foursquare Gospel  

54 = Baptist Bible Fellowship 

55 = Free Methodist Church 

58 = Jehovahôs Witness 

59 = Latter Day Saints (LDS, Mormon) 

61 = Latter Day Saints, Reorganized 

62 = General Conference of Mennonite Brethren Churches 

63 = Conservative Mennonite Conference  

64 = Mennonite Church 

65 = Church of the Nazarene 

66 = Pentecostal Assemblies of the World 

67 = Pentecostal Church of God 

68 = United Church of Religious Science 

69 = Pentecostal Holiness 

70 = United Pentecostal Council 

77 = Seventh Day Adventists 

80 = Unitarian Universalist 

81 = United Church of Christ 

83 = Wesleyan 

93 = National Missionary Baptist 

95 = Unity Church 

97 = Calvary Chapel 

100 = Fellowship of Grace Brethren 

101 = Church of the Living God 

102 = Divine Science Federation International 
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119 = Church of God (Anderson, IN) 

120 = Pentecostal, unknown 

133 = Primitive Baptist 

134 = Independent Fundamental Church of America 

138 = Worldwide Apostolic Church  

145 = Restorative Movement 

148 = National Spiritualist Association / General Assembly of 

Spiritualists 

149 = Assemblies of God 

152 = Church of the Brethren 

157 = Christian Reformed 

158 = Church of Christ Scientist 

159 = Congregational Christian Churches 

161 = Evangelical Covenant 

162 = Reformed Church in America 

163 = Progressive National Baptist Convention 

164 = General Association of Regular Baptist Churches 

165 = Baptist General Conference / Convention 

166 = Church of Christ 

167 = Churches of Christ 

171 = Apostolic 

172 = Church of Lutheran Brethren 

173 = Holy Church of Deliverance 

174 = Fellowship of Inner-City Word of Faith Ministry 

175 = Evangelistic Church and Mission Association 

176 = Willow Creek Association 

177 = Morning Star International Ministries 

178 = Christian Evangelistic Assembly 

179 = Ukrainian Orthodox 

180 = Sunni Orthodox 

181 = Greek Orthodox 

182 = Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese 

183 = Conservative Baptist Association of America 

184 = Baptist Missionary Association of America 

185 = Church of God (Cleveland, TN) 

186 = Orthodox Church in America 

187 = Apostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus, Inc 

188 = Independent Christian Church Association 

189 = Armenian 

190 = Church of God 

191 = North American Baptist Conference 

192 = Independent Assemblies  

193 = Christian Evangelistic Assemblies  

194 = North American Christian Convention 

196 = Universal Fellowship of Metropolitan Churches 

197 = Islamic 

198 = Buddhist 

199 = Evangelical Missions Foundation 
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200 = Hindu 

300 = Christian, unknown 

333 = Interdenominational 

335 = Church of God of Prophecy 

336 = Presbyterian, other 

337 = Missionary Baptist, other 

338 = Advent Christian Church 

339 = Hare Krishna 

340 = Sikh 

400 = Other 

 

Remarks:  This item was asked only if the congregation reported a denominational affiliation 

(HAVEDEN=1).  Several denomination and religious tradition variables were 

constructed from the verbatim responses to this item and other information. 

DENOM1 codes each congregationôs denomination, either as reported in this item or, 

in some cases, from other sources.  

 

 

Q8b.  What is your congregationôs religion or religious group? 

 

TRAD     1 = Same as DENOM1 

(I, II)      2 = Canôt tell 

3 = Baptist 

4 = Pentecostal 

5 = Lutheran 

6 = Apostolic 

7 = Assemblies of God 

12 = Muslim 

15 = Church of Christ 

16 = Reform Judaism 

17 = Congregational 

18 = Sikh 

21 = Evangelical Free Church 

22 = Seventh Day Adventist 

23 = Jehovahôs Witness 

24 = Church of Scientology 

26 = Hindu 

29 = Church of God in Christ 

34 = Calvary Chapel 

35 = Latter-Day Saints  

36 = Catholic 

37 = Presbyterian 

38 = Church of God 

39 = Spiritualist 

40 = Christian, other 

41 = Non-Christian, Non-Jewish, 

42 = Jewish 
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Remarks:  TRAD codes each congregationôs religious tradition, without respect to formal 

affiliation with a denomination.  For most congregations, TRAD=DENOM1.  

However, for congregations that did not report affiliation with a denomination, we 

sometimes were able to use this item or other information (for example, the 

congregationôs name) to identify the congregationôs religious tradition.  TRAD, 

therefore, may assign a congregation to a tradition even if HAVEDEN=2. 

 

   

Q8c.  Denominational affiliation, collapsed 

 

DENCODE    0 = No Denomination 

(I, II)     1 = Catholic 

    2 = Southern Baptist Convention 

    3 = Black Baptist 

    4 = American Baptist Convention 

    5 = Other Baptist 

    6 = United Methodist Church 

    7 = Black Methodist 

    8 = Other Methodist 

    9 = Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

    10 = Lutheran ChurchðMissouri Synod 

    11 = Other Lutheran 

    12 = Presbyterian Church (USA) 

    13 = Other Presbyterian 

    14 = Assembly of God 

    15 = Other Pentecostal 

    16 = Church of God in Christ 

    17 = Disciples of Christ  

    18 = Episcopal Church 

    19 = United Church of Christ 

    20 = Reformed Church in America 

    21 = Church of the Brethren 

    22 = Jehovahôs Witness 

    23 = Mennonite 

    24 = Church of the Nazarene 

    25 = Seventh-day Adventists 

    26 = Unitarian Universalist Association 

    27 = Eastern Orthodox 

    28 = Church/churches of Christ 

    29 = Various Church of God 

    30 = Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 

    31 = Jewish 

    32 = Non-Christian/non-Jewish 

    35 = Evangelical 

    36 = Christian and Missionary Alliance 

    37 = Other Mainline/Liberal 

    38 = Other Conservative/Evangelical 

    39 = Other Christian, nec 
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Remarks:  DENCODE combines the information from DENOM1 and TRAD to create an 

aggregated religious family variable.  Note that DENCODE places congregations in a 

category if the religious tradition of the congregation was clear, even if 

HAVEDEN=2. This coding mainly affected independent Baptist congregations, 

which are assigned to a Baptist category on DENCODE even if they reported no 

formal affiliation on HAVEDEN. 

 

 

Q8d.  Denominational affiliation, collapsed further 

 

DENCODE3   0 = No identifiable tradition 

(I, II)      1 = Roman Catholic 

    2 = Baptist 

    6 = Methodist 

    9 = Lutheran 

    12 = Presbyterian or Reformed      

    14 = Pentecostal 

    17 = Other moderate or liberal Protestants 

    18 = Episcopal Church 

    22 = Other conservative, evangelical, or sectarian Protestants 

    23 = Other Christian, not otherwise specified 

    24 = Non-Christian 

 

Remarks:  DENCODE3 collapses DENCODE into an even more broadly defined religious 

family variable.  Note that DENCODE3 places congregations in a category if the 

religious tradition of the congregation was clear, even if HAVEDEN = 2. 

 

 

Q8e.  Religious Tradition, collapsed 

 

TRAD3    1 = Roman Catholic 

(I, II)      2 = White conservative, evangelical, or fundamentalist 

    3 = Black Protestant 

    4 = White liberal or moderate 

    6 = Non-Christian 

 

Remarks:  TRAD3 uses all available information to place congregations into very broad religious 

traditions.  ñBlack Protestantò (TRAD3=3) means that a congregation is affiliated 

with one of the seven major denominations that are predominantly African American 

or that the congregationôs membership is at least 80% African American 

(BLACKPCT=80 or higher). 

 

 

 

 

 

Q9.  Is your congregation affiliated with any local association of congregations such as a 
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local council of churches? 

 

LOCALAFF    1 = Yes 

(I)     2 = No 

 

Remarks:  In 1998, the skip instruction attached to HAVEDEN was incorrect.  When 

HAVEDEN=2, informants should have been asked Q9, but instead interviewers were 

directed to Q10.  Because of this error, Q9 was asked only of congregations who 

reported an affiliation with a denomination.  LOCALAFF therefore should be used 

with caution and interpreted appropriately. 

 

 

Q10.  Does your congregation meet in a [church/temple/mosque], or some other kind of 

building? 

 

     1 = Church/synagogue/temple/mosque 

     2 = Something else 

 

Remarks:  This item is not in the dataset.  It was used to construct BLDGTYPE (see below). 

 

  

Q10a.  What type of building does your congregation currently use for the primary worship 

services?   

 

BLDGTYPE    1 = School         

(I, II)         7 = Store front 

     20 = Church, synagogue, temple or mosque 

     21 = Other 

 

Remarks:  Q10a was only asked if Q10=2.  Responses to Q10 and Q10a were consolidated into 

BLDGTYPE. 

 

 

Q11.  Do visitors ever come to view the building or the worship space to look at its 

architecture, or at artwork like stained glass windows or statues? 

 

VIEWBLDG   1 = Yes 

(I)     2 = No 

 

 

Q12.  Does this building belong to your congregation, or does it belong to another group 

that loans or rents space to you? 

 

OWNBLDG    1 = Belongs to congregation or denomination   

(I, II)      2 = Belongs to another group  

 

 

Q13.  Within the past 12 months, has your congregation done any major construction or 
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remodeling of your building or buildings? 

     

REMODEL    1 = Yes 

(II)      2 = No 

 

Remarks:  This item was only asked if congregations reported owning their own building 

(OWNBLDG=1). 

 

 

Q13a.  Did this construction or remodeling include any special features to improve 

accessibility for people with physical disabilities? 

 

IMPROVE    1 = Yes 

(II)      2 = No 

 

Remarks:  This item was only asked if congregations had done major construction or remodeling 

(REMODEL = 1). 

   

  

Q14.  How many persons would you say are associated in any way with the religious life 

of this congregation--counting both adults and children, counting both regular and 

irregular participants, counting both official or registered members and also 

participating nonmembers.  What is the total number of persons associated with this 

congregation to any degree at all?   

  

NUMTOTAL   Number of persons  

(I, II)  

 

 

Q15.   How many persons--counting both adults and children--would you say regularly 

participate in the religious life of your congregation--whether or not they are 

officially members of your congregation? 

  

NUMREGLR   Number of persons 

(I, II)   

 

 

Q16.   How many adults--people 18 years or older--would you say regularly participate in 

the religious life of your congregation? 

 

NUMADLTS   Number of adults 

(I, II)  

 

Remarks:  Because NUMADLTS was used to create weighting variables, we imputed a value to 

NUMADLTS for cases with missing data.  IMPSIZE is coded 1 for cases for which 

NUMADLTS was imputed. 
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Q17.  Size was imputed for NUMADLTS 

 

IMPSIZE    1 = Yes  

(I, II)      0 = No 

 

 

Q18.  Compared with two years agoðthat is, this time in 2004ðhas the number of 

regularly participating adults increased, decreased, or remained about the same? 

 

     1 = Increased 

     2 = Remained about the same 

     3 = Decreased 

 

Remarks:  This item is not included in the dataset.  It was used to create CHANGE (see below). 

 

 

Q18a.  Has your [increase/decrease] been ten percent or more since two years ago, or less 

than ten percent? 

 

CHANGE    1 = Decreased more than 10 percent 

(II)      2 = Decreased less than 10 percent 

     3 = Remained about the same 

     4 = Increased less than 10 percent 

     5 = Increased more than 10 percent 

 

Remarks:  This item was only asked if congregations reported an increase or decrease in the 

number of regularly participating adults (Q18=1 or Q18=3).  Responses to Q18 and 

Q18a were consolidated into CHANGE. 

 

 

Q19.  Is there one person who is the head or senior clergy person or religious leader in 

your congregation?  

 

CLERGONE   1 = Yes 

(I, II)      2 = No  

 

 

Q19a.  Is this person male or female? 

 

CLERGSEX    1 = Male 

(I, II)      2 = Female 

 

Remarks:  This item was only asked if CLERGONE=1. 
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Q19b.  What race or ethnicity [are you/is this person]?  

 

CLERRACE    1 = White 

(I, II)          2 = Black or African American 

     3 = Hispanic 

     4 = Asian or Pacific Islander 

     5 = Other 

 

Remarks:  This item was only asked if CLERGONE=1. 

 

 

Q19c.  [Are you/Is this person] Hispanic or Latino? 

 

CLERHISP    1 = Yes 

(II)      2 = No 

 

Remarks:  This item was only asked if CLERGONE=1. 

 

 

Q19d.  Clergy race, incorporating responses to CLERHISP 

 

CLERRACE2   1 = White and non-Hispanic 

(II)      2 = White Hispanic 

     3 = Black and non-Hispanic 

     4 = Black Hispanic 

     5 = Hispanic 

     6 = Asian and non-Hispanic 

     7 = Asian Hispanic 

     8 = Other 

 

Remarks:  This item was constructed using CLERRACE and CLERHISP. 

 

 

Q19e.  In what year did [you/this person] become the head or senior clergy person or 

religious leader? 

 

CLERYEAR   4 digit year 

(I, II)  

 

Remarks:  This item was only asked if CLERGONE=1. 

 

 

Q19f.  How old [are you/is this person]? 

 

CLERGAGE   2 digit age 

(I, II)  

 

Remarks:  This item was only asked if CLERGONE=1. 
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Q19g.  How do most people in the congregation address [you/this person]?  

 

HOWADDR    1 = First name or Nickname 

(II)      2 = First Name OR Title First Name 

     3 = First Name OR Title Only 

     4 = First Name OR Title Last Name 

     5 = Title First Name 

     6 = Title First Name OR Title Last Name 

     7 = Title Only 

     8 = Title Last Name 

     9 = Title Only OR Title Last Name 

     10 = Title Only OR Title First Name 

 

TITLE     0 = No Title 

(II)      1 = Mr./Ms./Mrs. 

     2 = Dr. 

     3 = Pastor 

     4 = Minister 

     5 = Reverend 

     6 = Rabbi 

     7 = Father 

     8 = Padre 

     9 = Monsignor 

     10 = Bishop 

     11 = Sister 

     12 = Brother 

     13 = Elder 

     14 = Teacher 

     15 = Preacher 

     16 = President 

     17 = Imam 

     18 = Chaplain 

     20 = Other 

 

Remarks:  This item was only asked if CLERGONE=1.  The variables HOWADD and TITLE 

were both constructed by coding verbatim responses to Q19g. 

 

 

Q19h.  What is the highest level of education [you have/this person has] received? 

 

CLEREDUC   1 = Less than high school 

(I)          2 = High school diploma 

          3 = Some college, but no four-year degree 

     4 = Four-year college degree 

     5 = Graduate degree 

     6 = Other (includes unspecified religious institutions) 
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     7 = Not applicable, no single head clergy 

 

Remarks:  This item was only asked if CLERGONE=1.  If CLERGONE=2, CLEREDUC is set 

at 7. 

  
 
Q19i.  [Have you/Has this person] graduated from a seminary or theological school? 

 

CLERGRAD   1 = Yes 

(II)      2 = No 

 

Remarks:  This item was only asked if CLERGONE=1. 

 

 

Q19j.  [Are you/is this person] currently attending a seminary or theological school? 

 

CLERATTD    1 = Yes 

(II)      2 = No 

 

Remarks:  This item was only asked if CLERGONE=1. 

 

 

Q19k.  [Are you/Is this person] ordained to full clergy status in your congregation, church, 

or religious group? 

 

CLERSTAT    1 = Yes 

(II)      2 = No 

 

Remarks:  This item was only asked if CLERGONE=1. 

 

 

Q19l.  [Were you/was this person] a member or regular participant in this congregation 

before becoming the leader of the congregation? 

 

CLERPART    1 = Yes 

(II)      2 = No 

 

Remarks:  This item was only asked if CLERGONE=1. 

 

 

Q19m.  In what capacity did you participate before? 

 

CLERGCAP    See response categories for Q4 (POS1) 

(II)            

 

Remarks:  This item was only asked if CLERGONE=1. 
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Q19n.  [Are you/Is this person] paid for [your/his/her] work in this congregation? 

 

CLERPAID    1 = Yes 

(II )     2 = No 

 

Remarks:  This item was only asked if CLERGONE=1. 

 

 

Q19o.  Does [your/this personôs] compensation package include a provision for paid 

sabbatical leave of at least one month every seven years? 

 

CLERSABB    1 = Yes 

(II)      2 = No 

 

Remarks:  This item was only asked if CLERGONE=1. 

 

 

Q19p.  [Do you/Does this person] serve another congregation besides this one? 

 

OTHCONG    1 = Yes 

(II)      2 = No 

 

Remarks:  This item was only asked if CLERGONE=1. 

 

 

Q19q.  [Do you/Does this person] hold another job besides working for this or other 

congregations? 

 

OTHJOB    1 = Yes 

(II)      2 = No 

 

Remarks:  This item was only asked if CLERGONE=1. 

 

 

Q19r.  What is [your/this personôs] other job? 

 

CLERGJOB    1 = Chief Financial Manager; County Commissioner/Board 

(II)       Chairman 

     2 = Operations Manager/General Manager 

 3 = Legislator 

 7 = Owner 

8 = Religious work  

10 = Manager, Facilities 

11 = Computer and Information Systems Managers/manager, 

Internet Technology 

12 = Financial Managers/Banker/Supervisor, Accountant 

14 = Manager, Product/Manger, Plant 

22 = Construction Superintendent/Contractor, Construction trades 



 

28 

23 = Education Administration/Athletic Director/School 

Principal/Child Care Center Director 

30 = Manager, Engineering 

31 = Manager, NS 

41 = Manager, Apartment/Manager, Community 

Association/Manager, Cooperative 

42 = Youth Program Director 

53 = Purchasing Agent 

62 = Personnel Training Officer 

71 = Consultant, NS 

80 = Accountants and Auditors 

100 = Consultant, systems, computer or data processing 

104 = Computer Instructor, NS 

106 = Database Administrators 

130 = Architectural Designer 

146 = Engineer, Mechanical 

172 = Chemist 

182 = Psychotherapist 

196 = Research Worker 

200 = Counselor 

210 = Laweyer 

211 = Judges, Magistrates, and Other Judicial Workers 

220 = Teacher n/s (Industry: seminary)/Teacher, college subject 

not specified/Teacher, Religion/Teacher, prison 

232 = Athletic Coach (Secondary School)/Teacher, High School 

234 = Other Teachers and instructors 

240 = Archivist 

260 = Taxidermist 

301 = Dentist 

305 = Pharmacist 

311 = Orthopedic Physician Assistant 

316 = Physical Therapist 

322 = Respiratory therapist 

351 = Medical Record Clerk 

353 = Medical Consultant, NS 

356 = Mail Clerk, not postal service 

385 = Sheriff NA 

386 = police Officer 

392 = Security Guard 

391 = Security Consultant 

403 = Food Preparation Workers 

420 = Manager, Service 

422 = Custodian, NS/Maintenance/NS 

425 = Laborer, landscaping, and grounds keeping 

460 = Home child care provider 

461 = Care giver 

476 = Sales, Car, New or Used 

481 = Sales, Agent, Insurance/Sales, NS 
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482 = Stock Broker 

484 = Sales, Cable television 

485 = Sales, Food Product/Sales, Dairy Supplies 

492 = Sales, Real Estate 

495 = Sales, Newspaper 

500 = Assistant, administrative, managerial or supervisory 

512 = bookkeepers 

592 = technician, Data 

605 = Farmer/NS 

610 = Commercial Fisherman 

613 = Logging Workers 

623 = Carpenter 

626 = Construction worker 

632 = Miscellaneous Construction Equipment Operators 

635 = Electrician 

644 = Plumber 

652 = Mechanic, Sheet Metal 

700 = Maintenance Director, repair 

720 = Technician, Auto, Automobile, Automotive/Mechanic, 

Automotive 

721 = Mechanic, Heavy Equipment 

724 = Small Engine Specialist 

762 = Mechanic NS 

803 = Machinist NS 

834 = Painter 

853 = Sawmill Worker 

862 = Water Treatment Plant Operator 

896 = Worker 

912 = Bus Drivers 

913 = Cement Mixer Driver/Truck Driver NS/Deliverer NS 

962 = Laborer, Warehouse 

9999 = Multiple job mentions 

1111 = Unknown/canôt tell 

 

Remarks:  This item was only asked if CLERGONE=1.  All job codes except 9999 and 1111 

were taken from the U.S. Census (www.census.gov), although in some cases 

categories were collapsed.   

 

 

Q20.  The congregation has co-pastors instead of one head clergyperson 

 

COPASTOR    1 = Yes   

(II)      0 = No 

 

Remarks:  This variable was constructed based on key informant reports of staff titles or other 

information.  Because key informants were not asked directly if their congregation 

had co-pastors, COPASTOR should be used and interpreted with caution. 

http://www.census.gov/
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Q21.  [1998 wording]  How many people currently work in this congregation as full-time 

paid staff? 

 

  [2006-07 wording]  Including [you/the leader weôve been talking about], how many 

people currently work in this congregation as full-time paid staff? 

 

FTSTAFF    Number of persons 

(I, II)  

 

Remarks:  Item wording is slightly different in 1998 and 2006-07.  In both waves, key 

informants should have included themselves if they were full-time employees, but in 

2006-07 we explicitly asked key informants to include themselves, and we added 

probes to be sure they did so.  Therefore, any changes in FTSTAFF over time should 

be interpreted with caution. 

 

 

Q22.  Of the [NUMBER FROM FTSTAFF] full-time paid staff people in this 

congregation, again including [you/the leader weôve been talking about], how many 

would be considered ministerial or other religious staff, such as you ministers, other 

pastors, pastoral counselors, directors of religious education, music ministers, and 

so on?  Please do not count secretaries, janitors, school teachers, or other full-time 

employees not primarily engaged in religious work. 

 

MINSTAFF    Number of persons 

(II)  

 

 

Q23.   How many people currently are part-time paid employees of this congregation, 

including people who receive regular fees for singing or other work? 

 

PTSTAFF    Number of persons 

(I, II)  

 

 

Q24.  What are the job titles of each of these [NUMBER FROM MINSTAFF] full-time 

paid staff people?  Please begin with [yourself/the senior clergy person or religious 

leader]. 

 

STF1TITL    See response categories for Q4 (POS1) 

STF2TITL         

STF3TITL     

STF4TITL     

STF5TITL     

STF6TITL     

(II)        
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Remarks: Job titles (STFTITL1 through STFTITL6) were asked when congregations had fewer 

than 7 full-time ministerial staff, even if the clergyperson was not full-time.  

STFTITL1 always refers to the head or senior clergyperson, if the congregation has 

one.  Other job titles (STFTITL2, STFTITL3, STFTITL4, STFTITL5 and STFTITL6) 

correspond to the staff items below; for example, the person identified by STFTITL2 

is the same person identified by STF2GEND, STF2STRT, STF2GRDT, STF2ATTD, 

STF2ORDN, and STF2MMBR.  

 

 

Q25.  Thinking of [STFTITL2], is this person male or female? 

 

STF2GEND    1 = Male 

(II)      2 = Female 

 

Remarks:  See remarks for Q24. 

 

 

Q26.  In what year did this person start this job at this congregation? 

 

STF2STRT    4 digit year 

(II)  

 

Remarks:  See remarks for Q24. 

 

 

Q27.  Did this person graduate from a seminary or theological school? 

 

STF2GRDT    1 = Yes 

(II)      2 = No 

 

Remarks:  See remarks for Q24. 

 

 

Q28.  Is this person currently attending a seminary or theological school? 

 

STF2ATTD    1 = Yes 

(II)      2 = No 

 

Remarks:  See remarks for Q24. 

 

 

Q29.  If this person ordained to full clergy status in your congregation, church, or 

religious group? 

 

STF2ORDN    1 = Yes 

(II)      2 = No 

 



 

32 

Remarks:  See remarks for Q24. 

 

 

Q30.  Was this person a member or regular participant in this congregation before starting 

this job at your congregation? 

 

STF2MMBR   1 = Yes 

(II)      2 = No 

 

Remarks:  See remarks for Q24. 

 

 

Q31.  Thinking of [STFTITL3], is this person male or female? 

 

STF3GEND    1 = Male 

(II)      2 = Female 

 

Remarks:  See remarks for Q24. 

 

 

Q32.  In what year did this person start this job at this congregation? 

 

STF3STRT    4 digit year 

(II)  

 

Remarks:  See remarks for Q24. 

 

 

Q33.  Did this person graduate from a seminary or theological school? 

 

STF3GRDT    1 = Yes 

(II)      2 = No 

 

Remarks:  See remarks for Q24. 

 

 

Q34.  Is this person currently attending a seminary or theological school? 

 

STF3ATTD    1 = Yes 

(II)      2 = No 

 

Remarks:  See remarks for Q24. 
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Q35.  Is this person ordained to full clergy status in your congregation, church, or 

religious group? 

 

STF3ORDN    1 = Yes 

(II)      2 = No 

 

Remarks:  See remarks for Q24. 

 

 

Q36.  Was this person a member or regular participant in this congregation before starting 

this job at your congregation? 

 

STF3MMBR   1 = Yes 

(II)      2 = No 

 

Remarks:  See remarks for Q24. 

 

 

Q37.  Thinking of [STFTITL4], is this person male or female? 

 

STF4GEND    1 = Male 

(II)      2 = Female 

 

Remarks:  See remarks for Q24. 

 

 

Q38.  In what year did this person start this job at this congregation? 

 

STF4STRT    4 digit year 

(II)  

 

Remarks:  See remarks for Q24. 

 

 

Q39.  Did this person graduate from a seminary or theological school? 

 

STF4GRDT    1 = Yes 

(II)      2 = No 

 

Remarks:  See remarks for Q24. 

 

 

Q40.  Is this person currently attending a seminary or theological school? 

 

STF4ATTD    1 = Yes 

(II)      2 = No 

 

Remarks:  See remarks for Q24. 
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Q41.  Is this person ordained to full clergy status in your congregation, church, or 

religious group? 

 

STF4ORDN    1 = Yes 

(II)      2 = No 

 

Remarks:  See remarks for Q24. 

 

 

Q42.  Was this person a member or regular participant in this congregation before starting 

this job at your congregation? 

 

STF4MMBR   1 = Yes 

(II)      2 = No 

    

Remarks:  See remarks for Q24. 

 

 

Q43.  Thinking of [STFTITL5], is this person male or female? 

 

STF5GEND    1 = Male 

(II)      2 = Female 

 

Remarks:  See remarks for Q24. 

 

 

Q44.  In what year did this person start this job at this congregation? 

 

STF5STRT    4 digit year 

(II)  

 

Remarks:  See remarks for Q24. 

 

 

Q45.  Did this person graduate from a seminary or theological school? 

 

STF5GRDT    1 = Yes 

(II)      2 = No 

 

Remarks:  See remarks for Q24. 

 

 

Q46.  Is this person currently attending a seminary or theological school? 

 

STF5ATTD    1 = Yes 

(II)      2 = No 
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Remarks:  See remarks for Q24. 

 

 

Q47.  Is this person ordained to full clergy status in your congregation, church, or 

religious group? 

 

STF5ORDN    1 = Yes 

(II)      2 = No 

 

Remarks:  See remarks for Q24. 

 

 

Q48.  Was this person a member or regular participant in this congregation before starting 

this job at your congregation? 

 

STF5MMBR   1 = Yes 

(II)      2 = No 

 

Remarks:  See remarks for Q24. 

 

 

Q49.  Thinking of [STFTITL6], is this person male or female? 

 

STF6GEND    1 = Male 

(II)      2 = Female 

 

Remarks:  See remarks for Q24. 

 

 

Q50.  In what year did this person start this job at this congregation? 

 

STF6STRT    4 digit year 

(II)  

 

Remarks:  See remarks for Q24. 

 

 

Q51.  Did this person graduate from a seminary or theological school? 

 

STF6GRDT    1 = Yes 

(II)      2 = No 

 

Remarks:  See remarks for Q24. 
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Q52.  Is this person currently attending a seminary or theological school? 

 

STF6ATTD    1 = Yes 

(II)      2 = No 

 

Remarks:  See remarks for Q24. 

 

 

Q53.  Is this person ordained to full clergy status in your congregation, church, or 

religious group? 

 

STF6ORDN    1 = Yes 

(II)      2 = No 

 

Remarks:  See remarks for Q24. 

 

 

Q54.  Was this person a member or regular participant in this congregation before starting 

this job at your congregation? 

 

STF6MMBR   1 = Yes 

(II)      2 = No 

 

Remarks:  See remarks for Q24. 

 

 

Q55.  Of these [NUMBER FROM MINSTAFF], how many are men? 

 

FTSTFMEN    Number of persons 

(II)  

 

Remarks:  Q55-Q59 (FTSTFMEN, FTSTFGRD, FTSTFATD, FTSTFORD, and FTSTFMBR) 

were asked if congregations had 7 or more full-time ministerial staff 

(MINSTAFF>=7). 

 

 

Q56.  Of these [NUMBER FROM MINSTAFF], how many have graduated from a 

seminary or theological school? 

 

FTSTFGRD    Number of persons 

(II)  

 

Remarks:  See remarks for Q55. 
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Q57.  How many are currently attending a seminary or theological school? 

 

FTSTFATD    Number of persons 

(II)  

 

Remarks:  See remarks for Q55. 

 

 

Q58.  How many are ordained to full clergy status in your congregation, church, or 

religious group? 

 

FTSTFORD    Number of persons 

(II)  

 

Remarks:  See remarks for Q55. 

 

 

Q59.  How many were members or regular participants in your congregation before they 

started their jobs at this congregation? 

 

FTSTFMBR    Number of persons 

(II)  

 

Remarks:  See remarks for Q55. 

 

 

Q60.  Within the past 12 months has the number of full-time paid staff in your 

congregation increased, decreased, or stayed the same? 

 

FTSTFCHG    1 = Increased 

(II)      2 = Stayed the same 

     3 = Decreased 

 

 

Q61.  Is your congregation currently searching for a full-time staff person of any sort? 

 

FTSEARCH    1 = Yes 

(II)      2 = No 

 

 

Q62.  What full-time position are you currently trying to fill? 

 

FTPOSTN    See response categories for Q4 (POS1) 

(II)       

 

Remarks:  This item was asked only if the congregation was searching for a full-time staff person 

(FTSEARCH=1). 
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Q63.  When did this search begin? 

 

FTSRCHMO   Month 

FTSRCHYR    Year 

(II)  

 

Remarks:  This item was asked only if the congregation was searching for a full-time staff person 

(FTSEARCH=1). 

 

 

Q64.   In a typical week, how many worship services does your congregation hold?  

 

NUMSERV1   Number of services 

(I, II)  

 

 

Q65.  Most recent or main worship service month and day 

 

SVCMNTH    Month 

SVCDAY    Day 

(I, II)  

 

Remarks:  These variables were constructed using a series of items designed to identify the focal 

service for Q66-Q104 (see Q20-Q21 on the 1998 questionnaire and Q30 on the 2006-

07 questionnaire).   This series of items is identical, except that in 2006-07 we asked 

the respondent whether s/he was present for the focal service; if not, s/he was asked 

about the most recent service at which s/he was present. 

 

  Respondents in congregations with zero (0) services in the past week were asked to 

think about the most recent worship service.  Respondents in congregations with only 

one (1) service in the past week were asked to think about that service.  Respondents 

in congregations with multiple services (>=2) in the past week were asked to identify 

and think about the ñmainò service in the past week.   

 

 

Q66.  Interview was conducted between June 15
th
 and September 1

st
 

 

SUMMER    1 = Yes 

(II)      0 = No 

 

Remarks:  This item was constructed using Q65 (SVCMNTH and SVCDAY).   

 

 

Q67.  How long did this service last?  

 

LENGTH    Time in minutes 

(I, II)  
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Q68.  Was there a sermon or a speech of some sort at this service?  

 

SERMON    1 = Yes 

(I, II)      2 = No 

 

 

Q69.  How long did the sermon or speech last?  

 

SERMTIME    Time in minutes 

(I, II)  

 

Remarks:  SERMTIME was asked only if SERMON=1.  If a congregation did not have a sermon 

(SERMON=2), SERMTIME was set at zero. 

 

 

Q70.  Did the speaker come down from the altar, podium, chancel, or stage during the 

sermon?  

 

SPKRDWN    1 = Yes 

(II)      2 = No 

 

Remarks:  SPKRDWN was only asked if SERMON=1. 

 

 

Q71.  What language or languages were spoken or sung at this service? 

 

SERVLNG1    First language mentioned 

SERVLNG2    Second language mentioned 

SERVLNG3    Third language mentioned 

(I) 

    1 = African Dialect 

    2 = American Sign Language 

   3 = Arabic 

    4 = Aramaic 

    5 = Armenian 

    6 = Bangladeshi 

    7 = Bulgarian 

    8 = Chinese 

    11 = Creole 

    15 = Dutch 

    16 = English 

    17 = Ethiopian 

    18 = Fijian 

    19 = Filipino 

    21 = Finnish 

22 = French 
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    23 = German 

    25 = Greek 

    28 = Haitian 

    30 = Hebrew 

    31 = Nigerian 

    32 = Hindi 

    33 = Hungarian 

    34 = Icelandic 

    35 = Indonesian 

    36 = Italian 

    37 = Japanese 

    38 = Kenyan 

    39 = Korean 

    41 = Latin 

    42 = Latin and Greek 

    43 = Lithuanian 

    44 = Native American or American Indian 

    46 = Norwegian 

    48 = Pennsylvania Dutch 

    49 = Persian 

    50 = Polish 

    51 = Portuguese 

    52 = Punjabi 

    53 = Romanian 

    54 = Russian 

    55 = Samoan 

    58 = South African 

    59 = Spanish 

    61 = Swahili 

    63 = Tongan 

    64 = Vietnamese 

    65 = Welsh 

    66 = Yiddish 

    67 = Zulu 

    70 = Swedish 

    71 = Indian 

    74 = Turkish 

81 = Lebanese 

    82 = Tamil 

    84 = Pakistani 

    85 = Coptic 

    86 = Hawaiian 

    87 = Ukrainian 

    90 = Other 

  

Remarks:  SERVLNG1, SERVLNG2, and SERVLNG3 were coded from verbatim responses to 

Q71. 
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Q72.  Which one of these was the primary language in which the service was conducted? 

 

MAINLANG    1 = African Dialect 

(I)     2 = American Sign Language 

   3 = Arabic 

    4 = Aramaic 

    5 = Armenian 

    6 = Bangladeshi 

    7 = Bulgarian 

    8 = Chinese 

    11 = Creole 

    15 = Dutch 

    16 = English 

    17 = Ethiopian 

    18 = Fijian 

    19 = Filipino 

    21 = Finnish 

22 = French 

    23 = German 

    25 = Greek 

    28 = Haitian 

    30 = Hebrew 

    31 = Nigerian 

    32 = Hindi 

    33 = Hungarian 

    34 = Icelandic 

    35 = Indonesian 

    36 = Italian 

    37 = Japanese 

    38 = Kenyan 

    39 = Korean 

    41 = Latin 

    42 = Latin and Greek 

    43 = Lithuanian 

    44 = Native American or American Indian 

    46 = Norwegian 

    48 = Pennsylvania Dutch 

    49 = Persian 

    50 = Polish 

    51 = Portuguese 

    52 = Punjabi 

    53 = Romanian 

    54 = Russian 

    55 = Samoan 

    58 = South African 

    59 = Spanish 

    61 = Swahili 
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    63 = Tongan 

    64 = Vietnamese 

    65 = Welsh 

    66 = Yiddish 

    67 = Zulu 

    70 = Swedish 

    71 = Indian 

    74 = Turkish 

81 = Lebanese 

    82 = Tamil 

    84 = Pakistani 

    85 = Coptic 

    86 = Hawaiian 

    87 = Ukrainian 

    90 = Other 

 

Remarks:  MAINLANG was only asked if more than one language was mentioned in Q71. 

 

 

Q73.  Were languages other than [SERVLNG1, SERVLNG2, SERVLNG3] spoken or 

sung at any service in the past 12 months? 

 

OTHLANG    1 = Yes 

(I)     2 = No 

 

 

Q74.  What other languages were spoken or sung? 

 

OTHLANG1   First language mentioned 

OTHLANG2   Second language mentioned 

OTHLANG3   Third language mentioned 

(I) 

    1 = African Dialect 

    2 = American Sign Language 

   3 = Arabic 

    4 = Aramaic 

    5 = Armenian 

    6 = Bangladeshi 

    7 = Bulgarian 

    8 = Chinese 

    11 = Creole 

    15 = Dutch 

    16 = English 

    17 = Ethiopian 

    18 = Fijian 

    19 = Filipino 

    21 = Finnish 

22 = French 
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    23 = German 

    25 = Greek 

    28 = Haitian 

    30 = Hebrew 

    31 = Nigerian 

    32 = Hindi 

    33 = Hungarian 

    34 = Icelandic 

    35 = Indonesian 

    36 = Italian 

    37 = Japanese 

    38 = Kenyan 

    39 = Korean 

    41 = Latin 

    42 = Latin and Greek 

    43 = Lithuanian 

    44 = Native American or American Indian 

    46 = Norwegian 

    48 = Pennsylvania Dutch 

    49 = Persian 

    50 = Polish 

    51 = Portuguese 

    52 = Punjabi 

    53 = Romanian 

    54 = Russian 

    55 = Samoan 

    58 = South African 

    59 = Spanish 

    61 = Swahili 

    63 = Tongan 

    64 = Vietnamese 

    65 = Welsh 

    66 = Yiddish 

    67 = Zulu 

    70 = Swedish 

    71 = Indian 

    74 = Turkish 

81 = Lebanese 

    82 = Tamil 

    84 = Pakistani 

    85 = Coptic 

    86 = Hawaiian 

    87 = Ukrainian 

    90 = Other 

 

Remarks:  This item was asked only if OTHLANG=1. 
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Q75.  Still thinking about [the worship service/the main service] that took place this past 

week, how many different individuals spoke or read to the group at some point in 

this service? Please donôt include those who made brief announcements or 

informally shared a concern. 

 

NUMSPOKE   Number of persons 

(I) 

 

 

Q76.   Was this person male or female?  

 

SEXSPKR    1 = Male 

(I)     2 = Female 

 

Remarks:  This item was asked if the congregation had only one speaker (NUMSPOKE=1). 

 

 

Q77.   How many of these readers or speakers were male and how many were female? 

 

MALESPKR   Number of males 

FEMSPKR    Number of females 

(I) 

 

Remarks:  MALESPKR and FEMSPKR were asked only if the congregation had 2 or more 

speakers (NUMSPOKE>=2).  If a congregation reported that no one spoke at their 

main service (NUMSPOKE=0), MALESPKR and FEMSPKR were set at zero. If a 

congregation reported that 1 person spoke at their main service (NUMSPOKE=1), 

MALESPKR was set to 1 if SEXSPKR=1; likewise, FEMSPKR was set to 1 if 

SEXSPKR=2.   

 

 

Q78.  Was there singing by the congregation at this service?  

 

SINGING    1 = Yes 

(I, II)      2 = No 

 

 

Q79.  Was there singing by a choir at this service?  

 

CHOIR    1 = Yes 

(I, II)      2 = No 

 

 

Q80.  Was there singing by a soloist at this service? 

 

SOLOIST    1 = Yes 

(I)     2 = No 
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Q81.  [1998 wording]  Counting all the musical parts of [this/the main] service this past 

week, how many minutes would you say were taken up by music?  

 

  [2006-07 wording]  Counting all the musical parts of this service, how many 

minutes would you say were taken up by music? 

 

MUSICMIN    Number of minutes 

(I, II)  

 

 

Q82.  Were any musical instruments used in this service? 

 

INSTMENT    1 = Yes 

(I)     2 = No  

 

 

Q83.  Was a piano used?   

 

PIANO    1 = Yes 

(I)     2 = No 

 

Remarks:  This item was asked only if instruments were used (INSTMENT=1).  If a 

congregation reported that no musical instruments were used during the main service 

(INSTMENT=2), PIANO was set at 2.  

 

 

Q84.  Organ?     

 

ORGAN    1 = Yes 

(I)     2 = No 

 

Remarks:  This item was asked only if instruments were used (INSTMENT=1).  If a 

congregation reported that no musical instruments were used during the main service 

(INSTMENT=2), ORGAN was set at 2.  

 

 

Q85.  [1998 wording]  Drums?   

 

  [2006-07 wording]  Were drums used in this service? 

 

DRUMS    1 = Yes 

(I, II)      2 = No 

 

Remarks:  This item was asked only if INSTMENT=1 (in 1998) or MUSICMIN>0 (in 2006-07).  

In 1998, if a congregation reported that no musical instruments were used during the 

main service (INSTMENT=2), DRUMS was set at 2.  In 2006-07, if a congregation 

reported zero minutes of music (MUSICMIN=0), DRUMS was set at 2.  



 

46 

 

 

Q86.  Electric guitar?   

 

ELECGTR    1 = Yes 

(I)     2 = No 

 

Remarks:  This item was asked only if instruments were used (INSTMENT=1).  If a 

congregation reported that no musical instruments were used during the main service 

(INSTMENT=2), ELECGTR was set at 2.  

 

 

Q87.  Was a guitar used at this service?  

 

GUITAR    1 = Yes 

(II)      2 = No 

 

Remarks:  If a congregation reported zero minutes of music (MUSICMIN=0), GUITAR was set 

at 2. 

 

 

Q88.  Was there a time during the service in which people in the congregation greeted 

each other by shaking hands or some other way?  

 

GREET    1 = Yes 

(I, II)      2 = No 

 

 

Q89.  Was there a time during the service for silent prayer or meditation?  

 

MEDITATE    1 = Yes 

(I, II)      2 = No 

 

 

Q90.  Was there a part of this service specifically directed at children? 

 

KIDTIME     1 = Yes 

(I)     2 = No 

 

 

Q91.  Did any teens participate in this service by speaking, reading, singing, or 

performing, not including participating just by being part of the congregation or the 

choir? 

 

TEENPART    1 = Yes 

(I)     2 = No 
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Q92.  Did anyone call out "amen" or other expressions of approval?  

 

AMEN     1 = Yes 

(I, II)      2 = No 

 

 

Q93.  Was there applause at any point in this service?  

 

APPLAUSE    1 = Yes 

(I, II)      2 = No 

 

 

Q94.  Did people laugh out loud at any point in this service? 

 

LAUGH    1 = Yes 

(I)     2 = No 

 

 

Q95.  Was there a written order of service or program that people could follow, either in 

book form or as a handout?   

 

PROGRAM    1 = Yes 

(I, II)      2 = No 

 

 

Q96.  Was any visual projection equipment used in this service?  

 

OVERHEAD   1 = Yes 

(I, II)      2 = No 

 

 

Q97.  Did the people speak or read or recite something together at any point?  

 

CONGREAD   1 = Yes 

(I, II)      2 = No 

 

 

Q98.  Was incense used in this service? 

 

INCENSE    1 = Yes 

(I)     2 = No 

 

 

Q99.  Did any adults jump, shout, or dance spontaneously during this service?  

 

JUMP     1 = Yes 

(I, II)      2 = No 
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Q100.  Did anyone besides the leader raise their hands in praise during the service?  

 

RAISEHND    1 = Yes 

(I, II)      2 = No 

 

 

Q101.  Was communion or the Lord's Supper celebrated at this service? 

 

COMMUN    1 = Yes 

(I)     2 = No 

 

Remarks:  This item was asked only of Christian congregations. 

 

 

Q102.  Did people join hands at any point during the service, such as during a prayer or at 

other moments?  

 

JOINHNDS    1 = Yes 

(II)      2 = No 

 

 

Q103.  Did the leader of this service wear a robe or other special garments?  

 

ROBE     1 = Yes 

(II)      2 = No 

 

 

Q104.  Was a monetary offering collected at this service?  

 

OFFERING    1= Yes 

(II)      2= No 

 

 

Q105.  For about how long would you say that people in this congregation usually mingle 

and socialize informally with each other before and after the service?  

 

SOCLTIME    Time in minutes 

(I, II)  

 

 

Q106.  Still thinking about [the worship service/the main service] that took place this past 

week, how many people, including both adults and children, would you say 

attended?  

 

NUMATTND   Number of persons 

(I, II)  
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Q107.  What was the total attendance, including both adults and children, at all of the 

worship services that took place this past weekend, including services on Friday, 

Saturday, and Sunday?  

 

TOTATTND   Number of persons 

(II)  

 

Remarks:  This item was asked only if the congregation reported more than one worship service 

in the past week.  If a congregation had one or no services, TOTATTND was set at 

zero.  

 

 

Q108.  Of the regularly participating adults in this congregation, how many would you say 

attended more than one of the services held during the previous seven days?  

 

ATTMORE    Number of persons 

(I, II)  

 

Remarks:  This item was asked only if the congregation reported more than one worship service 

in the past week.  If a congregation had one or no services, ATTMORE was set at 

zero.  

 

 

Q109.  In a typical week, does your congregation have a worship service in which the 

primary language is Spanish, or which is bilingual in Spanish and English?  

 

SPANSRVC    1 = Yes 

(II)      2 = No 

 

 

Q110.  Are there important differences between any of the worship services your 

congregation has on a typical weekend, or are they all about the same?  

 

IMPDIFF   1= Important Differences 

(II)     2= All about the Same 

 

Remarks:  This item was asked only if the congregation had 2 or more worship services in the 

past week. 

 

 

Q110a.  Thinking about the worship service on a typical weekend that is most different in 

terms of worship style from the service weôve been talking about, how would you 

describe the main difference between these two services?  

 

Remarks:  Verbatim responses to Q110a were coded into a series of dichotomous variables, each 

of which indicates whether a congregation mentioned a particular type of difference. 

For each variable listed below, a code of 1 means that a difference of that sort was 
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mentioned in response to Q110a.  Note that these variables are not mutually 

exclusive. Note also that these variables are coded at the congregation level, not at the 

difference level.  This means that if a congregation is coded 1 on several of these 

variables, analysts will not be able to determine whether those codes refer to one 

difference or to more than one difference.  A difference-level dataset is available from 

the Principal Investigator upon request. 

 

  This item was asked only if a congregation reported important differences among 

weekend worship services (IMPDIFF=1).  If a congregation reported no differences 

between weekend worship services (IMPDIFF=2), all difference variables are set at 

zero. 

 

      1 = Mentioned this type of difference 

      0 = Did not mention this type of difference 

 

DIFFLANG    Different Language  

DIFFSCHED   Different Schedule  

DIFFGRP    Appeals to Special Group  

DIFFFORM    Difference in In/Formality  

DIFFMUSIC   Difference in music  

OTHDIFFS    Other differences  

(II)  

 

 

Q111.  Within the past 12 months, has the number of worship services in a typical week, 

increased, decreased, or remained the same?   

 

NMSRVCHG   1= Increased 

(II)      2= Remained the Same 

     3= Decreased 

 

 

Q111a.  Why was the number of services [increased/decreased]? 

 

WHYCHG    1 = Change in congregation attendance 

(II)      2 = Wanted to add another schedule option 

  3 = Wanted to provide an alternate worship style 

  4 = Staffing issues 

  5 = Seasonal change 

  6 = Needed a bilingual service 

  10 = Some other reason 

 

Remarks:  This item was only asked if congregations reported a change in their number of 

worship services (NMSRVCHG=1 or 3).  Verbatim responses to Q111a were coded 

into the categorical variable WHYCHG.  Note that these categories are mutually 

exclusive.  
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Q112.  Within the past 12 months, has your congregation participated in a joint worship 

service with any other congregation?  

 

JOINTWOR    1 = Yes 

(I, II)      2 = No  

 

 

Q112a.  Were any of these services with congregations whose racial or ethnic make-up is 

different than your congregationôs?  

       

RACEWOR    1 = Yes 

(I, II)      2 = No 

 

Remarks:  This item was asked only if congregations had participated in a joint worship service 

(JOINTWOR=1).  If a congregation reported no joint worship services 

(JOINTWOR=2), RACEWOR was set at 2. 

 

 

Q112b.  Were any of these services with Jewish congregations?    

 

JEWWOR    1 = Yes 

(I, II)      2 = No 

 

Remarks:  If a congregation reported no joint worship services (JOINTWOR=2), JEWWOR was 

set at 2. In 2006-07, this item was asked only of non-Jewish congregations.    

 

 

Q112c.  Were any of these services with Muslim congregations?  

 

MUSLMWOR   1 = Yes 

(II)      2 = No 

 

Remarks:  This item was asked only of non-Muslim congregations. 

 

 

Q112d.  Were any of these services with Protestant congregations?   

 

PROTWOR    1 = Yes 

(I)     2 = No 

 

Remarks:  If a congregation reported no joint worship services (JOINTWOR=2), PROTWOR 

was set at 2. Also, see remarks on data cleaning associated with Q112f and Q112g 

below. 
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Q112e.  Were any of these services with Roman Catholic congregations?  

 

CATHWOR    1 = Yes 

(I)     2 = No 

 

Remarks:  If a congregation reported no joint worship services (JOINTWOR=2), CATHWOR 

was set at 2. 

 

 

Q112f.  Were any of these services with congregations other than Protestant, Catholic, or 

Jewish? 

 

OTHWOR    1 = Yes 

(I)     2 = No 

 

Remarks:  If a congregation reported no joint worship services (JOINTWOR=2), OTHWOR was 

set at 2. Some congregations responded óYesô to this question, but then mentioned 

only Protestant congregations in the follow-up question, Q112g.  These responses 

were recoded to óNoô on OTHWOR.  Some respondents answered óYesô to Q112f but 

provided no specifics in response to Q112g.  In these cases, no change to OTHWOR 

was made.  Also see remarks associated with Q112g. 

 

 

Q112g.  With what other type of congregations have you had joint worship in the past 12 

months? 

 

OTHWOR1    First mention 

OTHWOR2    Second mention 

OTHWOR3    Third mention 

(I) 

    1 = Eastern Orthodox 

  2 = Mormons, Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints (LDS) 

3 = Buddhist 

    4 = Muslim 

    5 = Sikh 

    6 = Masonic Lodge 

    7 = Bahaôi 

    8 = Hindu 

    10 = Other congregation of the same denomination 

   

Remarks:  This item was asked only if OTHWOR=1.  OTHWOR1, OTHWOR2, and 

OTHWOR3 were coded from verbatim responses to Q112g.  Some respondents listed 

only Protestant congregations in answering this question.  In addition, some 

respondents who mentioned at least one congregation that was not Catholic, Jewish, 

or Protestant also listed a Protestant congregation as their 2
nd

 or 3
rd

 mention.  All 

mentions of Protestant congregations were ignored. 
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Q113.  Within the past 12 months, was there dance performed by teens or adults at any 

worship service of your congregation? 

 

EVERDANC   1 = Yes 

(I)     2 = No 

  

 

Q114.  Within the past 12 months, was an acting skit or play performed by teens or adults 

at any worship service of your congregation? 

 

EVERSKIT    1 = Yes 

(I)     2 = No 

 

 

Q115.  Within the past 12 months, has your congregation hired any singers or other 

musicians to perform at a worship service? 

 

EVERHIRE    1 = Yes 

(I)     2 = No 

 

 

Q116.  Within the past 12 months, have people at worship services been told of 

opportunities for political activity, including petition campaigns, lobbying, or 

demonstrating?  

 

POLOPPS    1 = Yes 

(I, II)      2 = No 

 

 

Q117.  Within the past 12 months, have people at worship services been told of 

opportunities to volunteer to provide assistance for people outside your 

congregation who are in need?  

 

VOLOPPS    1 = Yes 

(II)      2 = No 

 

 

Q118.  At any service during the past 12 months was there a time for people other than the 

leaders of the service to testify or speak about their own religious experience?  

 

TESTIFY    1 = Yes 

(I, II)      2 = No 

 

 

Q119.  Did people speak in tongues at any service within the past 12 months?  

 

TONGUES    1 = Yes 

(I, II)      2 = No 
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Remarks:  This item was asked only of Christian congregations. 

 

 

Q120.  Does your congregation encourage people to use the New International Version of 

the Bible rather than other translations? 

 

NIV     1 = Yes 

(I)     2 = No 

 

Remarks:  This item was asked only of Christian congregations. 

 

 

Q121.  Does your congregation consider the Bible to be the literal and inerrant word of 

God?  

 

INERRANT    1 = Yes 

(I, II)      2 = No 

 

Remarks:  This item was asked only of Christian congregations. 

 

 

Q122.  Does your congregation display an American flag in your main sanctuary or 

worship space?  

 

DISPFLAG    1 = Yes 

(II)      2 = No 

 

 

Q123.  Within the past 12 months, have there been groups, programs, or events that have 

no connection to your congregation but that have used or rented space in your 

building?  This might include other congregations, Alcoholics Anonymous groups, 

day-care centers, or once-a-year events like fairs, concerts, or art shows. 

 

USEBLDG    1 = Yes 

(I)     2 = No  

 

Remarks:  This item was asked only of congregations that owned their own building 

(OWNBLDG=1).  

 

 

Q123a.  Please tell me how many such groups or programs have met in your building within 

the past 12 months. 

 

NUMUSE    Number of groups or programs 

(1) 

 

Remarks:  This item was asked only if USEBLDG=1.  If a congregation reported that no outside 
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groups use their building (USEBLDG=2), NUMUSE was set at zero.  

 

 

Q123b.  Have any of these groups used your building for rehearsals or performances of 

musical or theatrical works? 

 

REHEARSE    1 = Yes 

(I)     2 = No 

 

Remarks:  If a congregation reported that no outside groups used its building (USEBLDG=2), 

REHEARSE was set at 2.  

 

 

Q123c.  Have any of these groups used your building for exhibits of works of art like 

paintings, photography, or sculpture? 

 

EXHIBIT     1 = Yes 

(I)     2 = No 

 

Remarks:  If a congregation reported that no outside groups use their building (USEBLDG=2), 

EXHIBIT was set at 2.  

 

 

Q124.  Does your congregation have any choirs, choruses, or other musical groups that 

sing or perform on a regular basis? 

 

ANYCHOIR   1 = Yes 

(I)     2 = No  

 

 

Q124a.  How many different musical groups are there? 

 

NUMCHOIR   Number of musical groups 

(I) 

  

Remarks:  If a congregation reported no choirs or musical groups (ANYCHOIR=2), 

NUMCHOIR was set at zero. 

 

 

Q124b.  How many people--adults and children--would you say are in [this group/at least 

one of these groups]? 

 

INCHOIR    Number of persons 

(I) 

  

Remarks:  If a congregation reported no choirs or musical groups (ANYCHOIR=2), INCHOIR 

was set at zero. 
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Q125.  Does your congregation have religious education classes for children, teens, or 

adults? 

 

RELED    1 = Yes 

(I, II)      2 = No  

 

Remarks:  This item was not asked in 2006-07; however, we constructed it for 2006-07 cases 

based on responses to CLSUND12, CLS13_14, CLS15_19, CLSYACS, and 

CLSADLT (see below).  If a congregation answered ñyesò to any of these items, 

RELED=1. 

 

 

Q125a.  How many different classes meet at least once a month? 

 

NUMCLASS   Number of classes 

(I) 

  

Remarks:  If a congregation reported no religious education classes (RELED=2), NUMCLASS 

was set at zero. 

  

 

Q125b.  How many children age 12 or younger would you say attend at least one of these 

classes in a typical week? 

 

KIDNO    Number of children 

(I) 

  

Remarks:  If a congregation reported no religious education classes (RELED=2), NUMKIDS 

was set at zero. 

 

 

Q125c.  How many teenagers--those aged 13 to 18--would you say attend at least one of 

these classes in a typical week? 

 

TEENNO    Number of teenagers 

(I) 

  

Remarks:  If a congregation reported no religious education classes (RELED=2), NUMTEENS 

was set at zero. 

 

 

Q125d.  How many adults would you say attend at least one of these classes in a typical 

week? 

 

ADLTNO    Number of adults 

(I) 
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Remarks:  If a congregation reported no religious education classes (RELED=2), NUMADULT 

was set at zero. 

 

 

Q126. Does your congregation have religious education classes for children 12 years and 

younger that meet at least weekly?  

 

CLSUND12    1 = Yes 

(II)    2 = No 

 

 

Q127. Other than regular youth group meetings, does your congregation have religious 

education classes for younger teenagers, those who are 13 or 14 years old, that 

meet at least weekly?  

 

CLS13_14    1 = Yes 

(II)     2 = No 

        

 

Q128. Other than regular youth group meetings, does your congregation have religious 

education classes targeted at older teens, those between the ages of 15 and 19, that 

meet at least weekly?  

 

CLS15_19    1 = Yes 

(II)     2 = No 

 

 

Q129. Other than regular youth group meetings, does your congregation have religious 

education classes targeted at young adults or college students that meet at least 

weekly?  

 

CLSYACS    1 = Yes 

(II)    2 = No 

 

 

Q130. Does your congregation have religious education classes for adults of any age that 

meet at least weekly?  

 

CLSADLT    1 = Yes 

(II)      2 = No 

 

 

Q131. How many teenagers, between 13 and 19 years old, are regular participants in 

your congregation?   

 

TEENRGLR   Number of teenagers 

(II)  
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Q132. Do you have a youth minister or other leader specially designated to coordinate 

activities for youth?  

 

YTHMNSTR    1 = Yes 

(II)     2 = No 

 

 

Q133.  An organized youth group for teenagers?  

 

YTHGRP    1 = Yes 

(II)     2 = No 

 

 

Q134.  Choirs or other musical groups comprised primarily of teens?  

 

TEENCHOR   1 = Yes 

(II)     2 = No 

 

 

Q135. Within the past 12 months, have teens participated through your congregation in 

any youth retreats, conferences, or camps composed primarily of teenagers?  

 

TEENCAMP    1 = Yes 

(II)     2 = No 

 

 

Q136. Within the past 12 months, have teens participated through your congregation in 

any service or volunteer projects composed primarily of teenage volunteers?  

  

TEENVOL   1 = Yes 

(II)      2 = No 

 

 

Q137. Within the past 12 months, have there been any regular worship services in which 

teens participated by speaking or reading in front of the congregation?  

 

TEENSPK     1 = Yes 

(II)      2 = No 

 

 

Q138. Within the past 12 months, have there been any congregational events other than 

worship services that teens planned, led, or at which they gave presentations or 

speeches?  

 

TEENEVNT    1 = Yes 

(II)     2 = No 
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Q139. Do any teenagers serve on any of your congregationôs governing committees, 

commissions, or boards?  

 

TEENLEAD    1 = Yes 

(II)     2 = No 

 

 

Q140. Within the past 12 months, has your congregation organized any events or 

programs whose primary purpose was to meet the needs of teenagers who are not 

part of your congregation?  

 

OTHTEEN     1 = Yes 

(II)     2 = No 

 

 

Q141. Within the past two years, has anyone from your congregation entered seminary, 

theological school, or other kinds of training or preparation for full -time religious 

work?  

 

ENTSCHL    1 = Yes 

(II)     2 = No 

 

 

Q142.  Within the past 12 months, have there been any groups of people from your 

congregation meeting once a month or more for religious, social, recreational, or 

other purposes?  Please do not include governing or administrative committees 

here, and please do not include groups you already have mentioned. 

 

GRPX     1 = Yes 

(I)     2 = No  

 

 

Q142a.  How many such groups have met within the past 12 months? 

 

NUMGRPX    Number of groups 

(I) 

  

Remarks:  If a congregation reported no groups (GRPX=2), NUMGRPX was set at zero. 

 

 

Q142b.  How many people--adults and children--would you say have participated at least 

once in one of these groups within the past 12 months? 

 

INGRPX    Number of persons 

(I) 
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Remarks:  If a congregation reported no groups (GRPX=2), INGRPX was set at zero. 

 

 

Q142c.  For what purpose or purposes do these groups meet? 

 

Remarks:  Verbatim responses to Q142c, Q143c, and Q146 were coded into a series of 

dichotomous variables, each of which indicates whether a congregation mentioned a 

group of a particular type in response to any of these items.  See Q146 for the list of 

these variables. If a congregation reported no groups (GRPX=0 and GRPY=0 in 

1998; OTHGRPS=2 in 2006-07), these variables are set at zero. 

 

 

Q143.  Within the past 12 months, have there been any groups of people from your 

congregation who met together besides the ones that meet once a month or more? 

 

GRPY     1 = Yes 

(I)     2 = No  

 

 

Q143a.  How many such groups have met within the past 12 months? 

 

NUMGRPY    Number of groups 

(I) 

  

Remarks:  If a congregation reported no groups (GRPY=2), NUMGRPY was set at zero. 

 

 

Q143b.  How many people--adults and children--would you say have participated at least 

once in one of these groups within the past 12 months? 

 

INGRPY    Number of persons 

(I) 

  

Remarks:  If a congregation reported no groups (GRPY=2), INGRPY was set at zero. 

 

 

Q143c.  For what purpose or purposes have these groups met? 

 

Remarks:  Verbatim responses to Q142c, Q143c, and Q146 were coded into a series of 

dichotomous variables, each of which indicates whether a congregation mentioned a 

group of a particular type in response to any of these items.  See Q146 for the list of 

these variables. If a congregation reported no groups (GRPX=0 and GRPY=0 in 

1998; OTHGRPS=2 in 2006-07), these variables are set at zero. 
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Q144.  Within the past 12 months, have there been any groups or meetings or classes or 

events specifically focused on the following purposes or activities?  

 

 

Q144a.  To discuss politics?   

 

POLITICS    1 = Yes 

(I, II)      2 = No 

 

 

Q144b.  To discuss a book people have read other than the Bible?   

 

BOOKS    1 = Yes 

(I, II)      2 = No 

 

 

Q144c.  To discuss parenting issues?  

 

PARENTS    1 = Yes 

(I, II)      2 = No 

 

 

Q144d.  An event for cleaning or maintenance of your building? 

 

CLEAN    1 = Yes 

(I)     2 = No 

 

 

Q144e.  For physical healing?   

 

HEALING    1 = Yes 

(I)     2 = No 

 

 

Q144f.  An effort to get people registered to vote? 

 

VOTERREG   1 = Yes 

(I, II)      2 = No 

 

 

Q144g.  A class for people in your congregation to learn English?  

 

LRNENGL    1 = Yes 

(I, II)      2 = No 

 

 

Q144h.  To discuss pollution or other environmental issues?    
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ENVIRON    1 = Yes 

(I)     2 = No 

 

 

Q144i.  An event to organize or encourage people to do volunteer work?  

 

ORGVOLS    1 = Yes 

(I)     2 = No 

 

 

Q144j.  To discuss peopleôs problems or concerns at work?    

 

WORKPROB   1 = Yes 

(I)     2 = No 

 

 

Q144k.  To receive or practice gifts of the spirit such as tongues or prophesying?  

  

SPRGIFTS    1 = Yes 

(I, II)      2 = No 

 

 

Q144l.  A class for current members about the history or practice of your own religious 

tradition? 

 

OWNTRAD    1 = Yes 

(I)     2 = No 

 

 

Q144m. A class for prospective or new members?     

 

NEWMEMS    1 = Yes 

(I, II)      2 = No 

 

 

Q144n.  A meeting specifically to pray or meditate?     

 

TOPRAY    1 = Yes 

(I)     2 = No 

 

 

Q144o.  To put on a musical or theatrical performance, not including the choirs you've 

already mentioned? 

      

PERFORM    1 = Yes 

(I)     2 = No   
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Q144p.  To attend a live musical or theatrical performance elsewhere?  

 

SPECTATE    1 = Yes 

(I)     2 = No 

 

 

Q144q.  A class to train new religious education teachers?    

 

TRAIN    1 = Yes 

(I, II)      2 = No 

 

 

Q144r.  To discuss race relations in our society?     

 

RACEREL    1 = Yes 

(I)     2 = No 

 

 

Q144s.  To discuss how best to preserve your congregationôs own racial or ethnic heritage? 

 

HERITAGE    1 = Yes 

(I)     2 = No 

 

 

Q144t.  To discuss or learn about a religion other than your own?   

 

OTHTRAD    1 = Yes 

(I, II)      2 = No 

 

 

Q144u.  Twelve-step groups such as alcoholics anonymous or similar self-help groups? 

 

SELFHELP    1 = Yes 

(I)     2 = No 

 

 

Q144v.  To discuss or learn how to manage oneôs personal finances?   

 

OWNMONY   1 = Yes 

(I)     2 = No 

 

 

Q144w. To discuss how to improve the management of your congregationôs money? 

 

CONGMONY   1 = Yes 

(I)     2 = No 
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Q144x.  To take a trip somewhere that required an overnight stay?   

 

OVERNITE    1 = Yes 

(I)     2 = No 

 

 

Q144y.  To plan or conduct an assessment of community needs?   

 

ASSESS    1 = Yes 

(I, II)      2 = No 

 

 

Q144z.  A class for married couples on enriching or improving their marriages?  

 

MARRIAGE     1 = Yes 

(II)     2 = No 

 

 

Q144aa. To discuss or learn about religious or charitable work in other countries?  

 

FRGNWORK    1 = Yes 

(II)     2 = No 

 

 

Q144bb. To participate in a service project or volunteer activity in which people from your 

congregation worked with people from another faith?  

    

INTFTHWK    1 = Yes 

(II)     2 = No 

  

 

Q144cc. To do strategic planning or discuss the future goals of your congregation?  

 

STRGPLAN    1 = Yes 

(II)     2 = No 

   

  

 Q144dd. To travel to another part of the United States to provide assistance to people in 

need?  

 

TRVLUS    1 = Yes 

(II)     2 = No 

  

 

Q144ee. To travel to another country to provide assistance to people in need?   

  

TRVLFRGN    1 = Yes 

(II)     2 = No 
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Q144ff. To get out the vote during an election?  

 

GOVOTE    1 = Yes 

(II)     2 = No 

 

 

Q144gg. To organize or participate in efforts to lobby elected officials of any sort?  

 

LOBBY    1 = Yes 

(I, II)      2 = No 

 

 

Q144hh. On what issue or issues did a group from your congregation lobby elected officials?  

 

LISSUE1   1 = Right to Life 

LISSUE2   2 = Right for Women to Choose 

LISSUE3   3 = Stem Cell Research  

(II)     4 = Euthanasia/Assisted Suicide 

5 = Death Penalty 

6 = Pro-Gay Rights 

7 = Anti-Gay Rights 

8 = Education 

9 = Support Immigration 

10 = Against Immigration 

11 = Support of Workers rights 

12 = International Aid/Support, Issues, Human Rights, Peace/War 

13 = Support of Environment 

14 = Poverty, Welfare/Social Services support 

20 = Other 

22 = Multiple Codes 

31 = Immigration, no position indicated 

32 = Gay and lesbian issue, no position indicated 

33 = Abortion, no position indicated 

 

Remarks:  LISSUE1, LISSUE2, and LISSUE3 were created by coding verbatim responses to 

Q144hh. 

 

 

Q144ii. To organize or participate in a demonstration or march either in support of or 

opposition to some public issue or policy?  

 

MARCH    1 = Yes 

(I, II)      2 = No 
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Q144jj. What was the issue or policy about which a group from your congregation 

demonstrated or marched?  

 

MISSUE1   1 = Right to Life 

MISSUE2   2 = Right for Women to Choose 

MISSUE3   3 = Stem Cell Research  

(II)     4 = Euthanasia/Assisted Suicide 

5 = Death Penalty 

6 = Pro-Gay Rights 

7 = Anti-Gay Rights 

8 = Education 

9 = Support Immigration 

10 = Against Immigration 

11 = Support of Workers rights 

12 = International Aid/Support, Issues, Human Rights, Peace/War 

13 = Support of Environment 

14 = Poverty, Welfare/Social Services support 

20 = Other 

22 = Multiple Codes 

31 = Immigration, no position indicated 

32 = Gay and lesbian issue, no position indicated 

33 = Abortion, no position indicated 

 

Remarks:  MISSUE1, MISSUE2, and MISSUE3 were created by coding verbatim responses to 

Q144jj. 

 

 

Q145.  Does your congregation have any other groups, meetings, or classes besides those 

youôve already mentioned?  

 

OTHGRPS        1 = Yes 

(II)     2 = No  

 

 

Q146. What are the three best attended groups that you havenôt already mentioned? 

 

Remarks:  Verbatim responses to Q142c, Q143c, and Q146 were coded into a series of 

dichotomous variables, each of which indicates whether a congregation mentioned a 

group of a particular type in response to any of these items.  There are major 

differences in how group information was gathered in 1998 and 2006-07.  In 1998, 

group information was gathered with multiple items designed to elicit information on 

several different kinds of groups (see Q142 and Q143).  In 2006-07, however, 

detailed group information was gathered only with Q146, which means many fewer 

groups were mentioned than in 1998.  Because of this major difference, we created 

two versions of each dichotomous variable.  Variables with the suffix ñ98ò contain 

codes for groups mentioned in 1998 (Q142c and Q143c).  Variables with the suffix 

ñ06ò contain codes for groups mentioned in 2006-07 (Q145).   
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  Note that variables in this series are not mutually exclusive.  Note also that these 

variables are coded at the congregation level, not at the group level.  This means that, 

if a congregation is coded 1 on several of these variables, analysts will not be able to 

determine whether those codes refer to one group or to more than one group.  A 

group-level data set is available from the Principal Investigator upon request. 

 

  If a congregation reported no groups (GRPX=0 and GRPY=0 in 1998; OTHGRPS=2 

in 2006-07), these variables are set at zero. 

 

     1 = Mentions at least one group of this type 

     0 = No group of this type named  

 

GACTION98 / GACTION06   Social justice, neighborhood, or community issues     

GARTS98 / GARTS06 Fine or performing arts  

GBEREAVE98 / GBEREAVE06  Dealing with the loss of loved one  

GBIBLE98 / GBIBLE06   Bible studies  

GBUSINESS98 / GBUSINESS06  Business or financial purposes  

GCHURCH98 / GCHURCH06  Care for congregational buildings or property   

GCLOTHES 98 / GCLOTHES06  Sewing groups  

GCOLLEGE98 / GCOLLEGE06  Specifically for young adults (i.e., age 18+)  

GCOUPLE98 / GCOUPLE06  Specifically for couples   

GDIVORCE 98 / GDIVORCE06  Divorce support groups  

GEDUC98 / GEDUC06   Non-religious education purposes 

GELDERLY98 / GELDERLY06  Specifically for senior citizens  

GETHNIC98 / GETHNIC06   Specifically for people from certain racial/ethnic 

groups 

GFAMILY98 / GFAMILY06   Purpose is supporting families, including marriage 

training, wedding or baby showers, discussion of 

pregnancy issues or family values  

GFEMALE98 / GFEMALE06  Specifically for women  

GFEST98 / GFEST06    Festivals, bazaars, craft fairs, or other celebrations  

GFOOD98 / GFOOD06   Explicitly involving food, including picnics, 

dinners, lunches, coffee hours  

GFUND98 / GFUND06   Fund-raising   

GGAME98 / GGAME06   Bingo, cards, or other game-playing  

GHEALTH98 / GHEALTH06  Focused on individualsô physical well being  

GHOLYNAME98 / GHOLYNAME06 Holy Name Society  

GJOB98 / GJOB06    Helping individuals find jobs or advance their 

careers  

GKOFC98 / GKOFC06   Knights of Columbus  

GKID98 / GKID06    Specifically for children and youth 

GLEAD98 / GLEAD06   Meetings of congregational leaders  

GLITCOM98 / GLITCOM06   Focused on congregationsô worship or liturgy  

GMALE98 / GMALE06   Specifically for men 

GNEWMEM98 / GNEWMEM06  Focused on new members of the congregation  

GOTHER98 / GOTHER06    Group is nowhere else classified 

GOUTREACH98 / GOUTREACH06 Purpose is to recruit new members or evangelize 

GPRAY98 / GPRAY06   Prayer, worship, or devotional activity 
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GPROMISE98 / GPROMISE06  Promise Keepers  

GREC98 / GREC06    Recreation  

GRELIG98 / GRELIG06   Religious purpose  

GSERVICE98 / GSERVICE06  Helping the needy  

GSINGLE98 / GSINGLE06   Specifically for singles  

GSOCIAL98 / GSOCIAL06   Socializing or ñfellowshipò  

GSTUDY98 / GSTUDY06   Study, teaching, or education whose content is 

unclear 

GSUBSTANC98 / GSUBSTANC06  Helping people with substance abuse problems  

GSUPPORT98 / GSUPPORT06  Support groups for specific problems or issues, 

except bereavement and substance abuse  

GTEACHER98 / GTEACHER06  Supporting teachers within the congregation or 

within congregation-related schools  

GVBS98 / GVBS06    Vacation or summer bible schools  

GVDP98 / GVDP06    St. Vincent de Paul  

GVISIT98 / GVISIT06   Visiting others, such as shut-ins or incarcerated 

(I, II)        individuals  

 

 

Q147.  [1998 wording]  Have voter guides ever been distributed to people through your 

congregation? 

 

[2006-07 wording]  Have voter guides been distributed through your congregation 

within the past 2 years?  

 

VOTRGUID    1=Yes 

(I, II)     2=No 

 

 

Q147a.  Who wrote or produced the voter guide that was distributed?   

 

VGAUTHR1   1 = City, County, or state government 

VGAUTHR2   2 = Candidate or Political Party, unspecified 

VGAUTHR3   3 = Church member, clergy or other congregation 

(I, II)      4 = Local council of churches, or ecumenical organization 

    5 = Pro-life groups 

    6 = League of Women Voters 

    7 = NAACP          

8 = Catholic church/organization (including regional or diocesan 

office or newspaper 

    9 = FLARE          

10 = Citizens Concerned for the Constitution 

    11 = Ohio Round Table 

    12 = Christian Coalition 

    13 = 700 Club/ Pat Robertson       

14 = Focus on the Family/Dr. James Dobson     

    15 = Dr. James Kennedyôs group 

16 = Citizens for Traditional Values and/or Lou Sheldon    
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    17 = Family Forum (Michigan) 

18 = Regional church office, unspecified denomination  

    19 = Other          

    20 = Canôt tell 

    21 = Common Cause 

    22 = Moral Majority/ Jerry Falwell 

23 = [Colorado for] Family Values; [Florida] Family Council (i.e. 

ñFamilyò organization 

24 = Conservative/evangelical source, not elsewhere classified 

            

Remarks:  This item was asked only if congregations distributed voter guides (VOTRGUID=1).  

These variables were coded from verbatim responses to Q147a.  Note that in 1998, 

respondents could mention only one voter guide author, while in 2006-07, 

respondents could mention up to three voter guide authors.  Therefore, VGAUTHR1 

contains data for 1998 and 2006-07, but VGAUTHR2 and VGAUTHR3 contain data 

only for 2006-07. 

 

 

Q148. Does your congregation provide any materials or have programs or activities 

specifically aimed at families who home-school their children?  

 

HOMESCHL    1 = Yes 

(II)     2 = No 

 

 

Q149.  Does your congregation have an elementary or high school?  

 

HAVESCHL   1 = Yes 

(I, II)      2 = No   

 

 

Q150.  Does your congregation give money directly to any college, university, or 

seminary? 

 

COLLEGE    1 = Yes 

(I)     2 = No 

 

 

Q151.  Has your congregation participated in or supported social service, community 

development, or neighborhood organizing projects of any sort within the past 12 

months? Please donôt include projects that use or rent space in your building but 

have no other connection to your congregation.  

 

SOCLSERV    1 = Yes 

(I, II)      2 = No  
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Q151a. Within the past 12 months, has your congregation engaged in any human service 

projects, outreach ministries, or other activities intended to help people who are not 

members of your congregation?  

 

SCLSERV2    1 = Yes 

(II)      2 = No 

 

Remarks:  This item was asked in 2006 only if a respondent answered ñnoò to Q151 

(SOCLSERV=2).  The following series of items (Q151b-Q155d) was asked only if 

congregations reported social services.  In 1998, they were asked if SOCLSERV=1; 

in 2006-07, they were asked if SOCLSERV=1 or SCLSERV2=1.  Therefore, even 

though the items below are worded identically across survey waves, they were asked 

of different subsets of congregations.  In order to assess change over time with these 

items, analysts need to make the 2006-07 versions comparable to the 1998 versions 

by recoding the 2006-07 responses to ñNoò or ñzeroò for cases on which 

SOCLSERV=2. 

   

     

Q151b.  What projects or programs have you sponsored or participated in?  

 

Remarks:  Informants were probed to describe as many programs as they could recall.  Verbatim 

responses to Q151b were coded into a series of dichotomous variables, each of which 

indicates whether a congregation mentioned a program of a particular type. There are 

two versions of each dichotomous variable.  Variables with the suffix ñ98ò contain 

codes for programs mentioned in 1998.  Variables with the suffix ñ06ò contain codes 

for programs mentioned in 2006-07.  The question wording and coding of these items 

is identical in both survey waves, but the questions were asked of different subsamples 

of congregations. Appropriate recoding is necessary to assess change over time in 

responses to these items.  See the remark on Q151a. 

 

  Note that these variables are not mutually exclusive.  A 1998 program described as 

ñfeeding the homeless,ò for example, is coded 1 on both SFOOD98 and 

SHOMELES98.  Note also that these variables are coded at the congregation level, not 

at the program level.  This means that, if a congregation is coded 1 on several of these 

variables, analysts will not be able to determine whether those codes refer to one 

program or to more than one program.  A program-level data set is available from the 

Principal Investigator upon request. 

 

  This item was asked only if congregations reported social service programs 

(SOCLSERV=1 or SCLSERV2=1).  If congregations do not have any social service 

programs (SOCLSERV=2 and SCLSERV2=2), these variables are set at zero. 

 

     1 = Mentions at least one program of this type 

     0 = No program of this type named   

 

SABUSED98 / SABUSED076 Services for victims of rape or domestic violence  

SCLEAN98 / SCLEAN06  Cleaning highways or parks 

SCLOTHES98 / SCLOTHES06 Clothing or blankets, including rummage sales 
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SCOLLEGE98 / SCOLLEGE06 Specifically for college students or young adults 

SDISASTER98 / SDISASTER06 Disaster relief  

SEDUC98 / SEDUC06  Non-religious education 

SELDERLY98 / SELDERLY06 Specifically for senior citizens  

SETHNIC98 / SETHNIC06  Programs focused on issues of race or ethnicity  

SFOOD98 / SFOOD06  Feeding the hungry  

SGENDER98 / SGENDER06 Programs targeting men or women in particular  

SHABITAT98 / SHABITAT06 Habitat for Humanity projects  

SHEALTH98 / SHEALTH06  Programs targeting physical health needs  

SHOMELES98 / SHOMELES06 Programs targeting the homeless or transients  

SHOUSE98 / SHOUSE06  Home building, repair, or maintenance  

SIMMIG98 / SIMMIG06  Programs directed at immigrants, migrants, or refugees 

SINTL98 / SINTL06   Programs targeting people outside the United States  

SJOB98 / SJOB06   Programs to help people obtain jobs  

SKID98 / SKID06   Specifically for children or youth  

SOTHER98 / SOTHER06  Program is nowhere else classified 

SPRISON98 / SPRISON06  Programs targeting prisoners or people in trouble with the 

law and their families  

SRELIG98 / SRELIG06  Programs with explicit religious content  

SSECURE98 / SSECURE06  Programs focused on crime prevention, crime victims, 

police and fire departments, military personnel  

SSUBSTANC98 / SSUBSTANC06 Substance abuse programs  

SSUPPHOUS98 / SSUPPHOUS06 Providing furniture, household items, and money for rent or 

utilities  

SVDP98 / SVDP06   St. Vincent de Paul  

SVOL98 / SVOL06   Explicit volunteering, not including Habitat for Humanity 

(I, II)  

 

 

Q151c.  For each of these please tell me whether it is a program or project completely run 

by your congregation, or whether it is a program that is run by or in collaboration 

with other groups or organizations.    

 

     1 = Completely run by congregation 

     2 = Run in collaboration with another organization 

 

Remarks:  This item was asked only if congregations reported social service programs.  It is not 

included in the dataset, but was used with verbatim responses to Q151d to create the 

collaboration variables below (see Q151d).  The question wording and coding of this 

item is identical in both survey waves, but the questions were asked of different 

subsamples of congregations. Appropriate recoding is necessary to assess change 

over time in responses to these items.  See the remark on Q151a. 
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Q151d.  With what other organizations does your congregation collaborate on this program?  

 

Remarks:  Informants were asked Q151c with respect to every program they mentioned.  If they 

reported that a program involved collaboration, they were asked Q151d and were 

allowed to mention up to two collaborators for each program.  Verbatim responses to 

Q151d were coded into a series of dichotomous variable, each indicating whether a 

collaborator of that type was mentioned. There are two versions of each dichotomous 

variable.  Variables with the suffix ñ98ò contain codes for programs mentioned in 

1998.  Variables with the suffix ñ06ò contain codes for programs mentioned in 2006-

07.  Note that because each congregation could mention up to two collaborators per 

service program, these variables are not mutually exclusive.  Note also that these 

variables are coded at the congregation-level and not the collaborator-level.  A 

collaborator-level data set is available from the Principal Investigator upon request. 

 

  This item was asked only if congregations reported social service programs 

(SOCLSERV=1 or SCLSERV2=1).  If a congregation reported no social service 

programs (SOCLSERV=2 in 1998 or SOCLSERV=2 and SCLSERV2=2 in 2006-07) 

these variables were set at zero.  The question wording and coding of this item is 

identical in both survey waves, but the questions were asked of different subsamples 

of congregations. Appropriate recoding is necessary to assess change over time in 

responses to these items.  See the remark on Q151a. 

 

       1 = Mentioned this kind of collaborator 

       0 = Did not mention this kind of collaborator 

 

COLLBUS98 / COLLBUS06 Collaborated with business on social service projects 

COLLCONG98 / COLLCONG06 Collaborated with other congregations on social service 

projects 

COLLDEN98 / COLLDEN06 Collaborated with a denominational organization on social 

service projects 

COLLGOVT98 / COLLGOVT06 Collaborated with government on social service projects 

COLLNP98 / COLLNP06 Collaborated with a non-profit on social service projects 

COLLOTH98 / COLLOTH06 Collaborated with another kind of organization on social 

service projects 

COLLREL98 / COLLREL06  Collaborated with another religious organization on social 

service projects 

COLLSCHL98 / COLLSCHL06 Collaborated with an educational institution on social 

service projects 

NOCOLL98 / NOCOLL06 Did not collaborate on social service projects 

(I, II)   
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Q152.  How much money, overall, did your congregation directly spend on all of these 

projects or programs within the past 12 months? Here, Iôm asking about direct cash 

donations from your congregation, not counting staff time or volunteer time.  

 

PROGCOST_98 / PROGCOST_06  Dollar amount 

(I, II)  

  

Remarks: Although the exact same item wording was used in 1998 and 2006-07, this item was 

asked of different subsamples of congregations in the two survey waves.  

Consequently, we created two versions of PROGCOST to prevent confusion.  

PROGCOST_98 contains data from 1998, and PROGCOST_06 contains data from 

2006-07.  Note that in 1998, this item was asked only if SOCLSERV=1, while in 

2006-07 this item was asked if SOCLSERV=1 or SCLSERV2=1.  If a congregation 

reported no social service programs (SOCLSERV=2 in 1998 or SOCLSERV = 2 and 

SCLSERV2 = 2 in 2006-07), PROGCOST was set at zero. Appropriate recoding is 

necessary to assess change over time in responses to these items.  See the remark on 

Q151a.  

  

 

Q153.  Within the past 12 months, has anyone who is paid by your congregation spent 

more than 25% of their work time on one or more of these projects?  

 

PRGSTAF1_98 / PRGSTAF1_06  1 = Yes 

(I, II)        2 = No 

 

Remarks:  Although the exact same item wording was used in 1998 and 2006-07, this item was 

asked of different subsamples of congregations in the two survey waves.  

Consequently, we created two versions of PRGSTAF1 to prevent confusion.  

PRGSTAF1_98 contains data from 1998, and PRGSTAF1_06 contains data from 

2006-07.  Note that in 1998, this item was asked only if SOCLSERV=1, while in 

2006-07 this item was asked if SOCLSERV=1 or SCLSERV2=1.  If a congregation 

reported no social service programs (SOCLSERV=2 in 1998 or SOCLSERV = 2 and 

SCLSERV2 = 2 in 2006-07), PRGSTAF1 was set at 2. Appropriate recoding is 

necessary to assess change over time in responses to these items.  See the remark on 

Q151a. 

 

 

Q153a.  How many of your paid staff spent more than 25% of their work time on one or 

more of these projects?  

 

PRGSTAF2_98    Number of persons 

(I) 

  

Remarks: This item was asked only if PRGSTAF1_98=1.  If a congregation reported no staff 

working more than 25% of the time on a social service project (PRGSTAF1_98=2), 

PRGSTAF2_98 was set at zero. 
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Q154.  Has anyone from your congregation done any volunteer work for one or more of 

these programs within the past 12 months?  

 

PRGVOL1_98 / PRGVOL1_06  1 = Yes 

(I, II)        2 = No 

 

Remarks:  Although the exact same item wording was used in 1998 and 2006-07, we created two 

versions of PRGVOL1 to prevent confusion.  PRGVOL1_98 contains data from 1998, 

and PRGVOL1_06 contains data from 2006-07.  Note that in 1998, this item was 

asked only if SOCLSERV=1, while in 2006-07 this item was asked if SOCLSERV=1 

or SCLSERV2=1.  If a congregation reported no social service programs 

(SOCLSERV=2 in 1998 or SOCLSERV = 2 and SCLSERV2 = 2 in 2006-07), 

PRGVOL1 was set at 2. Appropriate recoding is necessary to assess change over time 

in responses to these items.  See the remark on Q151a.  

 

 

Q154a.  Of the regularly participating adults in your congregation, how many of them would 

you say did volunteer work at least once for one or more of these programs within 

the past 12 months?  

 

PRGVOL2_98 / PRGVOL2_06  Number of persons 

(I, II)  

  

Remarks:  Although the exact same item wording was used in 1998 and 2006-07, we created two 

versions of PRGVOL2 to prevent confusion.  PRGVOL2_98 contains data from 1998, 

and PRGVOL2_06 contains data from 2006-07.  This item was asked only if 

PRGVOL1=1.  If a congregation reported no volunteer work (PRGVOL1=2), 

PRGVOL2 was set at zero.  Appropriate recoding is necessary to assess change over 

time in responses to these items.  See the remark on Q151a. 

 

 

Q155.  Are any of these programs that you've mentioned supported by outside funds 

directly provided to your congregation by other agencies or organizations?  

 

OUTFUNDS_98 / OUTFUNDS_06  1 = Yes  

(I, II)        2 = No  

 

Remarks:  Although the exact same item wording was used in 1998 and 2006-07, we created two 

versions of OUTFUNDS to prevent confusion.  OUTFUNDS_98 contains data from 

1998, and OUTFUNDS_06 contains data from 2006-07.  Note that in 1998, this item 

was asked only if SOCLSERV=1, while in 2006-07 this item was asked if 

SOCLSERV=1 or SCLSERV2=1.  If a congregation reported no social service 

programs (SOCLSERV=2 in 1998 or SOCLSERV = 2 and SCLSERV2 = 2 in 2006-

07), OUTFUNDS was set at 2. Appropriate recoding is necessary to assess change 

over time in responses to these items.  See the remark on Q151a.  
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Q155a.  Did any of these funds come as donations from foundations, businesses, or United 

Way? 

 

FOUND1_98    1 = Yes 

(I)      2 = No 

 

Remarks:  This item was asked only if OUTFUNDS_98=1.  If a congregation reported no 

outside funds going to support a social service project (OUTFUNDS_98=2), 

FOUND1_98 was set at 2.   

 

 

Q155b.  How much did your congregation receive from foundations, businesses, or United 

Way in your most recent fiscal year? 

 

FOUND2_98    Dollar amount 

(I) 

  

Remarks:  This item was asked only if FOUND1_98=1.  If a congregation received no money 

from foundations, businesses or the United Way (FOUND1_98=2), FOUND2_98 was 

set at zero. 

 

 

Q155c.  Did any of these funds come from local, state, or federal government?  

 

GOVFUND1_98 / GOVFUND1_06  1 = Yes 

(I, II)        2 = No  

 

Remarks: Although the exact same item wording was used in 1998 and 2006-07, we created two 

versions of GOVFUND1 to prevent confusion.  GOVFUND1_98 contains data from 

1998, and GOVFUND1_06 contains data from 2006-07. This item was asked only if 

OUTFUNDS_98=1 or OUTFUNDS_07=1.  If a congregation reported no social 

service programs (SOCLSERV=2 in 1998 or SOCLSERV = 2 and SCLSERV2 = 2 in 

2006-07), GOVFUND1 was set at 2. Appropriate recoding is necessary to assess 

change over time in responses to these items.  See the remark on Q151a.  

 

 

Q155d.  How much money did your congregation receive from the government in grants, 

contracts, or fees during your most recent fiscal year?  

 

GOVFUND2_98 / GOVFUND2_06  Dollar amount 

(I, II)  
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Remarks: Although the exact same item wording was used in 1998 and 2006-07, we created two 

versions of GOVFUND2 to prevent confusion.  GOVFUND2_98 contains data from 

1998, and GOVFUND2_06 contains data from 2006-07. This item was asked only if 

GOVFUND1_98=1 or GOVFUND1_07=1.  If a congregation received no money from 

the government (GOVFUND1=2), GOVFUND2 was set at zero. Appropriate recoding 

is necessary to assess change over time in responses to these items.  See the remark on 

Q151a. 

 

 

Q156.  Total number of social service programs 

 

TOTPROG98   Number of programs    

(I) 

  

Remarks:  This variable is the total number of social service programs mentioned in response to 

Q151b in 1998.   

 

 

Q157.  Total number of social service programs 

 

TOTPROG06A   Number of programs 

(II)  

 

Remarks:  This variable is the total number of social service programs mentioned in response to 

Q151b in 2006-07.  Note that this variable contains totals for congregations who 

answered ñyesò to either social service item (SOCLSERV=1 or SCLSERV2=1).  

Therefore, this item is not comparable to TOTPROG98; to compute a variable for 

2006-07 that is comparable to TOTPROG98, analysts should set TOTPROG06A to 

zero when SOCLSERV=2. 

 

 

Q158.  Have you heard about legislation in Congress that would enable religious 

congregations to apply for public money to support their human services programs?  

 

LEGAWARE    1 = Yes 

(I)      2 = No 

 

 

Q159.  Does your congregation have a policy against receiving funds from local, state, or 

federal government?  

 

POLICY     1 = Yes 

(I, II)       2 = No 
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Q160.  Do you think your congregation would apply for government money to support 

your human services programs if it was available?  

 

APPLYGOV    1 = Yes 

(I, II)       2 = No 

 

Remarks:  If a congregation reported having a policy against applying for government funds 

(POLICY=1), APPLYGOV was set at 2. 

 

 

Q161. Within the past two years, has your congregation applied for a grant from any 

government agency at the local, state, or federal level?  

 

HVAPLYGV  1 = Yes 

(II)   2 = No 

 

 

Q162. Does your congregation engage in any other human service projects or outreach 

ministries besides those youôve already mentioned?  

 

OTHPRJ   1 = Yes 

(II)   2 = No  

 

   

Q162a. What are the three most important? 

 

Remarks:  Q162 and Q162a are attempts to gather information on any additional social service 

programs from respondents, programs they might have neglected to mention in 

response to Q151b.  Verbatim responses to Q162a were coded into a series of 

dichotomous variables, each of which indicates whether a congregation mentioned a 

program of a particular type.  We did not ask respondents to identify collaborators for 

programs mentioned here.  

 

  Note that these variables are not mutually exclusive.  A program described as ñfeeding 

the homeless,ò for example, is coded 1 on both PFOOD06 and PHOMELES06.  Note 

also that these variables are coded at the congregation level, not at the program level.  

This means that, if a congregation is coded 1 on several of these variables, analysts 

will not be able to determine whether those codes refer to one program or to more than 

one program.  A program-level data set is available from the Principal Investigator 

upon request. 

 

  If congregations did not report any additional social service programs (OTHPRJ=2), 

these variables are set at zero. 

 

     1 = Mentions at least one program of this type 

     0 = No program of this type named   

 

PABUSED07  Services for victims of rape or domestic violence  
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PCLEAN06   Cleaning highways or parks 

PCLOTHES06  Clothing or blankets, including rummage sales 

PCOLLEGE06  Specifically for college students or young adults 

PDISASTER06  Disaster relief  

PEDUC06  Non-religious education 

PELDERLY06  Specifically for senior citizens  

PETHNIC06   Programs focused on issues of race or ethnicity  

PFOOD06   Feeding the hungry  

PGENDER06  Programs targeting men or women in particular  

PHABITAT06  Habitat for Humanity projects  

PHEALTH06  Programs targeting physical health needs  

PHOMELES06  Programs targeting the homeless or transients  

PHOUSE06   Home building, repair, or maintenance  

PIMMIG06   Programs directed at immigrants, migrants, or refugees 

PINTL06   Programs targeting people outside the United States  

PJOB06   Programs to help people obtain jobs  

PKID06   Specifically for children or youth  

POTHER06   Program is nowhere else classified 

PPRISON06   Programs targeting prisoners or people in trouble with the law and their 

families  

PRELIG06   Programs with explicit religious content  

PSECURE06  Programs focused on crime prevention, crime victims, police and fire 

departments, military personnel  

PSUBSTANC06  Substance abuse programs  

PSUPPHOUS06  Providing furniture, household items, and money for rent or utilities  

PVDP06   St. Vincent de Paul  

PVOL06   Explicit volunteering, not including Habitat for Humanity 

(II)  

 

 

Q163.  Total number of social service programs 

 

TOTPROG06B   Number of programs 

(II)  

 

Remarks:  This variable is the total number of social service programs mentioned in response to 

Q151b and Q162a.  Note that this variable contains totals for congregations who 

answered ñyesò to any social service item (SOCLSERV=1, SCLSERV2=1, or 

OTHPRJ=1).  Therefore, this item is not comparable to TOTPROG98; to compute a 

variable for 2006-07 that is comparable to TOTPROG98, analysts should set 

TOTPROG06B to zero when SOCLSERV=2. 

 

 

Q164.   Participated in or sponsored any social or human service program 

 

ANYSOCL    1 = Yes 

(II)       0 = No 
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Remarks:  This constructed variable indicates whether congregations participated in any social or 

human service programs at all.  If congregations answered ñyesò to Q151 

(SOCLSERV=1), Q151a (SCLSERV2=1) or Q162 (OTHPRJ=1), ANYSOCL was set 

at 1. 

 

 

Q165. Does your congregation currently have any program or activity specifically 

intended to serve persons with HIV or AIDS?  

 

AIDSPRGM    1 = Yes 

(II)     2 = No 

 

 

Q166. Is there anyone in your congregation who has publicly acknowledged his or her 

infection with the virus that causes AIDS?  That is, is there anyone who is openly 

HIV-positive?  

 

HIVPOSTV    1 = Yes 

(II)     2 = No 

 

 

Q167. Does your congregation have any organized effort, designated person, or committee 

whose purpose is to coordinate or provide help to members, for example by cooking 

meals for a new mother or someone just home from the hospital, or providing 

financial assistance to someone who needs it?  

 

HELPMMBR    1 = Yes 

(II)     2 = No 

 

 

Q167a. Within the past 12 months, how many of your members or regular participants 

received this sort of help from the congregation?  

 

RECVHELP    Number of Persons 

(II ) 

 

Remarks:  This item was asked only if congregations reported an organized effort to help 

members (HELPMMBR=1). 

          

 

Q168. Does your congregation have any organized effort, designated person, or committee 

whose purpose is to provide your members with health-focused programs such as 

blood pressure checks, health education classes, or disease prevention information?  

 

HLTHEDUC    1 = Yes 

(II)     2 = No 
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Q169.  Within the past 12 months, have any visiting speakers come to your congregation to 

give a talk at a meeting or event or worship service?  

 

SPEAKRS1      1 = Yes 

(I, II)       2 = No  

 

 

Q169a.  How many visiting speakers have spoken to your congregation in the past 12 

months? 

 

SPEAKRS2     Number of speakers 

(I) 

  

Remarks:  If a congregation reported no visiting speakers (SPEAKRS1=2), SPEAKRS2 was set 

at zero.  

 

 

Q170.  Were any of these visiting speakersé 

 

 

Q170a.  Clergy from other congregations?     

 

SPCLERG     1 = Yes 

(I)      2 = No 

 

Remarks:  If a congregation reported no visiting speakers (SPEAKRS1=2), SPCLERG was set at 

2. 

 

 

Q170b.   Elected government officials?     

 

SPGOV     1 = Yes 

(I, II)       2 = No 

 

Remarks:  If a congregation reported no visiting speakers (SPEAKRS1=2), SPGOV was set at 2. 

 

 

Q170c.   Academics or Professors?  

 

SPPROF     1 = Yes 

(I)      2 = No 

 

Remarks:  If a congregation reported no visiting speakers (SPEAKRS1=2), SPPROF was set at 

2. 
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Q170d.  Official representatives of your denomination or religious group?  

 

SPDENOM     1 = Yes 

(I, II)       2 = No 

 

Remarks:  If a congregation reported no visiting speakers (SPEAKRS1=2), SPDENOM was set 

at 2. 

 

 

Q170e.  Representatives of social service organizations in your community? 

 

SPSOCSRV     1 = Yes 

(I, II)       2 = No 

 

Remarks:  If a congregation reported no visiting speakers (SPEAKRS1=2), SPSOCSRV was set 

at 2. 

 

 

Q170f.   Missionaries?    

 

SPMISS     1 = Yes 

(I)      2 = No 

 

Remarks:  If a congregation reported no visiting speakers (SPEAKRS1=2), SPMISS was set at 2. 

 

 

Q170g.   Someone running for office?  

 

SPCAND     1 = Yes 

(I, II)       2 = No 

 

Remarks:  If a congregation reported no visiting speakers (SPEAKRS1=2), SPCAND was set at 

2. 

 

 

Q171.  Does your congregation make any efforts to recruit new participants? 

 

RECRUIT     1 = Yes 

(I)      2 = No  

 

 

Q172.  Within the past 12 months have you done any of the following: 

 

 

Q172a.  Placed a paid ad in a newspaper? 

 

ADVERT     1 = Yes 

(I)      2 = No 
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Remarks:  If a congregation reported no efforts to recruit new participants (RECRUIT=2), 

ADVERT was set at 2. 

 

 

Q172b.  Encouraged people already in the congregation to invite a new person? 

 

INVITE     1 = Yes 

(I)      2 = No 

 

Remarks:  If a congregation reported no efforts to recruit new participants (RECRUIT=2), 

INVITE was set at 2. 

 

 

Q172c.  Conducted or used a survey of your community? 

 

SURVEY     1 = Yes 

(I)      2 = No 

 

Remarks:  If a congregation reported no efforts to recruit new participants (RECRUIT=2), 

SURVEY was set at 2. 

 

 

Q172d.  Mailed or distributed a flyer to people in the community? 

 

FLYER     1 = Yes 

(I)      2 = No 

 

Remarks:  If a congregation reported no efforts to recruit new participants (RECRUIT=2), 

FLYER was set at 2. 

 

 

Q172e.  Followed up by phone or face-to-face with people who visit your congregation? 

 

FOLLOWUP    1 = Yes 

(I)      2 = No 

 

Remarks:  If a congregation reported no efforts to recruit new participants (RECRUIT=2), 

FOLLOWUP was set at 2. 

 

 

Q172f.  Have a special formal committee to work on recruitment? 

 

FORMCOMM    1 = Yes 

(I)      2 = No 

 

Remarks:  If a congregation reported no efforts to recruit new participants (RECRUIT=2), 

FORMCOMM was set at 2. 
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Q173. Within the past 2 years, has your congregation intentionally planted or helped start 

any new congregations?  

 

PLNTCONG  1 = Yes 

(II)  2 = No 

 

 

Q174. Within the past 2 years, has your congregation established a separate nonprofit 

organization to conduct human service projects or outreach ministries?  

 

NONPRFT  1 = Yes 

(II)  2 = No 

 

 

Q175.  Does your congregation use electronic mail to communicate with members?  

 

EMAIL      1 = Yes 

(I, II)       2 = No 

 

 

Q176.  Does your congregation have a website on the Internet?  

 

WEBSITE     1 = Yes 

(I, II)       2 = No 

 

 

Q177. Is your congregation able to accept donations by credit card or electronic transfer of 

funds?  

 

CCETDNTN  1 = Yes 

(II)  2 = No 

 

 

Q178. Within the past 12 months, have any people from your congregation attended 

meetings or served on committees of your denomination or religious group?  

 

SRVDENOM  1 = Yes 

(II)  2 = No 

 

 

Q179.  Within the past 12 months, has your congregation made use of any type of services 

offered by a denomination, another religious organization, or an outside consultant 

of any sort?  

 

CONSULT1     1 = Yes 

(I, II)       2 = No  
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Q179a.  How many times in the past 12 months did your congregation make use of such 

services? 

 

CONSULT2     Number of consultations 

(I) 

  

Remarks:  If a congregation reported no use of outside consultants (CONSULT1=2), 

CONSULT2 was set at zero. 

 

 

Q179b.  [1998 wording]  What [three most important] services did you use?  

 

  [2006-07 wording]  What services did you use, beginning with the most important?  

   

SERVICE1 1 = Congregational growth  

SERVICE2 2 = Personnel/Staff/Leadership Training  

SERVICE3 3 = Financial/management Issues 

(I, II)  4 = Building/Facilities Issues 

 5 = Other 

  6 = Education/training for congregation members 

  7 = Strategic Planning 

 

Remarks:  These variables were coded from verbatim responses to Q179b. 

 

    

Q179c.  Who provided these services to you? 

 

SOURCE1     First mention 

SOURCE2     Second mention 

SOURCE3     Third mention 

(I) 

      1 = Private secular firm or sole practitioner (includes members)      2 = Private firm or sole practitioner, religious or secular not specified  

      4 = Professor 

      5 = Clergy or evangelist 

      7 = Publishing houses, religious 

      9 = Community organizing agency 

      10 = IAF 

      11 = Congregations (own denomination) 

  12 = Congregations (other denomination) 

  13 = Regional office of own denomination 

  14 = Regional office of other denomination 

  15 = National office of own denomination 

  16 = National office of other denomination 

  17 = Office of own denomination, level unspecified 

  18 = Office of other denomination, level unspecified 

  19 = Other religious firm, organization or sole practitioner 
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      20 = Other          

      21 = Canôt tell          

      22 = Congregation, unspecified denomination 

      23 = Government employee or agency 

      24 = Accrediting officer 
 

Remarks:  These variables were coded from verbatim responses to Q179c. 

 

 

Q179d. Thinking of [SERVICE1], was this service provided by an office of your own 

denomination or religious group, or not?  

 

PRVDSRV1  1 = Yes 

(II)  2 = No 

 

Remarks:  This item was only asked if the congregation reported using a consultant at least once 

in the past 12 months. 

 

 

Q179e. Thinking of [SERVICE2], was this service provided by an office of your own 

denomination or religious group, or not?  

 

PRVDSRV2  1 = Yes 

(II)  2 = No 

 

Remarks:  This item was only asked if the congregation reported using a consultant at least twice 

in the past 12 months. 

 

 

Q179f. Thinking of [SERVICE3], was this service provided by an office of your own 

denomination or religious group, or not?  

 

PRVDSRV3  1 = Yes 

(II)  2 = No 

 

Remarks:  This item was only asked if the congregation reported using a consultant three times 

in the past 12 months. 

 

 

Q180.  Does your congregation operate with a formal, written annual budget?  

 

BUDGET     1 = Yes 

(I, II)       2 = No 

 

 

 

 

 



 

86 

Q181.  What is the total amount of money your congregation received in income from all 

sources during your most recent fiscal year?  

 

INCOME     Dollar amount 

(I, II)  

 

 

Q181a.  Of this amount, how much came from individualsô donations, dues, or 

contributions?  

 

INCIND     Dollar amount 

(I, II)  

 

Remarks:  If a congregation reported zero income (INCOME=0), INCIND was set at zero. 

 

 

Q182.  During your most recent fiscal year, did your congregation receive any income from 

the sale or rent of your building or property?  

 

INCBLDG1     1 = Yes 

(I, II)       2 = No 

 

 

Q182a.  How much?  

 

INCBLDG2     Dollar amount 

(I, II)  

  

Remarks:  If a congregation reported no income from their building (INCBLDG1=2), 

INCBLDG2 was set to zero. 

 

 

Q183.  During your most recent fiscal year, did your congregation receive any income from 

your denomination or religious group? 

 

INCDEN1     1 = Yes 

(I)      2 = No 

 

 

Q183a.  How much? 

 

INCDEN2     Dollar amount 

(I) 

  

Remarks:  If a congregation reported no income from their denomination (INCDEN1=2), 

INCDEN2 was set to zero. 
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Q184.  What was your total congregational budget for the most recent fiscal yearð the 

total amount that your congregation spent for all purposes, including standard 

operating costs, salaries, money sent to your denomination or other religious 

organizations, and all other purposes?  

 

SPEND     Dollar amount 

(I, II)  

 

 

Q185.  In your most recent fiscal year, did your congregation give any money to your 

denomination or convention?  

 

SPNDDEM1    1 = Yes 

(I, II)       2 = No 

 

 

Q185a.  How much?  

 

SPNDDEM2    Dollar amount 

(I, II)  

  

Remarks:  If a congregation reported not giving any money to their denomination 

(SPNDDEM1=2), SPNDDEM2 was set to zero. 

 

 

Q186.  In the most recent fiscal year, did your congregation give any money to any other 

religious organizations or agencies, whether or not they are affiliated with your 

denomination? 

 

SPNDREL1     1 = Yes 

(I)      2 = No 

 

 

Q186a.  How much? 

 

SPNDREL2     Dollar amount 

(I) 

 

Remarks:  If a congregation did not give money to any religious organizations (SPNDREL1=2), 

SPNDREL2 was set to zero. 

 

 

Q187.   Does your congregation have an endowment, savings account, or other reserve 

fund?  

 

ENDOW     1 = Yes 

(I, II)       2 = No 
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Q187a.  How much is in it?  

 

ENDOWAMT    Dollar amount  

(I, II)  

  

Remarks:  If a congregation did not have an endowment, savings account or other reserve fund 

(ENDOW=2), ENDOWAMT was set to zero. 

 

 

Q188.  Has your congregation filed with the Internal Revenue Service for its own official 

501(c)(3) status? 

 

IRS      1 = Yes, but only through denomination 

(I)      2 = Yes, on our own 

      3 = No 

 

 

Q189.  In the past 12 months, has your congregation tried to obtain any sort of permit or 

license from a government authority or office? 

 

PERMIT     1 = Yes 

(I)      2 = No  

 

 

Q189a.  For what purpose did you need this permit or license? 

 

PERMPURP     1 = Kitchen 

(I)      2 = Building or remodeling 

      3 = Liquor license 

      4 = Day care license 

      5 = Bingo, gambling, or raffle license 

      6 = Signage or statue 

      7 = Burning 

      8 = Festival or bazaar 

      9 = Parade or march 

      10 = Boiler 

      11 = Mailing 

      12 = Zoning 

      13 = Tax exemption 

      15 = Food license 

      16 = Workersô compensation 

      17 = Soup kitchen 

      18 = Fire department 

      19 = Re-zoning 

      20 = Expand cemetery 

      21 = Vehicle License 

      22 = School registration 
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      23 = Build houses 

      24 = Handicapped permit 

      25 = Health permit 

      26 = Visa 

      27 = Elevator 

   28 = Resale permit 

      29 = Historic site status 

      30 = Radio station 

 

Remarks:  This item was asked only if a congregation reported trying to obtain a permit or 

license (PERMIT=1), and generated a set of verbatim responses that are coded in 

PERMPURP. 

 

 

Q189b.  What was the outcome of your effort to obtain the necessary permit or form? 

  

GETPERM1     1 = Permit or license was granted  

(I)      2 = Permit or license was refused 

  3 = Discontinued process because we expected refusal  

      4 = Application process is ongoing 

      5 = Other 

 

Remarks:  This item was asked only if a congregation reported trying to obtain a permit or 

license (PERMIT=1). 

 

 

Q190.  Thinking of the [NUMBER FROM NUMADLTS] regular adult participants in your 

congregation, about what percent would you say are new to this congregation in the 

past year? That is, how many have become involved since [month/last year]? 

 

NEWPCT     Percent of regular adult participants 

(I) 

  

Remarks:  If an informant replied with an absolute number rather than a percent, we calculated a 

percent for NEWPCT. 

 

 

Q191.  Thinking again of these [NUMBER FROM NUMADLTS] regular adult 

participants, what percent would you say are female?  

 

FEMPCT     Percent of regular adult participants 

(I, II)  

  

Remarks:  If an informant replied with an absolute number rather than a percent, we calculated a 

percent for FEMPCT. 

 

 

 



 

90 

Q192.  About what percentage would you say have four-year degrees or more?  

 

BAPCT     Percent of regular adult participants 

(I, II)  

  

Remarks:  If an informant replied with an absolute number rather than a percent, we calculated a 

percent for BAPCT. 

 

 

Q193.  About what percentage of the regular adult participants have less than a high school 

diploma? 

 

NODIPPCT     Percent of regular adult participants 

(I)      

  

Remarks:  If an informant replied with an absolute number rather than a percent, we calculated a 

percent for NODIPPCT. 

 

 

Q194.  Of the regular adult participants, about what percentage would you say are over 60 

years old? 

     

GT60PCT     Percent of regular adult participants  

(I, II)  

  

Remarks:  If an informant replied with an absolute number rather than a percent, we calculated a 

percent for GT60PCT. 

 

 

Q195.  What percentage of the regular adult participants would you say are under 35 years 

old?           

              

LT35PCT     Percent of regular adult participants 

(I, II)  

  

Remarks:  If an informant replied with an absolute number rather than a percent, we calculated a 

percent for LT35PCT. 

 

 

Q196.  Still thinking about the [NUMBER FROM NUMADLTS] regular adult 

participants, what percentage would you say live within a ten minute walk of the 

place where you meet? 

 

SHRTWPCT    Percent of regular adult participants  

(I) 

  

Remarks:  If an informant replied with an absolute number rather than a percent, we calculated a 

percent for SHRTWPCT. 
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Q197.  What percent would you say live within a ten minute drive of the place where you 

meet?  

 

SHRTDPCT     Percent of regular adult participants 

(I, II)  

  

Remarks:  If an informant replied with an absolute number rather than a percent, we calculated a 

percent for SHRTDPCT. 

 

 

Q198.  What percent live more than a 30-minute drive away?  

 

LONGDPCT    Percent of regular adult participants  

(I, II)  

  

Remarks:  If an informant replied with an absolute number rather than a percent, we calculated a 

percent for LONGDPCT. 

 

 

Q199.   Of the [NUMBER FROM NUMADLTS] regular adult participants, what percent 

would you say live in households with income under $25,000 a year?  

 

POORPCT     Percent of regular adult participants 

(I, II)      

 

Remarks:  If an informant replied with an absolute number rather than a percent, we calculated a 

percent for POORPCT. 

 

 

Q200.  What percent would you say live in households with income higher than $100,000 a 

year?  

 

RICHPCT     Percent of regular adult participants  

(I, II)       

  

Remarks:  If an informant replied with an absolute number rather than a percent, we calculated a 

percent for RICHPCT. 

 

 

Q201.  What percent would you say own their own store or business? 

 

OWNPCT     Percent of regular adult participants 

(I) 

  

Remarks:  If an informant replied with an absolute number rather than a percent, we calculated a 

percent for OWNPCT. 
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Q202.  What percent of the regular adult participants in your congregation are white and 

non-Hispanic?  

 

WHITEPCT     Percent of regular adult participants  

(I, II)  

  

Remarks:  If an informant replied with an absolute number rather than a percent, we calculated a 

percent for WHITEPCT. 

 

 

Q203.  What percent are Black or African American?  

 

BLACKPCT     Percent of regular adult participants  

(I, II)  

 

Remarks:  If an informant replied with an absolute number rather than a percent, we calculated a 

percent for BLACKPCT. 

 

 

Q204.  Hispanic or Latino?  

 

LATINPCT     Percent of regular adult participants  

(I, II)             

  

Remarks:  If an informant replied with an absolute number rather than a percent, we calculated a 

percent for LATINPCT. 

 

 

Q205.  Asian or Pacific Islander?  

 

ASIANPCT     Percent of regular adult participants  

(I, II)                          

  

Remarks:  If an informant replied with an absolute number rather than a percent, we calculated a 

percent for ASIANPCT. 

 

 

Q206. American Indian?  

 

AMINDPCT  Percent of regular adult participants 

(II)  

 

Remarks:  If an informant replied with an absolute number rather than a percent, we calculated a 

percent for AMINDPCT. 
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Q207.   Any other ethnic groups? 

 

OTHRGRP     1 = Yes 

(I)      2 = No 

 

 

Q207a.  Specify: 

 

ETHNIC1     First Mention 

ETHNIC2     Second Mention 

ETHNIC3     Third Mention 

(I) 

    1 = Latin American 

  2 = Asian 

  3 = African 

      4 = Middle Eastern 

      5 = Pacific Islander 

      6 = Native American Indian 

      7 = European 

      8 = Eastern European 

      9 = North American 

      10 = Mixed or diverse 

 

Remarks:  If congregations reported having other ethnic groups (OTHRGRP=1), they were asked 

to specify the three largest groups in Q207a.  This item generated verbatim responses 

that were coded for ETHNIC1-ETHNIC3. 

 

 

Q208.   Of the [NUMBER FROM NUMADLTS] regular adult participants in your 

congregation, what percent would you say have come to the United States within 

the past five years?  

 

IMMPCT     Percent of regular adult participants 

(I, II)  

  

Remarks:  If an informant replied with an absolute number rather than a percent, we calculated a 

percent for IMMPCT. 

 

 

Q209.  Of the regular adult participants in your congregation, about what percent live in 

households in which there are two married adults with children living at home?  

 

TFAMPCT     Percent of regular adult participants  

(I, II)  

  

Remarks:  If an informant replied with an absolute number rather than a percent, we calculated a 

percent for TFAMPCT. 
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Q210.  What percent live in households in which there are children with just one parent? 

 

SPARPCT     Percent of regular adult participants  

(I) 

  

Remarks:  If an informant replied with an absolute number rather than a percent, we calculated a 

percent for SPARPCT. 

 

 

Q211.  Of the [NUMBER FROM NUMADLTS] regularly participating adults, how many 

would you say have served in some sort of leadership role in this congregation-- 

such as chairing a committee, serving as an officer, teaching a class, or other 

leadership roles-- within the past 12 months?  

 

LEADPCT     Percent of regular adult participants  

(I, II)  

 

Remarks:  Although informants were asked for an absolute number in this item, we calculated a 

percent for LEADPCT. 

 

 

Q212.  Of these [NUMBER FROM Q211] people who have served in leadership roles in 

the past 12 months, how many of them are male and how many are female? 

 

MALELEAD     Number of males 

FEMLEAD     Number of females 

(I) 

  

Remarks:  If a congregation reported no people serving as leaders, MALELEAD and FEMLEAD 

were set to zero. 

 

 

Q213.  Have any official congregational committees or boards met in the past 12 months? 

 

COMMITEE    1 = Yes 

(I)      2 = No 

 

 

Q213a.  How many committees have met in the past 12 months? 

 

NUMCOMM    Number of committees 

(I) 

  

Remarks:  If a congregation reported no committees meeting in the past 12 months 

(COMMITEE=2), NUMCOMM was set at zero. 
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Q214.  Is there one committee that is the most important governing body or coordinating 

committee in your congregation? 

 

MAINCOMM     1 = Yes 

(I)      2 = No  

 

 

Q214a.  How many people are currently on it? 

 

MAINSIZE     Number of persons 

(I) 

  

Remarks:  If a congregation reported no main committee (MAINCOMM=2), MAINSIZE was set 

at zero. 

 

 

Q214b.  How many of the people currently on it are male and how many are female? 

 

MAINMALE     Number of males 

MAINFEM     Number of females 

(I) 

  

Remarks:  If a congregation reported no main committee (MAINCOMM=2), MAINMALE and 

MAINFEM were set at 0. 

 

 

Q215.  Does your congregation have any special rules or norms regarding what people 

should eat? 

 

DIET      1 = Yes 

(I)      2 = No 

 

 

Q216.  Does your congregation have any special rules or norms regarding dancing? 

 

DANCING     1 = Yes 

(I)      2 = No 

 

 

Q217.  Does your congregation prohibit smoking tobacco? 

 

SMOKING     1 = Yes 

(I)      2 = No 
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Q218.  Does your congregation have any special rules or norms regarding what sorts of 

groups outside the congregation people can join? 

 

JOINING     1 = Yes 

(I)      2 = No 

 

 

Q219.  Does your congregation prohibit the use of alcohol? 

 

ALCOHOL     1 = Yes 

(I)      2 = No 

 

 

Q220.  Does your congregation have any special rules or norms regarding how much 

money people give to the congregation? 

 

GIVING     1 = Yes 

(I)      2 = No 

 

 

Q221.  Does your congregation have any special rules or norms about who single people 

date or become romantically involved with? 

 

DATING     1 = Yes 

(I)      2 = No 

 

 

Q222.  Does your congregation have any special rules or norms regarding cohabitation of 

unmarried adults? 

 

COHABIT     1 = Yes 

(I)      2 = No 

 

 

Q223.   Does your congregation have any special rules or norms concerning homosexual 

behavior? 

 

HOMOSEX     1 = Yes 

(I)      2 = No 
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Q224. Would the following types of people be permitted to be full-fledged members of 

your congregation: 

     

Q224a.  Someone who drinks alcohol in moderation? 

 

MBRALCMD   1 = Yes 

(II)     2 = No 

    3 = Donôt Know 

 

 

Q224b.  An unmarried couple who live together? 

 

MBRCOHBT   1 = Yes 

(II)     2 = No 

    3 = Donôt Know 

 

 

Q224c. An openly gay or lesbian couple in a committed relationship?  

 

MBRGAY   1 = Yes 

(II)     2 = No 

    3 = Donôt Know 

 

 

Q224d. Someone who publicly supported a womanôs right to choose with regard to 

abortion?  

 

MBRRCHSE   1 = Yes 

(II)     2 = No 

    3 = Donôt Know 

 

 

Q224e. Someone who publicly supported a right-to-life position on abortion?  

 

MBRRLIFE   1 = Yes 

(II)     2 = No 

    3 = Donôt Know 

 

 

Q225. Regarding leadership, if they were otherwise qualified, would the following types 

of people be permitted to hold all of the volunteer leadership positions open to other 

members: 
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Q225a.  Someone who drinks alcohol in moderation?  

 

LDRALCMD   1 = Yes 

(II)     2 = No 

    3 = Donôt Know 

  

 

Q225b.  An unmarried couple who live together?  

 

LDRCOHBT   1 = Yes 

(II)     2 = No 

    3 = Donôt Know 

 

 

Q225c.  An openly gay or lesbian couple in a committed relationship?  

 

LDRGAY   1 = Yes 

(II)     2 = No 

    3 = Donôt Know 

 

 

Q225d. Someone who publicly supported a womanôs right to choose with regard to 

abortion?  

 

LDRRCHSE   1 = Yes 

(II)     2 = No 

    3 = Donôt Know 

 

 

Q225e.  Someone who publicly supported a right-to-life position on abortion?  

 

LDRRLIFE   1 = Yes 

(II)     2 = No 

    3 = Donôt Know 

 

 

Q226. Some congregations have adopted written statements that officially welcome gays 

and lesbians. Has your congregation adopted such a statement?  

 

WLCMSTMT  1 = Yes 

(II)  2 = No 
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Q227.  If they are otherwise qualified, are women in your congregation permitted to:  

 

 

Q227a.  Hold all of the volunteer leadership positions that men can hold?  

 

WMNVLTR   1 = Yes 

(II)     2 = No 

    3 = Donôt Know 

 

 

Q227b. Serve as full-fledged members of your congregationôs main governing body or 

coordinating committee?  

 

WMNBRD   1 = Yes 

(II)     2 = No 

    3 = Donôt Know 

 

 

Q227c.  Teach by themselves a class with adult men in it?  

 

WMNTCH   1 = Yes 

(II)     2 = No 

    3 = Donôt Know 

 

 

Q227d.  Preach at a main worship service?  

 

WMNPRCH   1 = Yes 

(II)     2 = No 

    3 = Donôt Know 

 

 

Q227e.  Be the head clergyperson or primary religious leader of your congregation?  

 

WMNLEAD   1 = Yes 

(II)     2 = No 

    3 = Donôt Know 

 

 

Q228.  Politically speaking, would your congregation be considered more on the 

conservative side, more on the liberal side, or right in the middle?  

  

LIBCON     1 = More on the conservative side 

(I, II)       2 = Right in the middle 

      3 = More on the liberal side 
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Q229.  Theologically speaking, would your congregation be considered more on the 

conservative side, more on the liberal side, or right in the middle?  

 

THEOLOGY    1 = More on the conservative side 

(I, II)       2 = Right in the middle 

      3 = More on the liberal side 

 

 

Q230. When it comes to the overall religious identity or culture of your congregation, 

would you say that your congregation tends to be fundamentalist, evangelical, 

mainline, liberal, or do none of those terms describe your congregation well?  

 

IDENTITY  1 = Fundamentalist 

(II)  2 = Evangelical 

 3 = Mainline 

 4 = Liberal 

 5 = None 

 

Remarks:  This item was asked only of Protestant congregations. 

 

 

Q231.  In every congregation, disagreements and conflicts occasionally arise. Within the 

last two years, has your congregation experienced a conflict for which a special 

meeting was called specifically to deal with the disagreement?  

 

CONFLCT1     1 = Yes 

(I, II)       2 = No 

 

 

Q231a.  What was this conflict about?  

 

Remarks:  This item was asked only if a congregation reported a conflict that required a special 

meeting (CONFLCT1=1).  Verbatim responses to Q231a were coded into a series of 

dichotomous variables.  Note that these variables are not mutually exclusive.  A 

conflict about ñmanaging school finances,ò for example, would be coded 1 on 

EDUSCH1 and MONEY1.  If a congregation reported no conflict (CONFLCT1=2), 

these variables were set at zero.   

 

EDUSCH1     Education/school  

GAYLES1     Homosexuality  

LEADER1     Leaders or leadership  

MONEY1     Money or financial management  

OTHER1       Some other issue  

PASTOR1     Clergyperson  

(II)  
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Q232.  Within the last two years, has your congregation experienced a conflict that led 

some people to leave the congregation?  

 

CONFLCT2     1 = Yes 

(I, II)       2 = No 

 

 

Q232a.  What was this conflict about?  

 

Remarks:  This item was asked only if a congregation reported a conflict that led people to leave 

the congregation (CONFLCT2=1).  Verbatim responses to Q232a were coded into a 

series of dichotomous variables.  Note that these variables are not mutually exclusive.  

A conflict about ñmanaging school finances,ò for example, would be coded 1 on 

EDUSCH1 and MONEY1.  If a congregation reported no conflict (CONFLCT2=2), 

these variables were set at zero. 

 

EDUSCH2     Education/school  

GAYLES2     Homosexuality  

LEADER2     Leaders or leadership  

MONEY2     Money or financial management  

OTHER2       Some other issue  

PASTOR2     Clergyperson  

(II)  

 

 

Q232b. Did the people who left start a new congregation of their own?  

 

CONFLCT2B  1 = Yes 

(II)  2 = No 

 

Remarks:  This item was asked only if congregations reported a conflict that led people to leave 

the congregation (CONFLCT2=1). 

 

 

Q233. Within the last two years, has your congregation experienced a conflict that led to 

the departure of a clergyperson or other religious leader?  

 

CONFLCT3 1 = Yes 

(II)  2 = No 

 

 

Q233a.  What was this conflict about?  

 

Remarks:  This item was asked only if congregations reported a conflict that led to the departure 

of a religious leader (CONFLCT3=1).  Verbatim responses to Q233a were coded into 

a series of dichotomous variables.  Note that these variables are not mutually 

exclusive.  A conflict about ñmanaging school finances,ò for example, would be coded 

1 on EDUSCH1 and MONEY1.  If a congregation reported no conflict 
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(CONFLCT3=2), these variables were set at zero. 

 

EDUSCH3     Education/school  

GAYLES3     Homosexuality  

LEADER3     Leaders or leadership  

MONEY3     Money or financial management  

OTHER3      Some other issue  

PASTOR3     Clergyperson  

(II)  

 

 

PROCESS, SAMPLING, AND INTERVIEWER COMPLETED ITEMS 

 

Q234.   Mode of questionnaire administration 

 

MODE      1 = Over the phone 

(I, II)       2 = In person 

   3 = Combination of over the phone and in person 

     

     

Q235.   Number of General Social Survey respondents who nominated each congregation 

 

NOMINATE      Number 

(I, II)  

   

 

Q236.  Did the respondent consult anyone else during the interview about answer to any 

questions?  

 

CNSLTPER     1 = Yes 

(II)       2 = No 

 

 

Q237.  Did the respondent consult an annual report, financial statement, or any other 

document to get answers to any questions?  

 

CNSLTDOC    1 = Yes 

(II)       2 = No 

 

 

Q238.  In general, what was the respondentôs attitude toward the interview? 

 

ATTITUDE     1 = Friendly and interested 

(II)       2 = Cooperative but not particularly interested 

      3 = Impatient and restless 

      4 = Hostile 
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Q239.  Selected for panel? 

 

PANEL     1 = Yes 

      0 = No 

 

 

Q240.  Congregationôs set membership 

 

SET      See Appendix A for set descriptions 

 

 

Q241.  NCS interview was conducted in Spanish 

 

NCSSPAN     1 = Yes 

      0 = No 

 

 

Q242.  GSS interview was conducted in Spanish; the NCS case would have been lost 

otherwise 

 

GSSSPAN     1 = Yes 

      0 = No 

 

 

Q243.  NCS interview was conducted in Spanish or GSS interview would have been lost if 

not done in Spanish 

 

SPANCHCK    1 = Yes 

      0 = No 

  

 

WEIGHTING VARIABLES 

 

Q244.  Weight for all cases, including the panel cases, ignoring duplicate nominations.  

Allows users to analyze data at the congregation level. 

 

W1     

(I, II)  

 

Remarks:  See Appendix A for details on weights. 

 

 

Q245.  Weight for all cases, including the panel cases taking account of duplicate 

nominations.  Allows users to analyze data at the congregation level. 

 

W2     

(I, II)  
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Remarks:  See Appendix A for details on weights. 

 

 

Q246.  Weight for all cases, including the panel cases, which allows users to analyze the 

data at the attendee level. 

 

W3 

(I, II)  

 

Remarks:  See Appendix A for details on weights. 

 

 

Q247.  Weight for all cases nominated in the 2006 GSS, ignoring duplicate nominations, 

which allows users to analyze the data at the congregation level. 

 

W4 

(I, II)  

 

Remarks:  See Appendix A for details on weights. 

 

 

Q248.  Weight for all cases nominated in the 2006 GSS, taking account of duplicate 

nominations, which allows users to analyze the data at the congregation level. 

 

W5 

(I, II)  

 

Remarks:  See Appendix A for details on weights. 

 

 

Q249.  Weight for all cases nominated in the 2006 GSS, which allows users to analyze the 

data at the attendee level. 

 

W6 

(I, II)  

 

Remarks:  See Appendix A for details on weights. 

 

 

Q250.  Weight for panel cases, ignoring duplicate nominations, which allows users to 

analyze the data at the congregation level. 

 

W7 

(I, II)  

 

Remarks:  See Appendix A for details on weights. 
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Q251.  Weight for panel cases, which allows users to analyze the data at the attendee level. 

 

W8 

(I, II)  

 

Remarks:  See Appendix A for details on weights. 

 

 

SELECTED CENSUS VARIABLES: 

 

Remarks:  Each congregation (except one in 1998) was placed in a census tract.  Census data for 

relevant tracts were appended to the congregational data; 1990 census data is appended 

to 1998 congregations and 2000 census data is appended to 2006-07 congregations.  

The suffix ñ90CTò indicates 1990 census data, while the suffix ñ00CTò indicates 2000 

census data.  In order to protect respondent anonymity, full census data cannot be 

included on the public data set.  However, the following eight variables, constructed 

from the 1990 or 2000 census data, are included.  Researchers interested in more 

detailed census data should contact the Principal Investigator. 

      

Q252.   At least 50% of people aged 25 years or more in the congregationôs census tract 

have at least some college education. 

     

COLL50_90CT / COLL50_00CT  1 = Yes 

(I, II)         0 = No 

 

 

Q253.   At least 30% of people in the congregationôs census tract are below the official 

poverty level. 

 

POOR30_90CT / POOR30_00CT  1 = Yes 

(I, II)         0 = No 

 

 

Q254.   At least 5% of people in the congregationôs census tract arrived in the United States 

since 1990. 

 

IMM5_00CT      1 = Yes 

(II)         0 = No 

 

 

Q255.   At least 5% of people in the congregationôs census tract arrived in the United States 

since 1980. 

 

IMM5V2_90CT / IMM5V2_00CT   1 = Yes 

(I, II)         0 = No 

 

 

Q256.   At least 80% of people in the congregationôs census tract are African American. 
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BLCK80_90CT / BLCK80_00CT  1 = Yes 

(I, II)         0 = No 

 

 

Q257.   At least 5% of people aged 16 years or more in the congregationôs census tract are 

unemployed. 

 

UNEMP5_90CT / UNEMP5_00CT  1 = Yes 

(I, II)         0 = No 

 

 

Q258.   Percent of people in the congregationôs census tract who are Hispanic: 

 

HISPANIC_90CT / HISPANIC_00CT 1 = < .01 

(I, II)         2 = .01 - 4.9 

        3 = 5.0 - 9.9 

        4 = 10.0 - 24.9 

        5 = 25.0 - 49.9 

        6 = > 50.0 

 

 

Q259.    Is the congregationôs census tract predominately urban, predominately suburban, or 

predominately rural? 

 

URBAN_90CT / URBAN_00CT  1 = Urban 

(I, II)         2 = Suburban  

        3 = Rural 
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APPENDIX A  

National Congregations Study 

Weights for Combined Wave I and Wave II Dataset 

 

Author:  Stephanie Eckman, National Opinion Research Center 

Edited by Mark Chaves, Duke University (last edited on 7/17/08) 

 

There are eight weight variables, each of which allows for a different kind of analysis.  The 

weight variables are: 

 

 W1: Weight for all cases, including the panel cases, ignoring duplicate nominations. This 

weight allows users to analyze the data at the congregation level.  This weight is 

analogous to WEIGHT2 on the 1998 data file. 

 W2: Weight for all cases, including the panel cases, taking account of duplicate 

nominations. This weight allows users to analyze the data at the congregation level. 

 W3: Weight for all cases, including the panel cases, which allows users to analyze the 

data at the attendee level.  This weight is analogous to WEIGHT1 on the 1998 data file. 

 W4: Weight for all cases nominated in the 2006 GSS, ignoring duplicate nominations, 

which allows users to analyze the data at the congregation level. 

 W5: Weight for all cases nominated in the 2006 GSS, taking account of duplicate 

nominations, which allows users to analyze the data at the congregation level. 

 W6: Weight for all cases nominated in the 2006 GSS, which allows users to analyze the 

data at the attendee level. 

 W7: Weight for panel cases, ignoring duplicate nominations, which allows users to 

analyze the data at the congregation level. 

 W8: Weight for panel cases, which allows users to analyze the data at the attendee level. 

 

SHORTCUT:  USE W2 TO DESCRIBE THE AVERAGE CONGREGATION. U SE W3 

TO DESCRIBE THE CONGREGATION OF THE AVERAGE ATTENDER.  

 

There are seven sets of completed cases: 

 

Set Description Number of Cases 

A 1998 data for 1998-nominated congregations that were not 

selected for the panel. 

909 

B 1998 data for 1998-nominated congregations that were 

randomly selected for the panel. 

325 

C 2006 data for the 1998-nominated congregations that were 

randomly selected for the panel and not re-nominated in 

2006 

 

252 

D 2006 data for the 2006-nominated congregations established 

before or during 1998. 

1,194 

E 2006 data for the 2006-nominated congregations established 

after 1998. 

50 

F 2006 data for the 2006-nominated congregations that were 

also in the 1998 sample and were randomly selected for the 

panel. 

 

4 
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G 2006 data for the 2006-nominated congregations that were 

also in the 1998 sample but were not randomly selected for 

the panel 

 

6 

 

 

For each case in these sets, there are eleven variables relevant to weighting: 

 

a. YEAR: variable indicating year of data collection (1998 or 2006) 

b. PANEL: dummy variable indicating whether the case was part of the panel survey or 

not 

i. If SET=ôAô, PANEL=0 

ii.  If SET=óBô, óCô, or óFô, PANEL=1 

iii.  Otherwise missing 

c. SET: character variable taking values A ï G, as given above 

d. The weight variables, W1 ï W8  

 

For each weight variable, we outline the calculation steps, using the following notation: 
set

stepWi  

 

where:  i refers to the weight variable being calculated (1-8 as given above) 

 set refers to the set of cases (A-G as given above) 

 step refers to the step in the calculation (0,1,é, final) 

 

 

W1: Weight for all cases, including the panel cases, ignoring duplicate nominations. This 

weight allows users to analyze the data at the congregation level. 

 

This weight variable ignores the duplicate nominations in both 1998 and 2006. It is designed to 

allow researchers to replicate their results from 1998 when WEIGHT2 from the 1998 data file, 

which ignored duplicate nominations, is applied.  For the purposes of this weight, cases in Set F 

and Set G are considered to be in Set D. 

 

1. Calculate baseweights for all congregations nominated by GSS 1998 respondents. 

 

The probability of selection of a congregation is proportional to the number of members 

it has: a large congregation has a higher probability to be nominated, because there is a 

higher probability that one or more of its members will be in the GSS sample.  

 

cc S  

 

where the subscript c indexes the congregations. Sc is the size of the congregation as 

reported by the congregation itself: variable NUMADLTS in the 1998 data file.
11

 

  

The baseweight of each congregation is then the inverse of this probability of selection. 

 

                                                 
11

 See the appendix for details on how this variable was imputed when it was missing. 
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cc

CBA

S
W

11
1 ,,

0
 

 

This baseweight ignores any duplicate nominations.  It is identical to an unscaled version 

of WEIGHT2 in the 1998 data file. 

 

 

2. Calculate baseweights for all congregations nominated by GSS 2006 respondents. 

 

The 2006 GSS design included subsampling of households, so not all households have 

the same weight. To approximate what was done above, we used the minimum of the 

weights of the nominating households in the numerator. For example, if a congregation is 

nominated by both a subsampled household and a non-subsampled household, this weight 

counts the congregation as nominated by the non-subsampled household. 

 

c

i
ciED

S

W
W

)(min
1

2 0 0 6

,

0  

 

This weight adjusts for GSS subsampling of households, but not for the within-household 

respondent selection probabilities, or for multiple nominations of a single congregation. 

(The GSS weight variable referred to here is W1 in the GSS weighting documentation.) 

Sc here is the variable NUMADLTS in the 2006 data file. 

 

 

3. Identify congregations in the 2006 sample that were established after 1998 nominations 

and set aside. These congregations had no chance of selection in the previous round and 

must stand in for all new congregations. 

 

Let Ŭ be the sample estimate of the percent of congregations that were established after 

1998, calculated after weighting sets D and E by W10. We used this proportion as a 

quality check in a later step. 

 

ED

E

WW

W

00

0

11

1
 

 

The final weight of the cases in set E is equal to the baseweight.
 12

 

 
EE WW 01 11  

 

 

                                                 
12

 The same could be done with congregations nominated by Spanish-only respondents since the 1998 round of the 

GSS did not interview in Spanish and the 2006 round did. However, not all members of these congregations would 

be non-English speakers, and thus these congregations probably had a chance of selection in the previous round. We 

decided against any adjustment of congregations nominated by Spanish-speaking respondents. 
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4. The 1998 panel cases and the 2006 cases that were established before 1998 are each a 

national probability sample of older congregations. To combine these two samples, we 

developed a trade-off parameter: 

 

CC

DD

WW

WW

01

01

1)1(1

11
 

 

We calculated the optimal lambda which equalizes the contributions to effective sample 

size from each sample. See the appendix for details on the derivation of the optimal 

lambda. 

 

 

5. We next reduced the weights of set C and D cases so that their sum is equal to the 

weighted number of older cases recruited from the 2006 respondents.  

 

DD

CC

WW

WW

12

12

11

11
 

 

where 
CD

D

WW

W

11

0

11

1
 

 

This adjustment is necessary so that when data from the older congregations in this round 

are combined with data from the newer congregations (set E from step 3), the weighted 

percent of new congregations in the combined sample equals the weighted estimate of the 

percent of new congregations in the population, Ŭ. We checked that Ŭ* = Ŭ.  

 

EDC

E

WWW

W

222

2*

111

1
 

 

       

6. Rescale sets C, D and E 

 

Many data analysis programs assume that the sum of the weights is equal to the sample 

size. Thus it is good practice to rescale the weights to the total number of cases, to ensure 

correct calculation of standard errors and confidence intervals. Without changing the 

relative weights between the cases, we rescaled the weights for sets C, D and E so that 

the sum of the weights is equal to the number of cases. 

 

EDC WWW

EDC

222 111
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EE

final

DD

final

CC

final

WW

WW

WW

2

2

2

11

11

11

 

 

 

7. Rescale sets A and B 

 

For the same reasons, we rescaled the weights for sets A and B so that the sum of the 

weights is equal to the number of cases. 

 

BA WW

BA

22 11
 

 

BB

final

AA

final

WW

WW

0

0

11

11
 

 

W1 is analogous to WEIGHT2 in the 1998 data file, and it is identical to it for the original 1,236 

cases from 1998.  If users select YEAR = 1998 and weight by W1, results should be identical to 

those obtained when weighting by WEIGHT2 in the 1998 data file. 

 

 

W2: Weight for all cases, including the panel cases, taking account of duplicate 

nominations. This weight allows users to analyze the data at the congregation level. 

 

W2 is very similar in derivation from W1. The only difference comes in the calculation of the 

baseweights in steps 1 and 2. This weight variable does not ignore the duplicate nominations in 

both 1998 and 2006. For the purposes of this weight, cases in Set F and Set G are considered to 

be in Set D. 

 

1. Calculate baseweights for all congregations nominated by GSS 1998 respondents 

 

The probability of selection of a congregation is proportional to the number of members 

it has: a large congregation has a higher probability to be nominated, because there is a 

higher probability that one or more of its members will be in the GSS sample.  

 

ci

i

c
c

W

S
1998  

 

where the subscript c indexes the congregations. The numerator is the size of the 

congregation as reported by the congregation itself: variable NUMADLTS in the 1998 

dataset. The denominator is the sum of the weights of all GSS 1998 respondents that 

nominated this congregation. Because the 1998 GSS used an equal probability sample of 
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households, and because we are ignoring the selection of respondents within households, 

this term is equal to the number of nominations a congregation received. 

  

The baseweight of each congregation is then the inverse of this probability of selection. 

 

c

ci

i

c
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2. Calculate baseweights for all congregations nominated by GSS 2006 respondents 

 

The 2006 GSS design included subsampling of households, so the sum of the weights of 

the nominating respondents cannot be ignored. 

 

c

ci

i
ED

S

W

W

2006

,

02  

 

The numerator sums the weights of all GSS respondents who nominated a congregation. 

(Again, it is the weight variable W1 in the GSS weighting documentation that we refer to 

here.) 

 

 

Steps 3 ï 7 are unchanged from W1. All parameters (Ŭ,Ŭ*,ɓ,ɔ,ű,ɚ) were recalculated for W2. 

 

 

W3: Weight for all cases, including the panel cases, which allows users to analyze the data 

at the attendee-level. 

 

This weight will be used by analysts who wish to make statements about the attendees of the 

selected congregations rather than about the congregations themselves. It is designed to allow 

researchers to replicate their results from 1998 when WEIGHT1 from the 1998 data file is 

applied.  For the purposes of this weight, cases in Set F and Set G are considered to be in Set D. 

 

W3 is analogous to WEIGHT1 in the 1998 data file, and it is identical to it for the original 1,236 

cases from 1998.  If users select YEAR = 1998 and weight by W3, results should be identical to 

those obtained when weighting by WEIGHT1 in the 1998 data file. 

 

1. Calculate baseweights for all congregations nominated by GSS 1998 respondents 

 

The baseweight of each congregation is the sum of the number of nominations each 

congregation received. 

 

ci

i

CBA WW 1998,,

03  

 

where c indexes the congregations and i indexes the GSS respondents.  
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Because the 1998 GSS sample was equal probability sample of households (and we are 

ignoring within-household respondent selection), all respondent weights are equal to one. 

Thus the baseweight for each congregation is simply the number of nominations it 

received. 

 
 

2. Calculate baseweights for all congregations nominated by GSS 2006 respondents 

 

The 2006 GSS design included subsampling of households, so the sum of the weights of 

the nominating respondents cannot be ignored. 

 

ci

i

ED WW 2 0 0 6,

03  

 

This formula adjusts for GSS subsampling of households, but not for the within-

household respondent selection probabilities. 

 

Steps 3 ï 7 are unchanged from W2. All parameters (Ŭ,Ŭ*,ɓ,ɔ,ű,ɚ) were recalculated for W3. 

The interpretation of some of these parameters is different as well. For example, Ŭ is here the 

percent of all congregation attendees that attend congregations established after 1998. 

 

 

W4: Weight for all cases nominated in the 2006 GSS, which allows users to analyze the 

data at the congregation level. 

 

W4 is most similar to W1. W4 will be used by researchers who wish to analyze the newly 

nominated congregations only.  Note that only cases in sets D and E have non-missing values of 

W4. For the purposes of this weight, cases in Set F and Set G are considered to be in Set D. 

 

1. Calculate baseweights for all congregations nominated by GSS 2006 respondents. 

 

The 2006 GSS design included subsampling of households, so not all households have 

the same weight. To approximate what was done in the last round, we use the minimum 

of the weights of the nominating households in the numerator. For example if a 

congregation is nominated by both a subsampled household and a non-subsampled 

household, this weight counts the congregation as nominated by the non-subsampled 

household. 

 

c
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This weight adjusts for GSS subsampling of households, but not for the within-household 

respondent selection probabilities or for multiple nominations of a single congregation. 

 

2. Rescale weights. 
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As in steps 6 and 7 above, we scaled the weights so that the sum of the weights is equal 

to the number of cases. 

 

 

W5: Weight for all cases nominated in the 2006 GSS, which allows users to analyze the 

data at the congregation level. 

 

W5 differs from W4 in the same way that W2 differs from W1: it brings in an accounting for 

multiple nominations of the same congregation. Note that only cases in sets D and E have non-

missing values of W5. For the purposes of this weight, cases in Set F and Set G are considered to 

be in Set D. 

 

1. Calculate baseweights for all congregations nominated by GSS 2006 respondents. 

 

The 2006 GSS design included subsampling of households, so the sum of the weights of 

the nominating respondents cannot be ignored. 

 

c
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i
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The numerator sums the weights of all GSS respondents who nominated a congregation.  

 

 

 

2. Rescale weights 

 

As in steps 6 and 7 above, we scaled the weights here so that the sum of the weights is 

equal to the number of cases. 

 

 

W6: Weight for all cases nominated in the 2006 GSS, which allows users to analyze the 

data at the attendee-level. 

 

W6 is most similar to W3. W6 will be used by researchers who wish to analyze the newly 

nominated congregations only. This weight will allow repetition of analyses run on the 1998 

dataset. Note that only cases in sets D and E have non-missing values of W6. For the purposes of 

this weight, cases in Set F and Set G are considered to be in Set D. 

 

1. Calculate baseweights for all congregations nominated by GSS 2006 respondents. 

 

The 2006 GSS design included subsampling of households, so the sum of the weights of 

the nominating respondents cannot be ignored. 
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i

ED WW 2006,
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The numerator sums the weights of all GSS respondents who nominated a congregation.  
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2. Rescale weights. 

 

As in steps 6 and 7 above, we scaled the weights here so that the sum of the weights is 

equal to the number of cases. 

 

 

W7: Weight for panel cases, ignoring duplicate nominations, which allows users to analyze 

the data at the congregation-level. 

 

For the purposes of this weight, cases in Set F and G are considered to be in Set B.  Even though 

Set G cases were not randomly selected for the panel, we included them in the panel since there 

are so few of them.  It would be prudent for users of the panel data to check that their results are 

not affected by the inclusion of the six cases in Set G. 

 

Only cases in Sets B, C, F, and G have non-missing values of W7. In addition, only 

congregations that completed the survey in both the 1998 and the 2006 rounds will have a non-

missing value on W7. 

 

1. Calculate baseweights for all congregations nominated by GSS 1998 respondents. 

 

The probability of selection of a congregation is proportional to the number of members 

it has: a large congregation has a higher probability to be nominated, because there is a 

higher probability that one or more of its members will be in the GSS sample. 

 

cc S  

 

where the subscript c indexes the congregations. Sc is the size of the congregation as 

reported by the congregation itself: variable NUMADLTS in the 1998 data file.
13

 

  

The baseweight of each congregation is then the inverse of this probability of selection. 
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This baseweight ignores any duplicate nominations. 

 

2. Rescale weights. 

 

As in steps 6 and 7 above, we scaled the weights here so that the sum of the weights is 

equal to the number of cases. 

 

 

W8: Weight for panel cases, which allows users to analyze the data at the attendee-level. 

                                                 
13

 See the appendix for details on how this variable was imputed when it was missing. 
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For the purposes of this weight, cases in Set F and G are considered to be in Set B.  Again, it 

would be prudent for users of the panel data to check that their results are not affected by the 

inclusion of the six cases in Set G. 

 

Only cases in Sets B, C, F, and G have non-missing values of W8. In addition, only 

congregations that completed the survey in both the 1998 and the 2006 rounds have non-missing 

values on W8. 

 

1. Calculate baseweights for all congregations nominated by GSS 1998 respondents. 

 

The baseweight of each congregation is the sum of the number of nominations each 

congregation received. 

 

ci

i

CB WW 1 9 9 8,

08  

 

where c indexes the congregations and i indexes the GSS respondents.  

 

Because the 1998 GSS sample was equal probability sample of households (and we are 

ignoring within-household respondent selection), all respondent weights are equal to one. 

Thus the baseweight for each congregation is simply the number of nominations it 

received. 

 

2. Rescale weights. 

 

As in steps 6 and 7 above, we scaled the weights here so that the sum of the weights is 

equal to the number of cases. 

 

 

Appendix A1: Imputation of NUMADLTS  

 

The number of regularly attending adults, NUMADLTS, is an integral variable in the calculation 

of the NCS weights. These data are collected from congregations during the NCS interview. 

When this variable is missing we must impute it from available data.  

 

The method of imputation depends on the data that are available for a given congregation. We 

used the first of the following methods that we could: 

 

1. If both NUMTOTAL (the total number of congregation members) and NUMREGLR (the 

number of regularly attending members) are non-missing, we used regression imputation to 

estimate NUMADLTS. That is, for the cases where all three variables are non-missing, we 

estimated a regression equation that predicts the log of NUMADLTS from the logs of 

NUMTOTAL and NUMREGLR. Then, for cases where NUMADLTS is missing, we estimated 

it using the coefficients from the regression equation. 

 

2. If only NUMTOTAL is non-missing, we used regression imputation with the log of this 

variable only. 
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3. If only NUMREGLR is non-missing, we used regression imputation with the log of this 

variable only. 

 

4. If both NUMTOTAL and NUMREGLR are missing, we used the variable collected in the 

nominating round of the GSS. This variable, CONGNUM, is the GSS respondentôs estimate of 

the number of regularly participating adults at his/her congregation. We know from the 1998 

NCS that there is some bias in this estimate and that the error is larger for larger congregations, 

so we again took a log when fitting the regression model and deriving the imputation parameter. 

 

5. If none of the above methods were available, we used mean imputation to fill in the missing 

values of NUMADLTS. 

 

The above procedure was followed for imputing NUMADLTS in the 2006 data.  A somewhat 

less sophisticated approach was used for imputing NUMADLTS in the 1998 data. 

 

The variable IMPSIZE flags the cases with imputed values on NUMADLTS. 

 

Appendix A2: Derivation of Optimal Lambda Parameter 

 

From:  O'Muircheartaigh, Colm, and Steven Pedlow.  2002. "Combining Samples vs. 

Cumulating Cases: A Comparison of Two Weighting Strategies in NLSY97." 

2002 Proceedings of the American Statistical Association, Survey 

Research Methods Section [CD-ROM], Alexandria, VA: American Statistical 

Association, pp. 2557-2562. 

 

To maintain the characteristic that the weights from both samples together sum to the population 

size (rather than each sample independently), the CX weights were multiplied by , and 

the SU weights were multiplied by 1-  in producing estimators based on both samples together:   

 
! ! ( )!c s1  

in which !c  represents a statistic derived from the CX sample and !
s  represents the 

corresponding statistic from the SU sample.  Because the two samples are independent, the 

optimum  for a weight of this form is proportional to the relative effective sample size in the 

CX sample: 
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in which nc and ns are the nominal sample sizes for the CX and SU samples and dc and ds 

represent the design effects for the estimators from each sample.  It is inconvenient to use the 

design effects themselves, since they will vary from one variable to the next.  Instead, a general 
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factor was used (one plus the squared coefficient of variation of the weights within each sample), 

as was done for NLS79; this factor captures the impact of unequal weighting on the sample 

efficiency: 

 

! ( )

! ( )

d CV W

d CV W

c i

s i

1

1

2

2

 CX

 SU

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

119 

APPENDIX B 

National Congregations Study 

Wave I Questionnaire 
 

 

START TIME: _________ 

 

Thank you for participating in the National Congregations Study.  This study is the first national 

survey of religious congregations ever conducted in the United States.  Your congregation was 

selected randomly, and the success of this study depends very much on your cooperation.  We 

are very appreciative of your time. 

 

Please know that everything you tell me will be completely confidential.  The results of this 

survey will be reported only in aggregate form, and no one will be able to match your 

congregation to the data. 

 

Do you have any questions about confidentiality or other aspects of this research? 

 

 

SECTION 1:  CONTACT INFORMATION  
 

First, I'd like to be sure I have the correct contact information. 

 

1. What is the full name of your congregation? 

 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

2. What is the full street address and telephone number of your congregation? 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 PHONE #: 

 ______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

2a. What county is your congregation in? _________________________ 
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3. Is this also the address at which your congregation receives mail? 

 

Yes  [GO TO Q4]éééééééééééééééééééééé1 

Noéééééééééééééééééééééééééééé2 

 

3a. At what address does your congregation receive mail? 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. What is your name, address, and telephone number? 

 

            NAME: ____________________________________________________________ 

 

           ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

           PHONE #: ____________________________________________________________ 

 

 

5. What is your position in this congregation? 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

SECTION 2:   BASIC INFORMATION  
 

Thank you.  Now I'd like to ask you some basic questions about your congregation. 

 

6. In what year was your congregation officially founded? ______________ 

 

7. In what year did your congregation begin worshiping at its current location? _________ 
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8. Is your congregation formally affiliated with a denomination, convention, or some similar 

kind of association? 

 

YESéééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

NO [GO TO Q10]ééééééééééééééééééééééééé2 

 

8a. Please tell me the names of all denominations or other associations that your 

congregation belongs to. 

 

First Mention: ________________________________________________ 

 

   Second Mention: _____________________________________________ 

 

   Third Mention: _______________________________________________ 

 

9. Is your congregation affiliated with any local association of congregations such as a local 

council of churches? 

 

  YESéééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

NOééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé2 

 

10. Does your congregation meet in a [church/temple/mosque], or some other kind of 

building? 

 

  Church / synagogue / temple / mosque [GO TO Q11]ééééééééééé1 

  Something elseéééééééééééééééééééééééééé.2 

 

10a. What type of building does your congregation currently use for the primary 

worship services?  PROBE WITH CATEGORIES IF NECESSARY. 

 

SCHOOLééééééééééééééééééééééééé.1 

NONCHURCH COMMUNITY CENTERéééééééééééé.2 

HOTELéééééééééééééééééééééééééé3 

THEATREéééééééééééééééééééééééé...4 

PRIVATE HOMEéééééééééééééééééééééé5 

SHOPPING MALLééééééééééééééééééééé.6 

STORE FRONTéééééééééééééééééééééé..7 

OTHERéééééééééééééééééééééééééé8 

SPECIFY ____________________  
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11. Do visitors ever come to view the building or the worship space to look at its 

architecture, or at artwork like stained glass windows or statues? 

 

YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

NOéééééééééééééééééééééééééééé2 

 

12. Does this building belong to your congregation, or does it belong to another group that 

loans or rents space to you? 

 

BELONGS TO CONGREGATION OR DENOMINATIONééééé.1 

BELONGS TO ANOTHER GROUPéééééééééééééé..2 

 

13. Now I'd like to ask you some questions about the size of your congregation.  I'm 

interested in several ways you might measure the size of your congregation. 

 

First, how many persons would you say are associated in any way with the religious life 

of this congregation--counting both adults and children, counting both regular and 

irregular participants, counting both official or registered members and also participating 

nonmembers.  What is the total number of persons associated with this congregation to 

any degree at all?   

NUMBER ____________ 

 

14. How many persons--counting both adults and children--would you say regularly 

participate in the religious life of your congregation--whether or not they are officially 

members of your congregation? 

             NUMBER ____________ 

 

15. How many adults--people 18 years or older--would you say regularly participate in the 

religious life of your congregation? 

NUMBER ____________  

 

16. Now I would like to ask a few questions about [you/the senior clergy person]. 

 

Is there one person who is the head or senior clergy person or religious leader in your 

congregation? [CODE WITHOUT ASKING IF YOU KNOW FROM Q5 THAT R IS 

THE HEAD OR SOLE OR SENIOR CLERGY PERSON IN THIS CONGREGATION.] 

 

   YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé1 

    NO [GO TO Q17]ééééééééééééééééééééé..2 

 

 16a. CODE Q16A WITHOUT ASKING IF R IS THE HEAD OR SENIOR CLERGY 

PERSON. 

 

Is this person male or female? 

 

   MALE éééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

   FEMALEééééééééééééééééééééééééé..2 
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16b . What race or ethnicity [are you/is this person]? (IF NECESSARY, READ 

CATEGORIES) 

 

WHITEéééééééééééééééééééééééééé.1 

BLACK/AFRICAN AMERICANééééééééééééééé...2 

HISPANICéééééééééééééééééééééééé...3 

SPECIFY SPECIFIC ETHNICITY__________________ 

ASIAN/PACIFIC ISLANDERééééééééééééééééé4 

SPECIFY SPECIFIC ETHNICITY__________________ 

OTHERéééééééééééééééééééééééééé5 

SPECIFY__________________ 

 

 16c . In what year did [you/this person] become the head or senior clergy person or 

religious leader? __________ 

 

16d. How old [are you/is this person]? __________ 

 

16e. What is the highest level of education [you have/this person has] received? 

 

LESS THAN HIGH SCHOOL  [GO TO Q17]ééééééééééééé...1 

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA  [GO TO Q17]éééééééééééééé..2 

SOME COLLEGE BUT NOT A FOUR-YEAR DEGREE [GO TO Q17]éé..3 

FOUR YEAR COLLEGE DEGREE (E.G. BA, BS)  [GO TO Q17] ééééé.4 

  GRADUATE DEGREE (INCLUDING A BD--BACHELOR OF DIVINITY)é.5 

  OTHER [GO TO Q17]ééééééééééééééééééééééé6 

SPECIFY______________________  

 

 16f. Please tell me what graduate degree or degrees [you have/that person has] and 

what school or schools they are from. 

 

School        Degree 

 

  1._______________________________________  _____ 

 

  2._______________________________________  _____ 

 

  3._______________________________________  _____ 

 

17. How many people currently work in this congregation as full-time paid staff? _________ 

 

18. How many people currently are part-time paid employees of this congregation, including 

people who receive regular fees for singing or other work? ____________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

124 

SECTION 3:   WORSHIP 

 

I'd like to ask you some questions about how worship is conducted in your congregation. 

 

19. In a typical week, how many worship services does your congregation hold? 

_______________ 

 

20. Thinking just of this past week--Monday through Sunday--how many worship services 

were there for this congregation? 

 

  NONE [GO TO Q20A]éééééééééééééééééééééé..99 

ONE  [GO TO Q21]ééééééééééééééééééééééé...01 

  OTHER [WRITE IN NUMBER AND ASK 20B]________________ 

 

20a. Iôd like to ask you some questions about your congregationôs most recent worship 

service.  When was your most recent worship service? [FOR DATE, SEE JOB 

AID CALENDAR AND WRITE IN MONTH AND DAY OF THE SERVICE. 

EXAMPLE: 01/14] 

DATE: 

DAY OF WEEK: ___________ TIME:_________ ________/______ 

MONTH /    DAY 

(INTERVIEWER: SKIP TO QUESTION 22.) 

 

20b. Which one of these services would you say was the main service of the week for 

your congregation?   [FOR DATE, SEE JOB AID CALENDAR AND WRITE IN 

MONTH AND DAY OF THE SERVICE.  EXAMPLE: 01/14] 

 

DATE: 

DAY OF WEEK: ___________ TIME:_________ ________/______ 

MONTH /    DAY 

(INTERVIEWER: SKIP TO QUESTION 22.) 

 

21. I'd like to ask you some questions about the worship service that took place this past 

week.  What was the day and time of this service?   [FOR DATE, SEE JOB AID 

CALENDAR AND WRITE IN MONTH AND DAY OF THE SERVICE. 

EXAMPLE: 01/14] 

DATE:  

DAY OF WEEK: ___________ TIME:_________ ________/______ 

MONTH /    DAY 
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22. How long did this service last?  _______HOURS _______MINUTES 

 

23. Was there a sermon or a speech of some sort at this service? 

 

YESéééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

NO [GO TO Q24]ééééééééééééééééééééééééé2 

 

 23a. How long did the sermon or speech last?_______HOURS _______MINUTES 

 

24. What language or languages were spoken or sung at this service?  

             

         _______________________ 

 

             

         _______________________ 

 

             

         _______________________ 

 

 24a. IF MORE THAN ONE LANGUAGE: Which one of these was the primary 

language in which the service was conducted?     

       _______________________ 

 

         _______________________ 

 

 25. Were languages other than [INSERT LANGUAGES NAMED IN Q24] spoken or sung at 

any service in the past 12 months? 

 

YESéééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

NO [GO TO Q26]ééééééééééééééééééééééééé2 

 

  25a. What other languages were spoken or sung? 

             

         _______________________ 

 

         ______________________ 

             

         _______________________ 
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26. Still thinking about [the worship service/the main service] that took place this past week, 

how many people, including both adults and children, would you say 

attended?_______________ 

 

 

INTERVIEWER: DID THE CONGREGATION HAVE MORE THAN ONE SERVICE 

IN THE PREVIOUS WEEK?  DOES Q20 EQUAL TWO OR MORE? 

 

YES  [ASK Q27]ééééééééééééééééééééé.1 

NO   [GO TO Q28]éééééééééééééééééééé..2 

 

 

27. Of the regularly participating adults in this congregation, how many would you say 

attended more than one of the services held during the previous seven days?     

 

_______________ 

 

28. Still thinking about [the worship service/the main service] that took place this past week, 

how many different individuals spoke or read to the group at some point in this service? 

Please donôt include those who made brief announcements or informally shared a 

concern. ______________  

 

 [IF ZERO, GO TO Q29; OTHERWISE ASK Q28A OR Q28B.] 

 

28a.  IF Q28 = 1:  Was this person male or female?  

 

MALE ééééééééééé..1 

FEMALEéééééééééé..2 

 

  28b.  IF Q28 = 2 OR MORE: How many of these readers or speakers were male 

and how many were female? 

 

MALE  #_____________      

 

FEMALE #____________ 

 

29. Was there singing by the congregation at this service? 

 

YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

NOéééééééééééééééééééééééééééé2 

 

30. Was there singing by a choir at this service? 

 

YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

NOéééééééééééééééééééééééééééé2 

 

31. Was there singing by a soloist at this service? 
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YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

NOéééééééééééééééééééééééééééé2 

 

32. Counting all the musical parts of [this/the main] service this past week, how many 

minutes would you say were taken up by music? __________________ 

 

33. Was there a time during the service in which people in the congregation greeted each 

other by shaking hands or some other way? 

 

YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

NOéééééééééééééééééééééééééééé2 

 

34. Was there a time during the service for silent prayer or meditation? 

 

YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

NOéééééééééééééééééééééééééééé2 

 

35. Was there a part of this service specifically directed at children? 

 

YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

NOéééééééééééééééééééééééééééé2 

 

36. Did any teens participate in this service by speaking, reading, singing, or performing, not 

including participating just by being part of the congregation or the choir? 

 

YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

NOéééééééééééééééééééééééééééé2 

 

37. Did anyone call out "amen" or other expressions of approval? 

 

  YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

NOéééééééééééééééééééééééééééé2 

 

38. Was there applause at any point in this service? 

 

YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

NOéééééééééééééééééééééééééééé2 

 

39. Did people laugh out loud at any point in this service? 

 

YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

NOéééééééééééééééééééééééééééé2 

 

40. Was there a written order of service or program that people could follow, either in book 

form or as a handout?   

 

YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

NOéééééééééééééééééééééééééééé2 
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41. Was any visual projection equipment used in this service? 

 

YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

NOéééééééééééééééééééééééééééé2 

 

42. Did the people speak or read or recite something together at any point? 

 

YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

NOéééééééééééééééééééééééééééé2 

 

43. Was incense used in this service? 

 

YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

NOéééééééééééééééééééééééééééé2 

 

44. Did any adults jump, shout, or dance spontaneously during this service? 

 

YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

NOéééééééééééééééééééééééééééé2 

 

45. Did anyone besides the leader raise their hands in praise during the service? 

 

YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

NOéééééééééééééééééééééééééééé2 

 

46. Were any musical instruments used in this service? 

 

YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

NO   [GO TO Q47]ééééééééééééééééééééé..2 

 

      YES  NO 

 46a. Was a piano used?  1  2 

 46b. Organ?    1  2 

 46c. Drums?   1  2 

 46d. Electric guitar?  1  2 

 

INTERVIEWER: ASK Q47 ONLY OF CHRISTIAN (I.E. ALL CATHOLIC, 

ORTHODOX, AND PROTESTANT) CONGREGATIONS. 

 

47. Was communion or the Lord's Supper celebrated at this service? 

 

YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

NOéééééééééééééééééééééééééééé2 
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48. For about how long would you say that people in this congregation usually mingle and 

socialize informally with each other before and after the service? 

_______ _________ 

HOURS MINUTES 

 

49. Within the past 12 months, has your congregation participated in a joint worship service 

with any other congregation? 

 

YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

NO [GO TO Q50]éééééééééééééééééééééé2 

 

           YES NO 

 49a. Were any of these services with Protestant congregations?  1 2 

 

 49b. Were any of these services with Roman Catholic congregations? 1 2 

 

 49c. Were any of these services with Jewish congregations?  1 2 

 

 49d. Were any of these services with congregations other than 

Protestant, Catholic, or Jewish? 

 

YESééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

NO [GO TO Q49e]ééééééééééééééé..2 

 

   49d1. With what other type of congregations have you had joint worship 

in the past 12 months? 

1. ____________________ 

 

        2. ____________________ 

 

        3. _____________________ 

 

 49e. Were any of these services with congregations whose racial or ethnic make-up is 

different than your congregationôs? 

 

YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

NOéééééééééééééééééééééééééééé2 

    

50. Within the past 12 months, was there dance performed by teens or adults at any worship 

service of your congregation? 

 

YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

NOéééééééééééééééééééééééééééé2 
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51. Within the past 12 months, was an acting skit or play performed by teens or adults at any 

worship service of your congregation? 

 

YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

NOéééééééééééééééééééééééééééé2 

 

52. Within the past 12 months, has your congregation hired any singers or other musicians to 

perform at a worship service? 

 

YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

NOéééééééééééééééééééééééééééé2 

 

53. Within the past 12 months, have people at worship services been told of opportunities for 

political activity, including petition campaigns, lobbying, or demonstrating? 

 

YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

NOéééééééééééééééééééééééééééé2 

 

54. At any service during the past 12 months was there a time for people other than the 

leaders of the service to testify or speak about their own religious experience? 

 

YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

NOéééééééééééééééééééééééééééé2 

 

INTERVIEWER: IF CONGREGATION IS CHRISTIAN (I.E. CATHOLIC, 

ORTHODOX, OR ANY TYPE OF PROTESTANT) ASK Q55 THROUGH Q57.  IF 

CONGREGATION IS NOT CHRISTIAN GO TO SECTION 4 

 

 55. Did people speak in tongues at any service within the past 12 months? 

 

YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

NOéééééééééééééééééééééééééééé2 

   

56. Does your congregation encourage people to use the New International Version of the 

Bible rather than other translations? 

 

YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

NOéééééééééééééééééééééééééééé2 

 

57. Does your congregation consider the Bible to be the literal and inerrant word of God? 

 

YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

NOéééééééééééééééééééééééééééé2 
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SECTION 4:  BUILDING USE   

 

INTERVIEWER: DOES CONGREGATION HAVE ITS OWN BUILDING? (SEE Q12) 

 

YESééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

NO  [GO TO SECTION 5]éééééééééééééé..2 

 

58. Within the past 12 months, have there been groups, programs, or events that have no 

connection to your congregation but that have used or rented space in your building?  

This might include other congregations, AA groups, day-care centers, or once-a-year 

events like fairs, concerts, or art shows. 

 

YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

NO [GO TO SECTION 5]éééééééééééééééééé...2 

 

58a. Please tell me how many such groups or programs have met in your building 

within the past 12 months. 

____________________ 

NUMBER OF GROUPS 

 

58b. Have any of these groups used your building for rehearsals or performances of 

musical or theatrical works? 

 

YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

NOéééééééééééééééééééééééééééé2 

 

58c. Have any of these groups used your building for exhibits of works of art like 

paintings, photography, or sculpture? 

 

YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

NOéééééééééééééééééééééééééééé2 

 

 

SECTION 5:  PROGRAMS 
 

Now I'd like to ask you about some other organized groups, activities, or programs that your 

congregation may or may not have. 

 

59. Does your congregation have religious education classes for children, teens, or adults? 

 

YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

NO [GO TO Q60]éééééééééééééééééééééé2 

 

 59a.  How many different classes meet at least once a month? __________ 

 

 59b. How many children age 12 or younger would you say attend at least one of these 

classes in a typical week? __________ 
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 59c. How many teenagers--those aged 13 to 18--would you say attend at least one of 

these classes in a typical week?__________ 

 

 59d.  How many adults would you say attend at least one of these classes in a typical 

week?__________ 

 

60. Does your congregation have any choirs, choruses, or other musical groups that sing or 

perform on a regular basis? 

 

YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

NO [GO TO Q61]éééééééééééééééééééééé2 

 

 60a. How many different musical groups are there? __________ 

 

 60b. How many people--adults and children--would you say are in [this group/at least 

one of these groups]?__________ 

 

61. Within the past 12 months, have there been any groups of people from your congregation 

meeting once a month or more for religious, social, recreational, or other purposes?  

Please do not include governing or administrative committees here, and please do not 

include groups you already have mentioned. 

 

YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

NO [GO TO Q62]éééééééééééééééééééééé2 

 

 61a. How many such groups have met within the past 12 months? ________ 

 

 61b. How many people--adults and children--would you say have participated at least 

once in one of these groups within the past 12 months?____________ 

 

 61c. [IF Q61A EQUALS MORE THAN 5 ASK ABOUT THE FIVE BEST 

ATTENDED GROUPS] For what purpose or purposes do these groups meet? 

 

  Purpose 1 ______________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________ 
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Purpose 2 ______________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________ 

 

Purpose 3 ______________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________ 

 

Purpose 4 ______________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________ 

 

Purpose 5 ______________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________ 

 

62. Within the past 12 months, have there been any groups of people from your congregation 

who met together besides the ones that meet once a month or more? 

 

YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

NO [GO TO Q63]éééééééééééééééééééééé2 

    

 62a.   How many such groups have met within the past 12 months?___________ 

 

 62b. How many people--adults and children--would you say have participated at least 

once in one of these groups within the past 12 months?____________ 

 

62c. [IF Q62A EQUALS MORE THAN 5 ASK ABOUT THE FIVE BEST 

ATTENDED GROUPS] For what purpose or purposes have these groups met? 

 

  Purpose 1 ______________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________ 
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Purpose 2 ______________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________ 

 

Purpose 3 ______________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________ 

 

Purpose 4 ______________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________ 

 

Purpose 5 ______________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

63. Within the past 12 months, have there been any groups or meetings or classes or events 

specifically focused on the following purposes or activities? 

 

         YES  NO 

 63a. To discuss politics?     1  2 

 

 63b. To discuss a book people have read  

other than the Bible?     1  2 

 

 63c. To discuss parenting issues?    1  2 

 

 63d. An event for cleaning or maintenance 

of your building?     1  2 

 

 63e. For physical healing?     1  2 

 

 63f. An effort to get people registered to vote?  1  2 
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YES  NO 

 63g. A class for people in your congregation 

  to learn English?     1  2 

 

 63h. To discuss pollution or other environmental  

  issues?       1  2 

 

 63i. An event to organize or encourage people 

  to do volunteer work?     1  2 

 

 63j. To discuss peopleôs problems or concerns 

  at work?      1  2 

 

 63k. To receive or practice gifts of the spirit 

  such as tongues or prophesying?   1  2 

 

 63l. A class for current members about 

the history or practice of your own  

religious tradition?     1  2 

 

 63m. A class for prospective or new members?  1  2 

 

 63n. A meeting specifically to pray or meditate?  1  2 

 

 63o. To put on a musical or theatrical performance, 

  not including the choirs you've already mentioned? 1  2 

 

 63p. To attend a live musical or theatrical performance 

elsewhere?      1  2 

 

 63q. A class to train new religious 

  education teachers?     1  2 

 

 63r. To discuss race relations in our society?  1  2 

 

63s. To discuss how best to preserve your 

  congregationôs own racial or ethnic heritage? 1  2 

 

 63t. To discuss or learn about a religion other than 

  your own?      1  2 

 

 63u. Twelve-step groups such as alcoholics 

  anonymous or similar self-help groups?  1  2 
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         YES  NO 

63v. To organize or participate in efforts to lobby 

 elected officials of any sort?    1  2 

 

 63w. To discuss or learn how to manage  

  oneôs personal finances?    1  2 

 

 63x. To organize or participate in a demonstration 

   or march either in support of or opposition to  

   some public issue or policy?     1  2 

 

 63y. To discuss how to improve the management 

  of your congregationôs money?   1  2 

 

 63z. To take a trip somewhere that required an 

  overnight stay?     1  2 

 

 63aa. To plan or conduct an assessment of community 

  needs?       1  2 

 

64. Have voter guides ever been distributed to people through your congregation? 

 

   YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

NO  [GO TO Q65]ééééééééééééééééééééé...2 

 

  64a.  Who wrote or produced the voter guide that was distributed? 

 

   ______________________________________________ 

 

65. Does your congregation have an elementary or high school? 

 

YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

   NOéééééééééééééééééééééééééééé2 

 

66. Does your congregation give money directly to any college, university, or seminary? 

 

YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

   NOéééééééééééééééééééééééééééé2 

 

67. Has your congregation participated in or supported social service, community 

development, or neighborhood organizing projects of any sort within the past 12 months?  

Please donôt include projects that use or rent space in your building but have no other 

connection to your congregation. 

 

   YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

NO [GO TO Q72]éééééééééééééééééééééé2 
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67a. What projects or programs have you sponsored or participated in? 

 

WRITE ON PROGRAM CHART.  GET SUFFICIENT DETAIL TO KNOW 

THE PURPOSE OF EACH PROJECT.  

 

 67b. For each of these please tell me whether it is a program or project completely run 

by your congregation, or whether it is a program that is run by or in collaboration 

with other groups or organizations.  CIRCLE ON PROGRAM CHART. 

 

67c. ASK ONLY ABOUT PROGRAMS THAT ARE NOT PROGRAMS OF JUST 

THIS CONGREGATION: 

 

  With what other organizations does your congregation collaborate on this 

program?  IF MORE THAN TWO, ASK FOR MOST IMPORTANT TWO 

COLLABORATORS.  GET SUFFICIENT DETAIL TO KNOW THE KIND OF 

ORGANIZATION EACH COLLABORATOR IS. 
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Program Chart  
 

Social Service and Other Programs that Congregation Sponsors or Contributes To 

 

67a. Program Purpose:      67b.Completely Run by  67c.  Two Most Important  

          Congregation?   Collaborators on Program 

 

         YES NO 

 

 Program 1.______________________________________  1 2 Collaborator#1________________________________ 

 

 _______________________________________________    _____________________________________________ 

 

 _______________________________________________    Collaborator#2________________________________ 

 

 _______________________________________________    _____________________________________________ 

 

 Program 2.______________________________________  1 2 Collaborator#1________________________________ 

 

 _______________________________________________    _____________________________________________ 

 

 _______________________________________________    Collaborator#2________________________________ 

 

 _______________________________________________    _____________________________________________ 

 

 Program 3.______________________________________  1 2 Collaborator#1________________________________ 

 

 _______________________________________________    _____________________________________________ 

 

 _______________________________________________    Collaborator#2________________________________ 

 

 _______________________________________________    _____________________________________________ 
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67a. Program Purpose:      67b.Completely Run by 67c.  Two Most Important  

         Congregation?  Collaborators on Program 

 

         YES NO 

 

 Program 4.______________________________________ 1 2 Collaborator#1________________________________ 

 

 _______________________________________________   _____________________________________________ 

 

 _______________________________________________   Collaborator#2________________________________ 

 

 _______________________________________________   _____________________________________________ 

 

 Program 5.______________________________________ 1 2 Collaborator#1________________________________ 

 

 _______________________________________________   _____________________________________________ 

 

 _______________________________________________   Collaborator#2________________________________ 

 

 _______________________________________________   _____________________________________________ 

 

 Program 6.______________________________________ 1 2 Collaborator#1________________________________ 

 

 _______________________________________________   _____________________________________________ 

 

 _______________________________________________   Collaborator#2________________________________ 

 

 _______________________________________________   _____________________________________________ 

 

 Program 7.______________________________________ 1 2 Collaborator#1________________________________ 

 

 _______________________________________________   _____________________________________________ 

 

 _______________________________________________   Collaborator#2________________________________ 
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67a. Program Purpose:      67b.Completely Run by 67c.  Two Most Important  

         Congregation?  Collaborators on Program 

 

 

         YES NO 

 

 Program 8.______________________________________ 1 2 Collaborator#1________________________________ 

 

 _______________________________________________   _____________________________________________ 

 

 _______________________________________________   Collaborator#2________________________________ 

 

 _______________________________________________   _____________________________________________ 

 

 Program 9.______________________________________ 1 2 Collaborator#1________________________________ 

 

 _______________________________________________   _____________________________________________ 

 

 _______________________________________________   Collaborator#2________________________________ 

 

 _______________________________________________   _____________________________________________ 

 

 Program 10.______________________________________ 1 2 Collaborator#1________________________________ 

 

 _______________________________________________   _____________________________________________ 

 

 _______________________________________________   Collaborator#2________________________________ 

 

 _______________________________________________   _____________________________________________ 

 

 Program 11.______________________________________ 1 2 Collaborator#1________________________________ 

 

 _______________________________________________   _____________________________________________ 

 

 _______________________________________________   Collaborator#2________________________________ 
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68. How much money, overall, did your congregation directly spend on all of these projects 

or programs within the past 12 months? Here, Iôm asking about direct cash donations 

from your congregation, not counting staff time or volunteer time. $______________ 

 

INTERVIEWER: IF Q#17 AND Q#18 EQUAL ZERO (CONGREGATION HAS NO 

PAID STAFF), SKIP TO Q#70. 

 

69. Within the past 12 months, has anyone who is paid by your congregation spent more than 

25% of their work time on one or more of these projects? 

 

   YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

 NO [GO TO Q70]éééééééééééééééééééééé2 

 

 69a. How many of your paid staff spent more than 25% of their work time on one or 

more of these projects?______________ 

 

70. Has anyone from your congregation done any volunteer work for one or more of these 

programs within the past 12 months? 

 

 YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

 NO [GO TO Q71]éééééééééééééééééééééé2 

 

70a. Of the regularly participating adults in your congregation, how many of them 

would you say did volunteer work at least once for one or more of these programs 

within the past 12 months?______________ 

 

71. Are any of these programs that you've mentioned supported by outside funds directly 

provided to your congregation by other agencies or organizations? 

 

 YES ééééééééééééééééééééééééééé.1 

 NO [GO TO Q72]éééééééééééééééééééééé2 

 

 71a. Did any of these funds come as donations from foundations, businesses, or United 

Way? 

 

YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

NO [GO TO Q71C]ééééééééééééééééééééé.2 

 

 71b. How much did your congregation receive from foundations, businesses, or United 

Way in your most recent fiscal year? $__________ 
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71c. Did any of these funds come from local, state, or federal government? 

 

YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

NO [GO TO Q72]éééééééééééééééééééééé2 

 

 71d. How much money did your congregation receive from the government in grants, 

contracts, or fees during your most recent fiscal year? $_________ [GO TO Q73] 

 

72. Have you heard about legislation in Congress that would enable religious congregations 

to apply for public money to support their human services programs? 

 

 YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

 NOéééééééééééééééééééééééééééé2 

 

72A. Does your congregation have a policy against receiving funds from local, state, or federal 

government? 

 

 YES [GO TO Q73]ééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

 NOéééééééééééééééééééééééééééé2 

 

72B. Do you think your congregation would apply for government money to support your 

human services programs if it was available? 

 

 YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

 NOéééééééééééééééééééééééééééé2 

         

73. Within the past 12 months, have any visiting speakers come to your congregation to give 

a talk at a meeting or event or worship service? 

 

 YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

 NO [GO TO Q74]éééééééééééééééééééééé2 

  

  73a. How many visiting speakers have spoken to your congregation in the past 

12 months? __________ 

 

73b. Were any of these visiting speakers: 

         YES  NO 

    73b1. Clergy from other 

     congregations?  1  2 

 

    73b2. Elected government officials? 1  2 

 

    73b3. Academics or Professors? 1  2 

 



 143 

         YES  NO 

    73b4. Official representatives of your 

     denomination or religious 

     group?    1  2 

 

    73b5. Representatives of social service 

     organizations in your community? 1  2 

 

    73b6. Missionaries?   1  2 

     

    73b7. Someone running for office? 1  2 

 

74. Does your congregation make any efforts to recruit new participants? 

 

 YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé1 

 NO [GO TO Q76]ééééééééééééééééééééé..2 

 

75. Within the past 12 months have you done any of the following? 

 

         YES  NO 

  75a. Placed a paid ad in a newspaper?  1  2 

 

  75b. Encouraged people already in the 

   congregation to invite a new person?  1  2 

 

  75c. Conducted or used a survey of your  

   community?     1  2 

 

  75d. Mailed or distributed a flyer to  

   people in the community?   1  2 

 

  75e. Followed up by phone or face-to-face 

   with people who visit your congregation? 1  2 

 

  75f. Have a special formal committee  

   to work on recruitment?   1  2 

  

 

76. Does your congregation use electronic mail to communicate with members? 

 

 YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

 NOéééééééééééééééééééééééééééé2 
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77. Does your congregation have a website on the internet? 

 

 YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

 NOéééééééééééééééééééééééééééé2 

 

78. Within the past 12 months, has your congregation made use of any type of services 

offered by a denomination, another religious organization, or an outside consultant of any 

sort? 

 

 YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

 NO [GO TO Q79]éééééééééééééééééééééé2 

 

 78a. How many times in the past 12 months did your congregation make use of such 

services?__________ 

 

 78b. What [three most important] services did you use? 

 

78c. Who provided these services to you? 

 

 

Service    Source of Service 

 

 #1 ________________________ __________________________________________ 

 

      ________________________ __________________________________________ 

 

 #2________________________ __________________________________________ 

 

    _________________________ __________________________________________ 

 

 #3________________________ __________________________________________ 

 

    _________________________ __________________________________________ 

 

 

79. Does your congregation operate with a formal, written annual budget? 

 

 YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

 NOéééééééééééééééééééééééééééé2 
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80. What is the total amount of money your congregation received in income from all sources 

during your most recent fiscal year?  

          $__________ 

 

81. Of this amount, how much came from individualsô donations, dues, or contributions?  

    $__________ 

 

82. During your most recent fiscal year, did your congregation receive any income from the 

sale or rent of your building or property? 

 

 YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

 NO [GO TO Q83]éééééééééééééééééééééé2 

 

  82a.  How much? $__________ 

 

83. During your most recent fiscal year, did your congregation receive any income from your 

denomination or religious group? 

 

 YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

   NO [GO TO Q84]éééééééééééééééééééééé2 

 

  83a.  How much? $__________ 

 

84. What was your total congregational budget for the most recent fiscal year--the total 

amount that your congregation spent for all purposes, including standard operating costs, 

salaries, money sent to your denomination or other religious organizations, and all other 

purposes?        $__________ 

 

85. In your most recent fiscal year, did your congregation give any money to your 

denomination or convention? 

 

 YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

 NO [GO TO Q86]éééééééééééééééééééééé2 

 

  85a.  How much? $__________ 

 

86. In the most recent fiscal year, did your congregation give any money to any other 

religious organizations or agencies, whether or not they are affiliated with your 

denomination? 

 

 YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

 NO [GO TO Q87]éééééééééééééééééééééé2 

 

  86a.  How much? $__________ 

 

87. Does your congregation have an endowment, savings account, or other reserve fund? 
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 YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

 NO [GO TO Q88]éééééééééééééééééééééé2 

 

  87a. How much is in it? $__________ 

 

88. Has your congregation filed with the Internal Revenue Service for its own official 

501(c)(3) status? 

 

 YES, BUT ONLY THROUGH DENOMINATIONéééééééé...1 

 YES, ON OUR OWNéééééééééééééééééééé..2 

 NOéééééééééééééééééééééééééééé3 

 

89. In the past 12 months, has your congregation tried to obtain any sort of permit or license 

from a government authority or office? 

 

 YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

 NO [GO TO Q90]éééééééééééééééééééééé2 

 

 89a. For what purpose did you need this permit or license? 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

  ____________________________________________________________ 

 

 89b. What was the outcome of your effort to obtain the necessary permit or form?  

[USE CATEGORIES AS PROBES IF NECESSARY.] 

 

PERMIT/LICENSE WAS GRANTEDééééééééééééé...1 

PERMIT/LICENSE WAS REFUSEDéééééééééééééé2 

DISCONTINUED THE PROCESS BECAUSE WE EXPECTED THE 

PERMIT TO BE REFUSEDééééééééééééééééé...3 

PERMIT PROCESS IS ONGOINGééééééééééééééé4 

OTHER. SPECIFY_______________________  ééééééééé..5 
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SECTION 6:  SOCIAL COMPOSITION  

 

Now I would like to ask a few questions about the people in your congregation. 

 

QUESTION a.  ENTER  NUMBER 

     OR  PERCENT 

b.  CIRCLE  

DESCRIPTION  

90. Thinking of the [NUMBER FROM 

Q15] regular adult participants in your 

congregation, about what percent would 

you say are new to this congregation in 

the past year?  That is, how many have 

become involved since [month/last 

year]? 

 Number 1 

 

Percent            2 

91. Thinking again of these [NUMBER 

FROM Q15] regular adult participants, 

what percent would you say are 

female? 

 Number 1 

 

Percent            2 

92.   About what percentage would you say 

have four-year college degrees or 

more? 

 Number 1 

 

Percent            2 

93. About what percentage of the regular 

adult participants have less than a high 

school diploma? 

 Number 1 

 

Percent            2 

94. Of the regular adult participants, about 

what percentage would you say are 

over 60 years old? 

 Number 1 

 

Percent            2 

95.  What percentage of the regular adult 

participants would you say are under 35 

years old? 

 Number 1 

 

Percent            2 

96. Still thinking about the [NUMBER 

FROM Q15] regular adult participants, 

what percentage would you say live 

within a ten minute walk of the place 

where you meet? 

 Number 1 

 

Percent            2 

97. What percent would you say live within 

a ten minute drive of the place where 

you meet?  

 Number 1 

 

Percent            2 

98. What percent live more than a 30-

minute drive away? 

 Number 1 

 

Percent            2 

99. Of the [NUMBER FROM Q15] regular 

adult participants, what percent would 

you say live in households with income 

under $25,000 a year? 

 Number 1 

 

Percent            2 
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100. What percent would you say live in 

households with income higher than 

$100,000 a year 

 Number 1 

 

Percent            2 

101. What percent would you say own their 

own store or business?  

 Number 1 

 

Percent            2 

102. What percent of the regular adult 

participants in your congregation are 

white and nonhispanic? 

 Number 1 

 

Percent            2 

103. What percent are black or African 

American? 

 Number 1 

 

Percent            2 

104. Hispanic or Latino?  Number 1 

 

Percent            2 

104a. IF Q104 IS MORE THAN ZERO, ASK:  What is the largest specific Hispanic ethnicity 

in your congregation? _________________ 

 

105. Asian or Pacific Islander?  Number 1 

 

Percent            2 

105a. IF Q105 IS MORE THAN ZERO, ASK:  What is the largest specific Asian ethnicity in 

your congregation? _________________ 

 

106. Any other ethnic groups?  

 

                                            YES (SPECIFY IN 106a-c)ééééééééééééééé1 

                                            NO (SKIP TO 107)éééééééééééééééééé.2 

106a. SPECIFY_________________  Number 1 

 

Percent            2 

106b. SPECIFY_________________  Number 1 

 

Percent            2 

106c.   SPECIFY_________________ 

 

 Number 1 

 

Percent            2 

107. Of the [NUMBER FROM Q15] regular 

adult participants in your congregation, 

what percent would you say have come 

to the United States within the past five 

years? 

 Number 1 

 

Percent            2 
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108.   Of the regular adult participants in your 

congregation, about what percent live 

in households in which there are two 

married adults with children living at 

home? 

 Number 1 

 

Percent            2 

109. What percent live in households in 

which there are children with just one 

parent? 

 Number 1 

 

Percent            2 

 

 

SECTION 7:  ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE  
 

The next few questions have to do with how your congregation is organized. 

 

110. Of the [NUMBER IN Q15] regularly participating adults, how many would you say have 

served in some sort of leadership role in this congregation--such as chairing a committee, 

serving as an officer, teaching a class, or other leadership roles--within the past 12 

months?  ____________ [IF 0, GO TO Q111] 

 

110a. Of these [NUMBER FROM Q110] people who have served in leadership roles in 

the past 12 months, how many of them are male and how many are female?  

 

        # MALE________________ 

 

        # FEMALE_____________ 

 

111. Have any official congregational committees or boards met in the past 12 months? 

 

 YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

 NO [GO TO Q112]ééééééééééééééééééééé..2 

 

 111a. How many committees have met in the past 12 months?__________ 

   

112. Is there one committee that is the most important governing body or coordinating 

committee in your congregation? 

 

 YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

 NO [GO TO Q113]ééééééééééééééééééééé..2 

 

112a. How many people are currently on it? __________ 

 

112b. How many of the people currently on it are male and how many are female? 

 

        # MALE _____________ 

 

        # FEMALE___________ 
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SECTION 8:  CONGREGATIONAL RULES  
 

113. Does your congregation have any special rules or norms regarding what people should 

eat? 

 

 YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

 NOéééééééééééééééééééééééééééé2 

 

114. Does your congregation have any special rules or norms regarding dancing? 

 

 YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

 NOéééééééééééééééééééééééééééé2 

 

115. Does your congregation prohibit smoking tobacco? 

 

 YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

 NOéééééééééééééééééééééééééééé2 

 

116. Does your congregation have any special rules or norms regarding what sorts of groups 

outside the congregation people can join? 

 

 YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

 NOéééééééééééééééééééééééééééé2 

 

117. Does your congregation prohibit the use of alcohol?  

 

 YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

 NOéééééééééééééééééééééééééééé2 

 

118. Does your congregation have any special rules or norms regarding how much money 

people give to the congregation? 

  

   YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

   NOéééééééééééééééééééééééééééé2 

 

119. Does your congregation have any special rules or norms about who single people date or 

become romantically involved with? 

  

   YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

   NOéééééééééééééééééééééééééééé2 

 

120. Does your congregation have any special rules or norms regarding cohabitation of 

unmarried adults? 

 

   YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

   NOéééééééééééééééééééééééééééé2 
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121. Does your congregation have any special rules or norms concerning homosexual 

behavior? 

 

 YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

 NOéééééééééééééééééééééééééééé2 

 

122. Politically speaking, would your congregation be considered more on the conservative 

side, more on the liberal side, or right in the middle? 

 

 MORE ON THE CONSERVATIVE SIDEéééééééééééé.1 

 RIGHT IN THE MIDDLEéééééééééééééééééé...2 

 MORE ON THE LIBERAL SIDEééééééééééééééé...3 

 

123. Theologically speaking, would your congregation be considered more on the conservative 

side, more on the liberal side, or right in the middle? 

 

 MORE ON THE CONSERVATIVE SIDEéééééééééééé.1 

 RIGHT IN THE MIDDLEéééééééééééééééééé...2 

 MORE ON THE LIBERAL SIDEééééééééééééééé...3 

 

124. In every congregation, disagreements and conflicts occasionally arise.  Within the last 

two years, has your congregation experienced a conflict for which a special meeting was 

called specifically to deal with the disagreement? 

 

 YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

 NOéééééééééééééééééééééééééééé2 

 

125. Within the last two years, has your congregation experienced a conflict that led some 

people to leave the congregation? 

 

 YESééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

 NOéééééééééééééééééééééééééééé2 

 

 

END TIME:____________ 
 

That's it!  Thank you very much for participating in the National Congregations Study. 

 

Results from this study should be available sometime in 1999.  In the meantime, if you 

have any questions about the progress of this research, please don't hesitate to call us at 

[PROJECT PHONE NUMBER].  Thanks again for your time. 
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INTERVIEWER: Was this questionnaire administered over the phone or in-person? 

 

 OVER THE PHONEéééééééééééééééééééééééé1 

 IN-PERSONééééééééééééééééééééééééééé.2 

 COMBINATIONééééééééééééééééééééééééé.3 
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APPENDIX C 

National Congregations Study 

Wave II Questionnaire 
 

 

 

NCS ID NUMBER: ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___   ___ 

 

 

INTERVIEWER ï BEFORE YOU BEGIN THE INTERVIEW YOU MUST READ 

VERBATIM THE FOLLOWING INFORMED CONSENT STATEMENT TO THE 

RESPONDENT. 

 

ñBefore we begin, I need to read you an introductory statement about the study.  Itôs a bit 

long, but please bear with me. 

 

NORC, on behalf of Mark Chaves at the University of Arizona, is conducting the National 

Congregations Study in order to document the work, programs, and activities of Americaôs 

religious congregations.  The information collected will be used by scholars, religious 

leaders, and students to better understand religious congregations and better meet their 

changing needs.  The success of this study depends very much on your cooperation.  We are 

very appreciative of your time. 

 

The questions we will ask have to do with your congregationôs work, programs, and 

activities.  You can decline to answer any question that you feel uncomfortable with.  Most 

participants find the survey to be interesting, and they enjoy the opportunity to talk about 

their congregation and their work.  Some of the questions might not apply to you, but I 

need to ask each question.  We expect the interview to take approximately 60 minutes to 

complete.  

 

Your participation is voluntary.  You may terminate this interview at any time, or refuse to 

answer any or all questions.  All information that you provide will be kept in strict 

confidence by NORC and University of Arizona researchers, and will only be released 

publicly in summary form.  It is important to us to protect your privacy, and the privacy of 

your congregation. 

 

Is it ok to proceed with the interview?ò 

 

IF RESPONDENT AGREES, INITIAL HERE: ___________________________  

AND PROCEED TO INTERVIEW. 

 

IF RESPONDENT DISAGREES, PLEASE DIRECT THEM TO THE APPROPRIATE 

INFORMATION BASED UPON THEIR CONCERN AND INFORM YOUR SUPERVISOR. 
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START TIME: _________ 

 

SECTION 1:  CONTACT INFORMATION  
 

First, I'd like to be sure I have the correct contact information. 

 

1. What is the full name of your congregation? 

 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

2. What is the full street address and telephone number of your congregation? 

 

ADDRESS LINE 1:_______________________________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS LINE 2:_______________________________________________________ 

 

 ADDRESS LINE 3:_______________________________________________________ 

 

CITY: _______________________________________ STATE:_____ZIP:___________ 

 

 PHONE #: ______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

3. IF THE ADDRESS GIVEN IN Q2 IS A PO BOX, ASK: 

 

What is your congregationôs street address? [IF NO SPECIFIC STREET ADDRESS 

PROBE FOR NEAREST INTERSECTION AND WRITE IN ADDRESS LINE 1.] 

  

ADDRESS LINE 1:_______________________________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS LINE 2:_______________________________________________________ 

 

 ADDRESS LINE 3:_______________________________________________________ 

 

CITY: _______________________________________ STATE:_____ZIP:___________ 

 

 

4.  What county is this congregation in?     _________________________________________ 
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5. What is your name, address, and telephone number? 

 

            NAME:_________________________________________________________________ 

 

            ADDRESS LINE 1:_______________________________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS LINE 2:_______________________________________________________ 

 

 ADDRESS LINE 3:_______________________________________________________ 

 

CITY: _______________________________________ STATE:_____ZIP:___________ 

 

 PHONE #:_______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

6. What is your position in this congregation? 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

7. For how long have you been actively involved with this congregation? 

 

   NUMBER OF YEARS:     ___________  

 

   NUMBER OF MONTHS: ___________ 

 

 

SECTION 2:   BASIC INFORMATION  

 

Thank you.  Now I'd like to ask you some basic questions about your congregation. 

 

8. In what year was your congregation officially founded? ______________ 

 

9. Is your congregation formally affiliated with a denomination, convention, or some similar 

kind of association? 

 

YES ..........................................................................................................................1 

NO [GO To Q9b] .....................................................................................................2 
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 9a. Please tell me the name of your denomination or other association. 

 

IF R VOLUNTEERS MORE THAN ONE, RECORD UP TO 3, BUT DO NOT 

PROBE FOR ADDITIONAL AFFILIATIONS. 

 

First Mention: ________________________________________________ 

 

Second Mention: _____________________________________________ 

 

Third Mention: _______________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 9b. What is your congregationôs religion or religious group? 

 

  __________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. Does your congregation meet in a [church/temple/mosque], or in some other kind of 

building? 

 

Church / synagogue / temple / mosque [GO TO Q11]ééééééééééé1 

Something elseéééééééééééééééééééééééééé2 

 

10a. What type of building does your congregation currently use for the primary 

worship services?  PROBE WITH CATEGORIES IF NECESSARY. 

 

SCHOOL......................................................................................................1 

NONCHURCH COMMUNITY CENTER..................................................2 

HOTEL ........................................................................................................3 

THEATER ...................................................................................................4 

PRIVATE HOME ........................................................................................5 

SHOPPING MALL  ......................................................................................6 

STORE FRONT ...........................................................................................7 

OTHER ........................................................................................................8 

SPECIFY ____________________  

 

11. Does this building belong to your congregation, or does it belong to another group that 

loans or rents space to you? 

 

  BELONGS TO CONGREGATION OR DENOMINATIONéééééééé.1 

  BELONGS TO ANOTHER GROUP [GO TO Q12] ééééééééééé.2 

 

 

 

* * * * *  GO TO Q10 * * * * *  
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11a. Within the past 12 months, has your congregation done any major construction or 

remodeling of your building or buildings? 

 

YESéééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

NO [GO TO Q12]ééééééééééééééééééé2 

 

 11b. Did this construction or remodeling include any special features to improve 

accessibility for people with physical disabilities? 

 

YESéééééééééééééééééééééééé..1 

NOééééééééééééééééééééééééé2 

 

12. Now I'd like to ask you some questions about the size of your congregation.  I'm 

interested in several ways you might measure the size of your congregation. 

 

First, how many persons would you say are associated in any way with the religious life 

of this congregation--counting both adults and children, counting both regular and 

irregular participants, counting both official or registered members and also participating 

nonmembers.  What is the total number of persons associated with this congregation to 

any degree at all?   

 

 NUMBER ____________ 

 

13. How many persons--counting both adults and children--would you say regularly 

participate in the religious life of your congregation--whether or not they are officially 

members of your congregation? 

 NUMBER ____________ 

 

14. How many adults--people 18 years or older--would you say regularly participate in the 

religious life of your congregation? 

 NUMBER ____________  

 

15. Compared with two years agoïthat is, this time in 2004ïhas the number of regularly 

participating adults increased, decreased, or remained about the same? 

 

INCREASED ...........................................................................................................1 

REMAINED ABOUT THE SAME [GO TO Q16] .................................................2 

DECREASED ..........................................................................................................3 

 

 15a. Has your [increase/decrease] been ten percent or more since two years ago, or less 

than ten percent? 

 

INCREASED/DECREASED BY 10 PERCENT OR MORE .................................1 

LESS THAN 10 PERCENT ....................................................................................2 
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SECTION 3: STAFF 
 

Now I would like to ask a few questions about [you/the senior clergy person]. 

 

16. [CODE WITHOUT ASKING IF YOU KNOW FROM Q6 THAT R IS THE HEAD OR 

SOLE OR SENIOR CLERGY PERSON IN THIS CONGREGATION.] 

 

Is there one person who is the head or senior clergy person or religious leader in your 

congregation?  

 

YES ..........................................................................................................................1 

 NO [GO TO Q17b ON PAGE 9] ............................................................................2 

 

 16a. CODE Q16a WITHOUT ASKING IF R IS THE HEAD OR SENIOR CLERGY 

PERSON. 

 

Is this person male or female? 

 

MALE ..........................................................................................................1 

FEMALE......................................................................................................2 

 

 16b . What race or ethnicity [are you/is this person]? (IF NECESSARY, READ 

CATEGORIES. SELECT ONE ONLY.) 

 

WHITE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...............................................1 

BLACK/AFRICAN AMERICAN . . . . . . . . ...............................................2 

HISPANIC [GO TO Q16c] ..........................................................................3 

ASIAN/PACIFIC ISLANDER ....................................................................4 

OTHER [SPECIFY____________________________________].............5 

 

  16b1. [Are you/Is this person] Hispanic or Latino? 

 

YES ..............................................................................................................1 

 NO ...............................................................................................................2 

    

 16c . In what year did [you/this person] become the head or senior clergy person or 

religious leader? __________ 

 

16d. How old [are you/is this person]? __________ 

 

 16e. How do most people in the congregation address [you/this person]? 

 

  _______________________________________________________________ 
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16f. [Have you/Has this person] graduated from a seminary or theological school? 

 

YES [GO TO 16g] .......................................................................................1 

  NO ................................................................................................................2 

 

  16f1. [Are you/is this person] currently attending a seminary or theological 

school? 

 

YES ..................................................................................................1 

 NO ....................................................................................................2 

 

16g. [Are you/Is this person] ordained to full clergy status in your congregation, 

church, or religious group? 

 

YES ..............................................................................................................1 

 NO ................................................................................................................2 

 

 16h. [Were you/was this person] a member or regular participant in this congregation 

before becoming the leader of the congregation? 

 

YES ..............................................................................................................1 

NO [GO TO 16i] ..........................................................................................2 

 

  16h1. In what capacity did you participate before?________________________ 

 

  __________________________________________________________________ 

 

 16i. [Are you/Is this person] paid for [your/his/her] work in this congregation? 

 

YES ..............................................................................................................1 

  NO [GO TO 16j] ..........................................................................................2 

 

  16i1. Does [your/this personôs] compensation package include a provision for 

paid sabbatical leave of at least one month every seven years? 

 

YES ..................................................................................................1 

 NO  ...................................................................................................2 

 

 16j. [Do you/Does this person] serve another congregation besides this one? 

 

YES ..............................................................................................................1 

  NO  ...............................................................................................................2 
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 16k. [Do you/Does this person] hold another job besides working for this or other 

congregations? 

 

YES ..............................................................................................................1 

  NO [GO TO Q16l] .......................................................................................2 

 

  16k1. What is [your/this personôs] other job? 

 

   ____________________________________________________________ 

 

   ____________________________________________________________ 

 

 16l. [Are you/Is this person] working full-time at this congregation? 

 

YES [CONTINUE WITH Q17a] .................................................................1 

NO   [GO TO Q17b ON PAGE 9] ...............................................................2 

 

17a. Now I have a few questions about your congregationôs staff. 

 

Including [you/the leader weôve been talking about], how many people currently work in 

this congregation as full-time paid staff? 

 

       NUMBER  _______________________  

 

INTERVIEWER: CONFIRM THAT ANSWER TO 17a INCLUDES R, IF R WORKS 

FULL-TIME AT THE CONGREGATION. 

 

     IF 17a = 1 GO TO Q26 ON PAGE 15. 

     IF 17a = 2 OR MORE CONTINUE WITH Q18a. 
 

18a. Of the [NUMBER FROM Q17a] full-time paid staff people in this congregation, again 

including [you/the leader weôve been talking about], how many would be considered 

ministerial or other religious staff, such as youth ministers, other pastors, pastoral 

counselors, directors of religious education, music ministers, and so on?  Please do not 

count secretaries, janitors, school teachers, or other full-time employees not primarily 

engaged in religious work. 

       NUMBER ______________________ 

 

INTERVIEWER: CONFIRM THAT ANSWER TO 18a INCLUDES R, IF R WORKS 

FULL-TIME AT THE CONGREGATION AND IS PART OF THE MINISTERIAL 

STAFF. 

 

     IF 18a = 1 GO TO Q26 ON PAGE 15. 

     IF 18a = 2 THRU 6 CONTINUE WITH Q19a. 

     IF 18a = 7 OR MORE GO TO Q25a ON PAGE 14.  
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19a. What are the job titles of each of these [NUMBER FROM Q18a] full-time paid staff 

people?  Please begin with [yourself/the senior clergy person or religious leader]. 

 

 STAFF PERSON #1 [THE SENIOR CLERGYPERSON OR RELIGIOUS LEADER] 

 

  JOB TITLE:_______________________________________________________ 

 

 STAFF PERSON #2 

 

  JOB TITLE:_______________________________________________________ 

 

 STAFF PERSON #3 

 

  JOB TITLE:_______________________________________________________ 

 

 STAFF PERSON #4 

 

  JOB TITLE:_______________________________________________________ 

 

 STAFF PERSON #5 

 

  JOB TITLE:_______________________________________________________ 

 

 STAFF PERSON #6 

 

  JOB TITLE:_______________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

17b. Now I have a few questions about your congregationôs staff. 

 

How many people currently work in this congregation as full-time paid staff? 

 

         NUMBER  ___________  

 

INTERVIEWER: CONFIRM THAT ANSWER TO 17b INCLUDES R, IF R WORKS 

FULL-TIME AT THE CONGREGATION. 

 

     IF 17b = ZERO GO TO Q26 ON PAGE 15. 

 

* * * * * GO TO Q20a ON PAGE 10 * * * * *  
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18b. Of the [NUMBER FROM Q17b] full-time paid staff people in this congregation, how 

many would be considered ministerial or other religious staff, such as youth ministers, 

other pastors, pastoral counselors, directors of religious education, music ministers, and 

so on?  Please do not count secretaries, janitors, school teachers, or other full-time 

employees not primarily engaged in religious work. 

 

       NUMBER ______________________ 

 

     IF 18b = ZERO GO TO Q26 ON PAGE 15. 

     IF 18b = 1 THRU 5 CONTINUE WITH Q19b.  

     IF 18b = 6 OR MORE GO TO Q25a ON PAGE 14. 
 

19b. What are the job titles of each of these [NUMBER FROM Q18b] full-time paid staff 

people?  

 

NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: THERE IS NO STAFF PERSON #1 BECAUSE YOU 

SHOULD ONLY BE AT THIS POINT OF THE QUESTIONNAIRE IF THE 

CONGREGATIONôS LEADER IS NOT FULL-TIME OR IF THERE IS NOT ONE 

CLEAR LEADER. 

 

 STAFF PERSON #2 

 

  JOB TITLE:_______________________________________________________ 

 

 STAFF PERSON #3 

 

  JOB TITLE:_______________________________________________________ 

 

 STAFF PERSON #4 

 

  JOB TITLE:_______________________________________________________ 

 

 STAFF PERSON #5 

 

  JOB TITLE:_______________________________________________________ 

 

 STAFF PERSON #6 

 

  JOB TITLE:_______________________________________________________ 

 

20a. Thinking of [STAFF PERSON #2 JOB TITLE], is this person male or female? 

 

MALE ......................................................................................................................1 

FEMALE..................................................................................................................2 

 

20b. In what year did this person start this job at this congregation? _______________ 
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20c. Did this person graduate from a seminary or theological school? 

 

YES [GO TO Q20d] ................................................................................................1 

NO ............................................................................................................................2 

 

  20c1. Is this person currently attending a seminary or theological school? 

 

YES ..................................................................................................1 

 NO ....................................................................................................2 

 

20d. Is this person ordained to full clergy status in your congregation, church, or religious 

group? 

 

YES ..........................................................................................................................1 

NO ............................................................................................................................2 

 

20e. Was this person a member or regular participant in this congregation before starting this 

job at your congregation? 

 

YES ..........................................................................................................................1 

 NO  ..........................................................................................................................2 

 

IF STAFF PERSON #2 IS LAST MENTIONED FULL-TIME MINISTERIAL 

PERSON, GO TO Q26 ON PAGE 15.  IF ADDITIONAL FULL-TIME 

MINISTERIAL STAFF CONTINUE WITH Q21a. 

 

21a. Thinking of [STAFF PERSON #3 JOB TITLE], is this person male or female? 

 

MALE ......................................................................................................................1 

FEMALE..................................................................................................................2 

 

21b. In what year did this person start this job at this congregation? _______________ 

 

21c. Did this person graduate from a seminary or theological school? 

 

YES [GO TO Q21d] ................................................................................................1 

NO ............................................................................................................................2 

 

  21c1. Is this person currently attending a seminary or theological school? 

 

YES ..................................................................................................1 

  NO ....................................................................................................2 
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21d. Is this person ordained to full clergy status in your congregation, church, or religious 

group? 

 

YES ..........................................................................................................................1 

NO ............................................................................................................................2 

 

21e. Was this person a member or regular participant in this congregation before starting this 

job at your congregation? 

 

YES ..........................................................................................................................1 

 NO  ..........................................................................................................................2 

 

IF STAFF PERSON #3 IS LAST MENTIONED FULL-TIME MINISTERIAL 

PERSON, GO TO Q26 ON PAGE 15.  IF ADDITIONAL FULL-TIME 

MINISTERIAL STAFF CONTINUE WITH Q22a. 

   

22a. Thinking of [STAFF PERSON #4 JOB TITLE], is this person male or female? 

 

MALE ......................................................................................................................1 

FEMALE..................................................................................................................2 

 

22b. In what year did this person start this job at this congregation? _______________ 

 

22c. Did this person graduate from a seminary or theological school? 

 

YES [GO TO Q22d] ................................................................................................1 

NO ............................................................................................................................2 

 

  22c1. Is this person currently attending a seminary or theological school? 

 

YES ..................................................................................................1 

 NO ....................................................................................................2 

 

22d. Is this person ordained to full clergy status in your congregation, church, or religious 

group? 

 

YES ..........................................................................................................................1 

NO ............................................................................................................................2 

 

22e. Was this person a member or regular participant in this congregation before starting this 

job at your congregation? 

 

YES ..........................................................................................................................1 

NO  ...........................................................................................................................2 
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IF STAFF PERSON #4 IS LAST MENTIONED FULL-TIME MINISTERIAL 

PERSON, GO TO Q26 ON PAGE 15.  IF ADDITIONAL FULL-TIME 

MINISTERIAL STAFF CONTINUE WITH Q23a. 

 

23a. Thinking of [STAFF PERSON #5 JOB TITLE], is this person male or female? 

 

MALE ......................................................................................................................1 

FEMALE..................................................................................................................2 

 

23b. In what year did this person start this job at this congregation? _______________ 

 

23c. Did this person graduate from a seminary or theological school? 

 

YES [GO TO Q23d] ................................................................................................1 

NO ............................................................................................................................2 

 

  23c1. Is this person currently attending a seminary or theological school? 

 

YES ..................................................................................................1 

  NO ....................................................................................................2 

 

23d. Is this person ordained to full clergy status in your congregation, church, or religious 

group? 

 

YES ..........................................................................................................................1 

NO ............................................................................................................................2 

 

23e. Was this person a member or regular participant in this congregation before starting this 

job at your congregation? 

 

YES ..........................................................................................................................1 

NO  ...........................................................................................................................2 

 

IF STAFF PERSON #5 IS LAST MENTIONED FULL-TIME MINISTERIAL 

PERSON, GO TO Q26 ON PAGE 15.  IF ADDITIONAL FULL-TIME 

MINISTERIAL STAFF CONTINUE WITH Q24a. 

 

24a. Thinking of [STAFF PERSON #6 JOB TITLE], is this person male or female? 

 

MALE ......................................................................................................................1 

FEMALE..................................................................................................................2 

 

24b. In what year did this person start this job at this congregation? _______________ 
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24c. Did this person graduate from a seminary or theological school? 

 

YES [GO TO Q24d] ................................................................................................1 

NO ............................................................................................................................2 

 

  24c1. Is this person currently attending a seminary or theological school? 

 

YES ..................................................................................................1 

 NO ....................................................................................................2 

 

24d. Is this person ordained to full clergy status in your congregation, church, or religious 

group? 

 

YES ..........................................................................................................................1 

NO ............................................................................................................................2 

 

24e. Was this person a member or regular participant in this congregation before starting this 

job at your congregation? 

 

YES ..........................................................................................................................1 

NO  ...........................................................................................................................2 

 

 

 

 

 

25a.   Of these [NUMBER FROM Q18a OR Q18b], how many are men? _______________ 

 

25b. Of these [NUMBER FROM Q18a OR Q18b], how many have graduated from a seminary 

or theological school? ____________________ 

 

25c. How many are currently attending a seminary or theological school? ____________ 

 

25d. How many are ordained to full clergy status in your congregation, church, or religious 

group? _________________________ 

 

25e. How many were members or regular participants in your congregation before they started 

their jobs at this congregation? ______________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* * * * * GO TO Q26 * * * * *  
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26. Within the past 12 months has the number of full-time paid staff in your congregation 

increased, decreased, or stayed the same? 

 

INCREASED ...........................................................................................................1 

STAYED THE SAME .............................................................................................2 

DECREASED  .........................................................................................................3 

 

27. Is your congregation currently searching for a full-time staff person of any sort? 

 

YES  .........................................................................................................................1 

NO [GO TO Q28] ....................................................................................................2 

 

 27a. What full-time position are you currently trying to fill? 

 

  ____________________________________________________________ 

 

[IF MORE THAN ONE SEARCH GOING ON ASK R FOR JOB TITLE OF THE 

MOST IMPORTANT POSITION FOR WHICH THERE IS A SEARCH.] 

 

 27b. When did this search begin?   MONTH AND YEAR: ________ ________ 

                        MONTH   YEAR 

 

28. How many people currently are part-time paid employees of this congregation, including 

people who receive regular fees for singing or other work? ____________ 

 

INTERVIEWER: CONFIRM THAT ANSWER TO 28 INCLUDES R, IF R WORKS 

PART-TIME AT THE CONGREGATION. 

 

 

SECTION 4:   WORSHIP 

 

I'd like to ask you some questions about how worship is conducted in your congregation. 

 

29. In a typical week, how many worship services does your congregation 

hold?_______________ 

 

30. Thinking just of this past week--Monday through Sunday--how many worship services 

were there for this congregation? 

 

NONE ....................................................................................................................00 

ONE [GO TO Q30c ON PAGE 17] .......................................................................01 

  OTHER [WRITE IN NUMBER AND GO TO Q30b]________________ 

ALL RESPONDENTS SHOULD BE ASKED Q26 
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30a. Iôd like to ask you some questions about your congregationôs most recent worship 

service.  When was your most recent worship service? [FOR DATE, SEE JOB 

AID CALENDAR AND WRITE IN MONTH AND DAY OF THE SERVICE. 

EXAMPLE: 01/14] 

DATE: 

DAY OF WEEK: ___________ TIME:_________ ________/______ 

MONTH /    DAY 

 30a1. Were you present for that service? 

 

YES [GO TO Q31] ..................................................................................................1 

NO  ...........................................................................................................................2 

 

 30a2. When was the most recent service at which you were present?  [FOR DATE, SEE 

JOB AID CALENDAR AND WRITE IN MONTH AND DAY OF THE 

SERVICE.  EXAMPLE: 01/14] 

 

DATE: 

DAY OF WEEK: ___________ TIME:_________ ________/______ 

MONTH /    DAY 

 

 

 

 

 30b. Which one of these services would you say was the main service of the week for 

your congregation?   [FOR DATE, SEE JOB AID CALENDAR AND WRITE IN 

MONTH AND DAY OF THE SERVICE.  EXAMPLE: 01/14] 

 

DATE: 

DAY OF WEEK: ___________ TIME:_________ ________/______ 

MONTH /    DAY 

  

 30b1. Were you present for that service? 

 

YES [GO TO Q31] ..................................................................................................1 

NO  ...........................................................................................................................2 

 

 30b2. When was the most recent main service at which you were present?  [FOR 

DATE, SEE JOB AID CALENDAR AND WRITE IN MONTH AND DAY OF 

THE SERVICE.  EXAMPLE: 01/14] 

DATE: 

DAY OF WEEK: ___________ TIME:_________ ________/______ 

MONTH /    DAY 

 

   

 

GO TO Q31 

GO TO Q31 
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 30c. I'd like to ask you some questions about the worship service that took place this 

past week.  What was the day and time of this service?   [FOR DATE, SEE JOB 

AID CALENDAR AND WRITE IN MONTH AND DAY OF THE SERVICE. 

EXAMPLE: 01/14] 

DATE:  

DAY OF WEEK: ___________ TIME:_________ ________/______ 

MONTH /    DAY 

  

 30c1. Were you present for that service? 

 

YES [GO TO Q31] ..................................................................................................1 

NO  ...........................................................................................................................2 

 

 30c2. When was the most recent main service at which you were present?  [FOR 

DATE, SEE JOB AID CALENDAR AND WRITE IN MONTH AND DAY OF 

THE SERVICE.  EXAMPLE: 01/14] 

DATE: 

DAY OF WEEK: ___________ TIME:_________ ________/______ 

MONTH /    DAY 

 

 

31. How long did this service last?  _______HOURS _______MINUTES 

 

32. Was there a sermon or a speech of some sort at this service? 

 

YES ..........................................................................................................................1 

NO [GO TO Q33] ....................................................................................................2 

 

 32a. How long did the sermon or speech last? _______HOURS _______MINUTES 

 

32b. Did the speaker come down from the altar, podium, chancel, or stage during the 

sermon? 

 

YES ..........................................................................................................................1 

NO ............................................................................................................................2 

 

33. Was there singing by the congregation at this service? 

 

YES ..........................................................................................................................1 

NO ............................................................................................................................2 

 

34. Was there singing by a choir at this service? 

 

YES ..........................................................................................................................1 

NO ............................................................................................................................2 
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35. Counting all the musical parts of this service, how many minutes would you say were 

taken up by music?___________ [IF ZERO--NO MUSIC AT SERVICEïGO TO Q38] 

 

 36. Was a guitar used at this service? 

 

YES ..............................................................................................................1 

NO ................................................................................................................2 

 

 37. Were drums used at this service? 

 

YES ..............................................................................................................1 

NO ................................................................................................................2 

 

38. Was there a time during the service in which people in the congregation greeted each 

other by shaking hands or some other way? 

 

YES ..........................................................................................................................1 

NO ............................................................................................................................2 

 

39. Was there a time during the service for silent prayer or meditation? 

 

YES ..........................................................................................................................1 

NO ............................................................................................................................2 

 

40. Did people join hands at any point during the service, such as during a prayer or at other 

moments? 

 

YES ..........................................................................................................................1 

NO ............................................................................................................................2 

 

41. Did the leader of this service wear a robe or other special garments? 

 

YES ..........................................................................................................................1 

NO ............................................................................................................................2 

 

42. Did anyone call out "amen" or other expressions of approval? 

 

YES ..........................................................................................................................1 

NO ............................................................................................................................2 

 

43. Was there applause at any point in this service? 

 

YES ..........................................................................................................................1 

NO ............................................................................................................................2 
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44. Was there a written order of service or program that people could follow, either in book 

form or as a handout?   

 

YES ..........................................................................................................................1 

NO ............................................................................................................................2 

 

45. Was any visual projection equipment used in this service? 

 

YES ..........................................................................................................................1 

NO ............................................................................................................................2 

 

46. Did the people speak or read or recite something together at any point? 

 

YES ..........................................................................................................................1 

NO ............................................................................................................................2 

 

47. Did any adults jump, shout, or dance spontaneously during this service? 

 

YES ..........................................................................................................................1 

NO ............................................................................................................................2 

 

48. Did anyone besides the leader raise their hands in praise during the service? 

 

YES ..........................................................................................................................1 

NO ............................................................................................................................2 

 

49. Was a monetary offering collected at this service? 

 

YES ..........................................................................................................................1 

NO ............................................................................................................................2 

 

50. For about how long would you say that people in this congregation usually mingle and 

socialize informally with each other before and after the service? 

_______ _________ 

HOURS MINUTES 

 

51. Still thinking about [the worship service/the main service] that weôve been talking about, 

how many people, including both adults and children, would you say 

attended?_______________ 

 

INTERVIEWER: DID THE CONGREGATION HAVE MORE THAN ONE SERVICE 

IN THE PREVIOUS WEEK?  THAT IS, DOES Q30 EQUAL TWO OR 

MORE? 

 

YES ........................................................................................................ 1 

NO [GO TO Q55] .................................................................................. 2 
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52. What was the total attendance, including both adults and children, at all of the worship 

services that took place this past weekend, including services on Friday, Saturday, and 

Sunday? ______________________ 

 

53. Are there important differences between any of the worship services your congregation 

has on a typical weekend, or are they all about the same? 

 

IMPORTANT DIFFERENCES ...............................................................................1 

ALL ABOUT THE SAME [GO TO Q54] ..............................................................2 

 

 53a. Thinking about the worship service on a typical weekend that is most different in 

terms of worship style from the service weôve been talking about, how would you 

describe the main difference between these two services? 

 

  _________________________________________________________________ 

 

  _________________________________________________________________ 

 

  _________________________________________________________________ 

 

  _________________________________________________________________ 

 

  _________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

54. Of the regularly participating adults in this congregation, how many would you say 

attended more than one of the services held during the previous seven days?___________ 

 

55. In a typical week, does your congregation have a worship service in which the primary 

language is Spanish, or which is bilingual in Spanish and English? 

 

YES ..........................................................................................................................1 

NO  ...........................................................................................................................2 

 

56. Within the past 12 months, has the number of worship services in a typical week 

increased, decreased, or remained the same?   

 

INCREASED [ASK Q56a] ......................................................................................1 

REMAINED THE SAME [GO TO Q57] ................................................................2 

DECREASED [ASK Q56a] .....................................................................................3 

 

 

 

 

 




