  F.3  TECHNICAL REPORTING REQUIREMENTS  (MAR 1988)

Satisfactory performance of the final contract shall be deemed to occur upon performance of the work described in Article C.1 (Statement of Work) and upon delivery and acceptance by the Contracting Officer, or the duly authorized representative, of the following items in accordance with the stated delivery schedule. In addition to other terms of the contract, the Contractor shall submit Technical/Activity Progress Reports covering the work accomplished during each reporting period as stated below.  All reports, unless otherwise specified, may be provided electronically.

A. Proposed participants in working groups: The Contractor must submit to the Project Officer for comment and approval drafts of the proposed composition of the Core Working Group, Working Groups, any committees and subcommittees, and the list of key individuals to be consulted in agencies and foundations.

B. Initial Progress Report: The Contractor must submit a progress report (two copies to Project Officer, one copy to Contracting Officer) within 60 days of the beginning of the contract. This report will contain a summary of the work to date, work planned in the remaining contract period, problems encountered, their resolution, and impact on the completion of the Statement of Work.  
C. Draft Working Group products: The Contractor must submit to the Project Officer for comment drafts of substantive, theoretical, and methodological reviews, and any workshop proceedings, working papers or other products of a substantive nature.

D. Topical Reports from Working Groups: The Contractor must submit to the Project Officer two printed copies, and one electronic copy of all final reports from each Working Group of a substantive or technical nature, including required scientific reviews, workshop proceedings, and other documents used to generate the model research and data collection design. 

E. Annual Progress Reports: The Contractor must submit a progress report annually (two copies to Project Officer, one copy to Contracting Officer).  Each annual report must be submitted within 30 days of the end of each year of the contract.  The annual reports must indicate progress to date, problems encountered and their resolution.  The annual report will not be required for the period when the Final Report is due.

F. Final Report: The Contractor must prepare a Final Report to include a recommended model or alternative models for the research and data collection program.  Twenty paper copies and one electronic copy must be submitted to the Project Officer; one printed copy shall be delivered to the Contracting Officer.  The final report is due on or before the expiration date of the contract.

Summary of Salient Results: The Contractor shall submit, with the Final Report, a summary (not to exceed 200 words) of salient results achieved during the performance of the contract.

TECHNICAL REPORT DISTRIBUTION:

   Copies of each of the technical reports shall be submitted as follows: 

Dr. Lynne Casper, Project Officer

Virginia A. DeSeau, Contracting Officer

NICHD, DBSB




NICHD, CMB

6100 Building, Suite 8B07


6100 Building, Suite 7A07

6100 EXECUTIVE BLVD MSC 7510

6100 EXECUTIVE BLVD MSC 7510

BETHESDA MD 20892


BETHESDA MD 20892

E-mail: 
casperl@mail.nih.gov


E-mail: vd9t@nih.gov

  C.1  WORK STATEMENT/SPECIFICATIONS  

   Independently, and not as an agent of the Government, the Contractor shall furnish all the necessary services, qualified personnel, material, equipment, and facilities, not otherwise provided by the Government, as needed to perform the Statement of Work/Specifications set forth below:

SCOPE: 

Based on a thorough interdisciplinary analysis and assessment of relevant research, theory, and scientific methods, NICHD seeks to develop a model (or models) for a coordinated research and data collection program reflecting an integrated approach to the study of family change and variation.

GOALS
The purpose of the contract is to develop a model for a coordinated program of research and data collection for the study of family that would, if implemented: 

1.  Advance scientific understanding of at least the following two research questions:

a) What factors and processes produce family change in populations over time?

b) What factors and processes influence variation in family change and behavior among racial, ethnic, socioeconomic, regional, and cultural groups, and among men and women? 
2.  To the extent possible, also advance scientific understanding of complementary research questions.  Examples of additional questions that might be considered include:

a) What is the relationship between family forms, family behaviors, and health and well being within and across generations?

b) How does biology influence individual differences in family behaviors and the ways in which family patterns in human populations respond to changes in the environment? 

c) What meanings are associated with various family forms and fertility strategies across different population groups and how do these change over time (e.g., do marriage and cohabitation mean the same things for men and women; whites, blacks, Mexican Americans, Puerto Ricans, Chinese, etc.) 

d) How are meanings, norms, and behaviors relating to fertility interrelated with those relating to cohabitation, marriage, parenting, and intergenerational relations?

e) How can researchers best capture the contributions of men and women, and the effects of gender in models of family behavior, change, and variation?

f) What drives individual and couple decision-making on family choices and how do these processes relate to macro-level change in family patterns?

g) How do changing social and economic institutions (e.g., religion, education, workplace, etc.) influence family change and variation? 

h) How do families’ strategies for allocating time and financial resources interrelate with family behaviors, and how do norms, values, constraints, and opportunities influence these?

i) Is there a limit to low fertility? If so, what is that level and what are the consequences for society?

j) What is the relationship between assisted reproductive technologies and the timing of fertility across socioeconomic groups?

3.  Achieve the following goals:

a) Serve as a resource for family and fertility researchers;

b) Reflect a multidisciplinary theoretical approach or set of approaches to family research;

c) Permit the testing of hypotheses related to family change and variation drawn from a broad set of theories and disciplines;

d) Reflect methodological approaches drawn from a variety of disciplines and suitable for answering core questions about family change and variation;

e) Address the appropriate inclusion of research participants by gender, race, and ethnicity;

f) Address policy issues related to family change and variation; 

g) Allow for flexibility in responding to variations in available funding;

h) Coordinate with and complement other ongoing data collection efforts related to family.

Specifically, the Contractor shall:

1. With the consultation and approval of the Project Officer, establish a Core Working group with 6 to 8 members to manage the development and design of the research and data collection program. The working group will meet in-person four (4) times annually and be comprised of active scholars who are:

a) Willing and able to commit substantial time to the project;

b) Willing and able to work cooperatively toward completing the project, taking a broad perspective on the needs of the field;

c) Diverse in terms of:

(1) Disciplines.

(2) Institutions.

(3) Seniority.

(4) Substantive focus.

(5) Race, ethnicity, and gender.

d) Willing to assume responsibility for the completion of the project.

2.  With consultation and approval of the NICHD Project Officer, establish and oversee the completion of the core working group responsibilities to: 

a) Devise and implement strategies to seek input from population scholars in conducting reviews, conducting original research, and shaping and refining the design for the research and data collection program. Input may be sought through workshops, consultants, commissioned papers, the formation of committees and subcommittees and other means as appropriate.  A wide variety of experts must be consulted in these activities, representing, at a minimum, the fields of anthropology, biology, demography, economics, family studies, policy, psychology, and sociology. Committees and subcommittees should include junior researchers.  Prepare a preliminary plan for conducting reviews and original research and, if any research protocol involving more than 9 research subjects is planned, prepare necessary documentation for securing approval for such research from the Office of Management and Budget.  

b)  Identify key individuals at policy and research agencies and private foundations with interests relevant to this initiative.   Include these individuals in major meetings, seek their input as appropriate, and develop strategies to keep them apprised of the working group’s progress.

c)  Conduct a review of existing research on the determinants of family change and variability, identifying questions that have been definitively answered and remaining gaps in and challenges to scientific knowledge on these topics. 

d)  Develop a preliminary statement of the questions to be addressed by the proposed research and data collection program (hereafter referred to as “Key Questions”). This may involve restatement of the questions in Paragraph A under “Scope” and the addition of complementary questions such as those listed under Paragraph B.  It may also contain elements of the proposal submitted in response to the RFP.

e)
Conduct a review of the major existing sources of data that provide descriptive or explanatory research on issues related to family and fertility, identifying for each source the scope, purposes, and methods of data collection and its potential contributions to answering the Key Questions.

f) Conduct a review of policy-related issues related to U.S. fertility and family patterns and identify key unanswered questions of importance for informing policy decisions.

g) Conduct a review of theories informing research on family and fertility drawn from a broad range of disciplines.  Use this review as a basis for conducting original research to develop an integrated body of theory or set of theories to guide development of the research and data collection design. These activities will:

i. Identify major theories in family and fertility research from appropriate fields.

ii. Assess and formalize the contributions of each of the theories to answering the Key Questions.

iii. Articulate compatibilities and contradictions.

iv. Conduct research, as needed, to address gaps, inconsistencies, and conflicts among theories.

v. Develop over-arching theoretical models.

h) Conduct a study of the scientific approaches used to study causal processes and to test causal hypotheses as well as the methodological issues associated with various approaches.  Consider methodologies from a broad range of sciences, including comparative research designs, observational studies using qualitative and quantitative approaches, instrumental variables and other econometric and multivariate approaches, experimental and “natural experiment” approaches, and methods for testing “systems” models.  Assess the implications of this study for strategies to address the Key Questions.

i) Develop a report finalizing the Key Questions to be addressed by the model research and data collection program. This report should address:

i.   Issues raised by the reviews and studies undertaken above.



       ii.  What is known and not known based on existing studies.

iii.  Policy-related information needs.

j) Develop a model or alternative models for a coordinated program of research and data collection to address the Key Questions. These models may have several component parts.  The program design should take into account the competing needs to protect human subjects (including the confidentiality of data) and the need to provide access to research data.  It may encompass strategies such as, but not limited to:

i. Combinations of data collection modes, including qualitative and quantitative approaches. 

ii. Comparative designs. 

iii. Experimental designs 

iv. Longitudinal data collection.

v. Links to administrative records. 

vi. Multi-level designs.

vii. National, sub-national, and/or community-centered data collections, but the overall program should be designed to optimize relevance to the national context and to represent the diversity of cultural experiences in the United States.

k) Refine models, alternative models, and component parts using workshops, consultation, methodological studies and other research as necessary and prioritize study components to accommodate fluctuations in funding levels.

l) Consider how to complement and leverage existing data collection efforts and describe how the planned program articulates with other existing programs.

m) Develop a report detailing the recommended designs and their scientific rationale based in part on the requirements detailed above.  The report should contain details as appropriate pertaining to:

i. The overall model(s) for a program of research and data collection and its scientific rationale.

ii. Priorities of design features and topic areas to be covered.

iii. For each component, as appropriate:

1. The theory(ies) and hypotheses to be tested.

2. The study design(s).

3. The sampling design(s), as appropriate.

4. Questionnaire content or substantive content of observation.

5. Sample sizes.

iv. Cost estimates.

v. The relationships of the proposed program to other existing data collection efforts, including ways in which the proposed program will complement and leverage other efforts.

