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WHY SOCIOLOGICAL THEORY OF
HAPPINESS FALLS SHORT1
Ruut Veenhoven2
Happiness is no great issue in sociology.
Though the subject was on the agenda
of the 19th century founding fathers of
sociology, such as Auguste Comte (Ple
2000) and Herbert Spencer (1857), it
is now typically absent in main-stream
sociological textbooks and journals (Veenhoven 2014). This is the more remarkable
because interest in happiness has risen in
the neighboring fields of social indicators
research, positive psychology and happiness economics. Why do sociologists
overlook this matter? I see three kinds
of reasons: pragmatic, ideological and
theoretical.
To begin with the pragmatic reasons,
sociologists are typically more interested
in what people do than in how they feel.
Their main objective is to explain social
behavior and happiness is at best a variable in that context. A related point is that
sociology is about collectivities, while
happiness is an individual level concept.
A further pragmatic reason is that sociologists earn their living dealing with social
problems. So, if they look at subjective
well-being at all, they focus on ill-being
in the first place.
This focus on ill-being fits ideological
reasons. Many sociologists are committed
to notions of objective well-being, such as
social equality and social cohesion. They
are, therefore, not eager to investigate
how people actually feel in such conditions, and when they do, they often ignore
contradictory results. For instance, when
people appear to feel subjectively good in
conditions deemed to be objectively bad,
this is easily disposed of as 'desirability
bias' or ‘false consciousness'.

Next, there are also theoretical reasons to
disregard happiness. Sociologists tend to
think of happiness as a mere idea that depends on social comparison with variable
standards and that is, therefore, a whimsical state of mind, not worth pursuing and
hence not worth studying. Below I will
consider these views in more detail and
discuss their theoretical plausibility and
empirical tenability.
Presumed Social Construction of
Happiness
Social construction theory is about how we
make sense of things. It assumes that we
'construct' mental representations, using
collective notions as building blocks. In
this view, happiness is regarded as a social
construction, comparable to notions like
'beauty' and 'fairness'. A common reasoning in this line is that happiness depends
on shared notions about life and that
these collective notions frame individual
appraisals.
One of the ways this is assumed to work
is seeing the glass half full or half empty,
optimistic cultures tending to highlight the
positive aspects of life, while pessimistic
cultures emphasize its shortcomings.
Americans have been mentioned as an
example of the former view and the French
of the latter, e.g. by Ostroot & Scheider
(1985). In this line, Inglehart (1990:30)
has suggested that happiness is lower in
France than in the US because life was
harder in France for earlier generations,
and this is echoed in a more pessimistic
outlook on life today.
Another cognitive mechanism assumed to
gear happiness is comparison with shared
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notions of the good life. In this view,
happiness is the gap between perceptions
of life-as-it -is with notions of how-life(Continued on next page.)
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should-be. In this line, it is commonly argued that the advertising industry reduces our
well-being, because it fosters dreams of a life that is out of reach for the common man
(Layard 2005). Another example of this view is the claim that the high levels of happiness in modern nations result from giving up hope for a better life.
An additional mechanism that has been mentioned is that we see ourselves typically
though the eyes of others and hence also judge our happiness though their eyes. In this
view, happiness is a 'reflected appraisal'. We will be positive about our life when people
around us deem us to be well off and negative when others see us as losers. In this
vein, the lower happiness among singles has been explained as the result of a negative
stereotype: because singles are 'labeled' as pitiful they come to see themselves as miserable, in spite of the apparent advantages of single living (e.g., Davies & Strong 1977).
The constructionist view implies that there is little value to happiness, happiness being
a mere idea. Since notions about the good life vary across time and culture, happiness is
also seen to be culturally relative. A life that is deemed perfect in one idea of the good
life may be seen to be a failure from perspective. For this reason this theory is popular
among the critics of Bentham’s (1789) moral philosophy, i.e. that we should aim at
“greater happiness for a greater number”; it reduces happiness to something insignificant.
Theoretical Plausibility
It is beyond doubt that shared notions frame much of our appraisals, yet this is not to
say that all awareness is socially constructed. We need no shared notions to experience
pain or hunger; culture at best modifies our reflection on these experiences somewhat.
Our understanding draws also on external stimuli and on inner signals. The question
thus is: How does this work in the case of happiness?
When striking the balance of their life, people appear to use their mood as the prime
source of information (Schwartz & Strack 1991) and, consequently, overall happiness
correlates typically stronger with hedonic level of affect than with contentment. There
is logic in this, since the affect system is evolutionary older and serves to ascertain
that an organism’s basic needs are met. The cognitive system developed on top of this
in homo sapiens, but it has not replaced the affective system. It is rather an additional
device that allows better learning from experience and planning of activities. In this
light, it is unlikely that happiness is merely due to cognitive appraisal.
Empirical Support
The reality value of this view cannot be tested as such, because the human mind is still
a black box. Yet we can check its aptness indirectly, when we consider the implications
of the theory that happiness is a mere social construction.
Culture Specific?
One implication is that conditions for happiness will be variable across cultures. If happiness is a culture-specific construct, its determinants will also be culturally specific.
Hence, empirical studies on correlates of happiness must show considerable cultural
variation and hardly any universal pattern. Yet the available data show otherwise.
Comparison of average happiness across nations reveals a common pattern. Happiness
is systematically higher in nations that provide a decent material standard of living,
that are politically democratic and well governed and where the cultural climate is
characterized by trust and tolerance. Together objective societal characteristics explain
about 75% of the differences in happiness across nations.
Comparison of correlations within nations also shows much similarity. In all countries,
the married appear to be happier than singles (Diener 2000) and health is also a strong
correlate of happiness all over the world, both physical health and mental health. Likewise, the differences in happiness across age and gender are typically small everywhere
(Veenhoven 2010).
Variable Over Time?
A second implication is that happiness must be variable over time. If happiness depends
on shared notions of the good life, it will vary with fads about that matter and this
must be reflected in erratic movements in average happiness in nations, comparable to
(Continued on next page.)
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changes in political preferences and tastes for music. Yet again
this not what the data show. Average happiness appears to be very
stable over time, at least in Western nations over the last 30 years,
where happiness has risen slightly without many fluctuations (cf.
section 1.2). Follow-up studies at the individual level also show
considerable constancy over time (Ehrhardt et. al. 2000).
Inconsequential?
A third implication is that happiness is of little consequence. If
happiness is sheer cognitive spin, based on fashionable ideas, it
will not matter much whether it pans out positively or negatively.
Happiness is then a petty appraisal, such as a person’s preference for one kind of wallpaper or another; nice in itself but of no
consequence for anything more than that.
Once more, this appears not to be the case. Happiness appears
to go hand in hand with objective thriving and follow-up studies have shown that happiness is a strong predictor of physical
health and longevity (e.g., Danner et. al 2000, Veenhoven 2008).
Presumed Product of Social Comparison
All sociologists learn in their student days about the exemplary
case of ‘relative deprivation’ described in Stouffer's (1949) classic
study ‘The American Soldier’. One of the things assessed in this
study is the satisfaction with promotion chances and contrary to
expectation the satisfaction with this aspect of army life appeared
to be higher in units where promotion chances were low, such as
the military police, than in units where promotion chances were
high, such as the air force. This phenomenon was explained in
terms of social comparison; because promotion was more common in the air force, air force personnel more often felt they were
entitled to promotion. This case of satisfaction with promotion
makes many sociologists think that all satisfaction depends on
social comparison.
Social comparison theory is a variant of a wider comparison theory
that links up with the above mentioned notion that happiness is
the difference between life-as-it-is and how-life-should-be. The
smaller these discrepancies are, the higher the happiness is assumed
to be. In this theory, there can be multiple discrepancies; among
other things discrepancies between what one has and what one
thinks that one could have, and discrepancies between what one
has and what one feels entitled to (Michalos 1985). Perceptions
of what one could have and what would be fair to have are seen
to be drawn from social comparison. In this view, happiness is a
matter of keeping up with the Jones’s; we feel well if we do better and bad if we do worse than those we compare ourselves to.
In this theory, there is little hope for achieving greater happiness
for a greater number, since improving the living conditions for
all will also improve the life of the Jones’s, leaving the relative
differences as before. Social comparison is one of the mechanisms
in the idea that we are on a hedonic treadmill that presumably
nullifies all progress (Brickman & Campbell 1971), and it is
the main mechanism in Easterlin’s (1974) theory that economic
growth does not add to happiness. In this view, we can at best
mitigate the effects of social comparison somewhat if we make
the differences less visible. In this line, Frank (1999) has advised
that conspicuous consumption should be discouraged with heavy
taxes on luxury goods and Layard (2005) recommends taxing
high incomes more. Limiting advertisement is also suggested in
this context, in particular commercials that use pictures of a life
that is out of reach of the common man.
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Theoretical plausibility
There are several problems with this psychological theory. First,
it is clear that social comparison does not apply to all subjective
appraisals. When I hit my finger with a hammer, I feel pain and
my finger does not hurt less if my neighbor Jones does the same
thing. When appraising our situation, we use various sources of
information, and social comparison is only one of these.
This brings us to the question of what value social comparison
could be for assessing how well one lives. Obviously, that value is
limited to aspects of life where social comparison is possible, such
as your income, but not to less visible aspects such your sex life
or the pleasure you take from watching a sunset. Even where we
can measure up to the Jones this evidently informs us about what
is possible in life, but not necessarily about what is desirable or
enjoyable. Looking over the fence of my neighbor Jones, I can see
that I lag behind in the number of beer cans emptied, but this does
not tell me whether I would be better off if I drank more. Advocates
of social comparison theory would retort that we compare only on
things that are socially valued in society, such as money and fame,
and this links up with the assumption that notions of the good life
are socially constructed. Yet even if beer boozing were highly
valued in my society, and if I wholeheartedly supported that value,
I would end up less well if I drank more than my dipsomaniacal
neighbor Jones. That is evident because drinking too much is bad
for the body, irrespective of how I think about this.
This example illustrates a major flaw in comparison theory: it
forgets that we are biological organisms. Obviously, we cannot
feel well if our body is harmed. Affective alarms start to ring when
we do not get enough food or when our temperature falls too low.
Less obvious, but no less present are psychological needs, such as
the need to belong and to use and develop our potentials. We feel
lousy when lonely and bored when unchallenged. Humans are not
born as tabula rasa, on which socialization imprints culture specific
wants, we are pre-wired to need some things and as a result feel
good when these needs are met.
In this respect, we are very much like our fellow animals. Dogs and
cats can also feel good or bad and evidently do not calculate their
happiness by comparing shared standards of the good life. Evolution
has simply programmed them to feel good or bad subjectively in
situations that are good or bad for their survival objectively. Our
affective system is not much different from that of dogs and cats,
and also serves to make us do intuitively what is good for us. Human cognition has developed on top of this affective program and
allows us to reflect on affective signals and even to ignore them to
some extent. Yet this is not to say that cognition has replaced affective experience. Without affective information, we are cognitively
blind as Damasio (1994) has showed in his studies of brain injuries.
Hence, without affective information we will also be unable to appraise the quality of our life.
Empirical support
Social comparison is at best one piece of information in appraisals
of happiness and it is an empirical question how much it matters.
We can see how much when considering some implications of the
theory.

(Continued on next page.)
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HIGH NUMBER OF
DOWNLOADS OF ENTRIES
IN THE ENCYCLOPEDIA
OF QUALITY OF LIFE AND
WELL-BEING RESEARCH
Edited by Alex C. Michalos
Springer, 2014
An announcement of publication of this 12 volume
Encyclopedia appeared in the February 2014 issue of
SINET. As noted in that announcement, the Encyclopedia has 2,165 essays, and 1,272 authors distributed
across 58 countries coordinated by 154 editorial board
members from 32 countries. Its objectives are to bring
together in one place the vast scope and complexity of
scientific and other scholarly research on quality of life
over the last 50 years and to make its entries widely
available not only in hard copy but also in e-book and
online electronic forms.
We now have an indication of the success of the
Encyclopedia in reaching the latter objective: Alex
Michalos indicates that, during the first six weeks after
publication, 175,000 entries were downloaded or an
average of about 2,900 per day. Congratulations to
Alex and all who contributed to the Encyclopedia.

THE INTERNATIONAL
SOCIETY FOR
QUALITY-OF-LIFE STUDIES
The International Society for Quality-of-Life Studies
(ISQOLS) was formed in the mid-1990s. The objectives of ISQOLS are: 1) to stimulate interdisciplinary
research in quality-of-life (QOL) studies within the
managerial (policy), behavioral, social, medical, and
environmental sciences; 2) to provide an organization
which all academic, business, nonprofit, and government researchers who are interested in QOL studies can
coordinate their efforts to advance the knowledge base
and to create positive social change; and 3) to encourage
closer cooperation among scholars engaged in QOL
research to develop better theory, methods, measures,
and intervention programs.
Denis Huschka is the Executive Director and Treasurer
for ISQOLS from Joe Sirgy, and the ISQOLS Central
Office has moved from Blacksburg, Virginia, USA to
Berlin, Germany. Denis’s contact information: Denis
Huschka, Executive Director, ISQOLS, Mohrenstrasse
58 10117 Berlin, Germany; Fax: +49-(0)3089789-263
E-Mail: ed@isqols.org. Denis has worked hard to update and make interactive the ISQOLS website: www.
isqols.org. In particular, membership dues can be paid
directly on the updated website. Anyone interested in
knowing more about ISQOLS should contact Denis.
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REPORT ON THE RESEARCH
COMMITTEE 55: SOCIAL INDICATORS
SESSIONS AT THE XVIII ISA WORLD
CONGRESS OF SOCIOLOGY,YOKOHAMA,
JAPAN, JULY 13-19, 2014
Research Committee 55: Social Indicators of the International Sociological Association hosted the following 14 Sessions at the recent ISA
World Congress in Yokohama:
Monday, July 14, 2014
Session 873: Changes and Dynamics: Challenges in Constructing and
Defining Complex Social
Session 874: Conditions for Happiness
Session 875: Pain and Social Suffering Around the World
Session 876: Quality of Life across Life Courses: Early Predictors,
Mediating Processes, and Moderators
Tuesday, July 15, 2014
Session 877: Happiness in Social Theory
Session 878: Construction of Composite Index: Methodological Innovation
Session 879: Keynote Speech Session
Session 880: RC55 Business Meeting
Wednesday, July 16, 2014
Session 881: Quality of Life in Times of Recession
Session 882: Physical Punishment in Japan / Wellbeing in Latin
America
Session 883: Social Policy and Well-Being
Session 884: Sustainability of the Welfare State: Implications for Social
Indicators and Quality-of-Life Studies
Thursday, July 17, 2014
Session 885: Social Quality/Social Well-Being Indicator: From Social
Economic Security to Social Empowerment
Session 886: Community, Aging, and Well-Being
Complete details on the Sessions, including organizers and titles of
presentations and names of presenters are available on the Webpage:
https://isaconf.confex.com/isaconf/wc2014/webprogram/Symposium198.html.
The sessions were well attended – generally on the order of 30 to 60
attendees per session, the presentations were well done, and audience
members participated with questions at the end of the sessions. Ken
Land gave the Keynote Address: “Fifty Years After the Social Indicators
Movement: Has the Promise Been Fulfilled? An Assessment and An
Agenda for the Future.” Ruut Veenhoven gave a presentation on “Why
Sociological Theory of Happiness Falls Short,” the basis for the Review
Essay in this issue. As President of RC55 for the 2010-2014 period,
Ruut also Chaired the RC55 Business Meeting. Ming-Chang Tsai, who
organized the Committee’s 2014 ISA sessions was elected President for
the next period, 2014-2018. His email address is mtsai304@gate.sinica.edu.tw where he is Research Fellow, Research Center for Humanities and Social Sciences, Academia Sinica, Taipei,Taiwan.
~ Kenneth C. Land
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PRELIMINARY PROGRAM FOR
THE XII QUALITY OF LIFE CONFERENCE,
SUSTAINING QUALITY OF LIFE ACROSS THE GLOBE,
FREE UNIVERSITY BERLIN, SEPTEMBER 15 – 18, 2014
Session Date

End
Authors
Proposed Title
Social Quality and Quality of Life (Chair: Pamela Abbott)
A1.1
Tue-Sep-16 16:50 18:30 Claire Wallace, Pamela Abbott Social Quality and Quality of Life across the Globe
A1.1
Tue-Sep-16 16:50 18:30 Pamela Abbott, Roger SapsThe Good Society Index: Measuring Social Quality
ford, Claire Wallace
across the Globe
A1.1
Tue-Sep-16 16:50 18:30 Sergiu Baltatescu
Developing a Measurement Model for Social Quality in
Romania
A1.1
Tue-Sep-16 16:50 18:30 Jan Delhey, Georgi Dragolov
The Positive Influence of Social Cohesion on Well-being
A1.1
Tue-Sep-16 16:50 18:30 Katie Vincent
Using Social Quality to Understand Community Broadband Initiatives
The Contribution of History to QOL Research (Chair: Richard J. Estes)
A2.1
Wed-Sep-17 14:45 16:25 Richard J. Estes, M. Joseph
The importance of understanding history in contempoSirgy
rary well-being analyses
A2.1
Wed-Sep-17 14:45 16:25 Alex Michalos
The contribution of the ‘ancients’ in helping us understand contemporary trends in well-being
A2.1
Wed-Sep-17 14:45 16:25 Mahar Mangahas
The contribution of past trends in polling and public
opinion data in predicting contemporary and future wellbeing trends
A2.1
Wed-Sep-17 14:45 16:25 Mariano Rojas-Herrera
The contribution of economic history in projecting present and future trends in well-being
Sustainability and Well-being: An Uneasy Union Toward Quality of Life (Chairs: Filomena Maggino, Géraldine Thiry)
A3.1
Wed-Sep-17 11:00 12:40 Fabiola Riccardini
Sustainability and Well-being: The Official Statistics
Perspective
A3.1
Wed-Sep-17 11:00 12:40 Simone Bastianoni
Sustainability and Well-being: The Stand Point of the
environmentalist/physicist
A3.1
Wed-Sep-17 11:00 12:40 Adam Okulicz-Kozaryn
Happiness and Energy Use
A3.1
Wed-Sep-17 11:00 12:40 Ben Wooliscroft, Alexandra
Energy embedded lives and flourishing: An investigation
Ganglmair-Wooliscroft
Can commitments to sustainability increase well-being? A Capability-based discussion (Chairs: Felix Rauschmayer, Ortrud
Lessmann, Jürgen Volkert)
A4.1
T ue-Sep-16 09:00 10:40 Matthias Seckler, Jürgen Volk- Reasoning without the Public? Motives and their Chalert, Raimund Krumm
lenges for Sustainable Human Development
A4.1
Tue-Sep-16 09:00 10:40 Ortrud Lessmann, Torsten
Equality and sustainable consumption in capability
Masson
perspective
A4.1
T ue-Sep-16 09:00 10:40 Mirijam Mock, Ines Omann,
Is it useful to consider community currencies as a form
Felix Rauschmayer
of collective capabilities that raise members' quality of
life?
Conceptual Applications for QoL-Research (Chairs: Ming-Chang Tsai, Jeroen Boelhouwer)
Chair: Jeroen Boelhouwer
A5.1
Tue-Sep-16 14:45 16:25 Tadashi Hirai, Yukio Ikemoto
Adaptive Preferences vs. Internalisation: Doesn't psychology really need external goods?
A5.1
Tue-Sep-16 14:45 16:25 Annie Austin
Defining national well-being and progress: Are we capable of questioning the hegemony of happiness?
A5.1
Tue-Sep-16 14:45 16:25 Jeroen Boelhouwer
Using capabilities and outcomes for measuring quality
of life across countries
6
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Chair: Ming-Chang Tsai
A5.2 Tue-Sep-16

16:50

A5.2 Tue-Sep-16

16:50

18.30 Ming-Chang Tsai

Sociability, capacity and activism: How important are nonincome factors in happiness among Taiwan people?
Are people satisfied with their time use? Empirical evidence
from German survey data
Happiness norm: When pursuing happiness bcomes problematic

18.30 Bianka Mey, Marcus Dittrich
A5.2 Tue-Sep-16 16:50 18.30 Asteria D. Kumalasari,
Johan Karremans, Ap Dijksterhuis
A5.2 Tue-Sep-16 16:50 18.30 Mario Lucchini, Sara Della The existence of general and specific habituation in SWB
Bella, Luca Crivelli
Chair: Jeroen Boelhouwer
A5.3 Wed-Sep-17 09:00 10:40 Willem van der Deijl
Can we measure happiness? Edgeworth's dream or Robbins's
nightmare
A5.3 Wed-Sep-17 09:00 10:40 Sauwalak Kittiprapas
Happiness in Buddhism
A5.3 Wed-Sep-17 09:00 10:40 Matteo Migheli
Religious polarisation, religious conflicts and individual financial satisfaction
A5.3 Wed-Sep-17 09:00 10:40 Francesco Burchi, Pasquale Constructing Well-being Dimensions on Political Grounds
De Muro, Eszter Kollar
Chair: Ming-Chang Tsai
A5.4 Wed-Sep-17 11:00 12:40 Khatuna Martskvishvili
The relationship of emotional self-perceptions with subjective
well-being
A5.4 Wed-Sep-17 11:00 12:40 Elisa Helms
Reciprocal Relations Between Stress, Socio-Economic Risk
Factors and Psychological Well-Being in the German SocioEconomic Panel (SOEP)
A5.4 Wed-Sep-17 11:00 12:40 Volker Hüfken
Mood, misattribution, and judgments of well-being: A replication under consideration of the attitude strength.
A5.4 Wed-Sep-17 11:00 12:40 Ejaz Ahmed Khan, MuIdentifying the Role of Spirituality between Conflics and Resohammad Irfan, Huhamlution and Mental Health among University Students
mad Waqas, Ali Tariq, M.
Akram Riaz
Chair: Jeroen Boelhouwer
A5.5 Thu-Sep-18 09:00 10:40 Abbas Faghihekhorasani
How Facebook Promotes Human Capital
A5.5 Thu-Sep-18 09:00 10:40 Adam Müller
Mass society and the transformation of social relation patterns.
A5.5 Thu-Sep-18 09:00 10:40 Ruben de Bliek
Interpersonal trust and urbanization
Chair: Ming-Chang Tsai
A5.6 Thu-Sep-18 11:00 12:40 Ian Bache, Karen Scott
The Politics of Wellbeing – from critical theory to problemsolving
A5.6 Thu-Sep-18 11:00 12:40 Ian Bache, Karen Scott
Advanced Modernity and its Effects on People's Work-Life Balances.
A5.6 Thu-Sep-18 11:00 12:40 Bettina Roth
Income, Social Comparison, and Life Satisfaction – Does Inequality Matter?
A5.6 Thu-Sep-18 11:00 12:40 Simone Schneider
How Perceptions of Social Justice contribute to our Understanding of When and How Income Inequality affects Our Life
Satisfaction. A Cross-Country Comparison
Chair: Jeroen Boelhouwer
A5.7 Thu-Sep-18 14:45 16:25 Anna Rita Manca
Many different shades in gender equality across the European
Union: aiming to a better quality of life
A5.7 Thu-Sep-18 14:45 16:25 Selda Taşdemir Afsar
Quality of Life and Gender: Being Women Academician in
Turkey
A5.7 Thu-Sep-18 14:45 16:25 Margret Fine-Davis, Dinara Singlehood and Loneliness among Well-Educated, Middle Aged
Yessimova
Men and Women: Findings from Ireland and Kazakhstan
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Call For Papers
Applied Research in Quality of Life
The Official Journal of the International
Society
for Quality-of-Life Studies
Applied Research in Quality of Life (ARQOL) presents conceptual,
methodological and empirical papers dealing with quality-of-life studies in the applied areas of the natural and social sciences. It aims to
publish papers that have direct implications for, or impact on practical
applications of research on the quality of life. The articles are crafted
from interdisciplinary, inter-professional and international perspectives. ARQOL guides decision making in a variety of professions,
industries, nonprofit, and government sectors, including healthcare,
travel and tourism, marketing, corporate management, community
planning, social work, public administration, and human resource
management. It helps decision makers apply performance measures
and outcome assessment techniques based on such concepts as wellbeing, human satisfaction, human development, happiness, wellness
and quality-of-life. ARQOL is the official journal of the International
Society for Quality-of-Life Studies (ISQOLS). www.isqols.org
Daniel Shek is the Editor-in-Chief of ARQOL, who is assisted by
Editors A. C. Michalos and J. Sirgy. Authors interested in submitting
manuscripts for publication should consult the Website http://www.
editorialmanager.com/ariq/. Further information may be obtained
by contacting one of the journal’s Editors: Daniel Shek, The Hong
Kong Polytechnic University (HK), daniel.shek@polyu.edu.hk; Alex
C. Michalos, Emeritus, University of Northern British Columbia
(Canada), Michalos@BrandonU.CA; M. Joseph Sirgy, Virginia
Polytechnic Institute & State University (USA), sirgy@vt.edu.

SINET
Kenneth C. Land, Editor
Department of Sociology
Box 90088, Duke University
Durham, NC 27708-0088 USA

151-1057-6936-22940
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SINET
Subscription Information
As a service to the world-wide social indicators community,
SINET is issued quarterly (February, May, August, November).
Subscribers and network participants are invited to report news of
their social indicator activity, research, policy development, etc.,
to the Editor for publication. Deadlines are the 20th of the month
prior to each issue.
Address:
SINET, Kenneth C. Land, Editor,
Department of Sociology, Box 90088,
Duke University, Durham, NC 27708-0088, USA
E-mail: kland@soc.duke.edu
Telephone: 919-660-5615
Fax: 919-660-5623
Subscriptions are on a calendar year basis; annual rates:
Libraries/Institutions ..................... US$26.00
Individual:
US & Canada ........................... US$18.00
All Others ................................ US$20.00
Sorry; credit cards are not accepted. Check must be in US
dollars. Payment may be made through a wired money order;
check with your financial institution for further information.
Advance payments are always welcomed. Call or write for a
multiple-year invoice.
Archived issues are available for purchase. Please call or write
for prices and details.

